ISSUE 4. Friday 13th November 2004
The Coconut Express

THE ADVENTURE CONTINUES!........

Before we knew it, day 10 had arrived & it was time to leave Malapasca! So we chucked everything back in our rucksacks, bid everyone farewell & set off again.

We had some good luck on the boat from Malapascua Island to the mainland of Cebu, as I started chatting to some Filipinos that owned an aircon 4WD, which was conveniently waiting to be driven to Cebu City – the same place we were headed!

So instead of sitting on the bone jangling, dirty bus for 4 hours, we sat singing to Blue & Christina Aguilera in comfort! – Lovely!

We spent a fairly non descript evening in Cebu City as we didn’t want another episode of “Maya!” 

Non descript because it’s a city & so theres very little to look at other than cinemas & shopping malls. Although Steve said he hadn’t seen me so excited in years when my eyes set apon The Body Shop! (I have to admit I did gasp with joy!! I’ve been cleaning my face with soap for too long!)
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This is a look I adopted when on the road, as the bus routes were so dusty!

The next morning we took a boat to Bohol, another island in the Visayas.

We decided to stay in Taglibilian which is the ferry port town (more like a village) as this would give us excellent road access to everywhere we wanted to check out.

Most foreigners stay at Alona Beach (about 40 minutes drive away), so we were something of a celebrity with the locals!

We took the easy way out in Bohol & hired a man & a car to show us around. We didn’t have the time to be as independent as we had been up until now & to be honest we were all a bit tired & bored of being “clever!”

It was great! We got all of the sights (well the ones of interest to us) done in 1 day & as a consequence we were able to stay up past 9pm!!

We travelled to a Wildlife Sanctuary in Corella where we got to see these little fella’s:
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The Philippine Tarsiers are the smallest primates in the world & would sit comfortably in the palm of my hand.

They are nocturnal & their eyes are 150 times bigger than humans in relation to their bodies!

Not only that, they are the oldest surviving member of the primate group (a mere 45 million years old) Cool ey?!

Once we were finished coo-ing & argh-ing, we sped off to the Chocolate Hills!
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The chocolate hills are so called because in the dry season they become brown. As we were there directly after the rainy season they were a little on the green side!

There are 1,258 of these hills located in a vast area, it’s really quite weird to look at!

They were formed by some kind of coral movement, 2 millions years ago.

I read how & why, I didn’t understand exactly then & so I am definitely unable to explain to you, but “they look nice don’t they?!” (Said in a Philadelphia voice!)

After a day on Alona Beach, it was time to head off again, so we travelled to Cebu Airport, where for about 20 quid a head we flew direct to Manila.

After all of our time in the Philippines, this was Steve’s & my first time in the Capital & we managed to bump into 2 people we know, which was weird!

The following night we boarded a bus for the 9 hour ride to Banaue, which is on the mainland of Luzon, north of Manila.

Banaue is a strange little place, a little bit like entering the Twiglet Zone, but stunning
We trekked through the Hipad Rice Terraces, which are immense & incredible. Our photos just don’t do the place the justice it deserves
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The following day we travelled to Sagada to climb down into Sumaging Caves.

With a guide & his lantern we ventured under, we climbed, we waded through the water & we slipped in Bat Shit! It was pretty hairy at times, but wonderful!
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Before we had time to sit down & catch our breath it was 11 days later & time for dad to catch his flight to Thailand.
So we took the 9 hour bus back to Manila & said goodbye.

Steve & I are now back in Puerto Galera for our final 3 weeks in the Philippines.

Mum & Fred will be here in a week to spend their 2 week vacation & when they go home Steve & I are off to New Zealand 

