KIWI TIMES!
There’s no doubt about it – New Zealand is a beautiful country.

Awesome mountain ranges, lush green National Parks, ragging oceans, unbelievably large, idyllic lakes & a huge range of wildlife. 
But something was missing for us. Maybe the weather contributed – it can be difficult to see the beauty when you’re being blow around by 130km gusts of wind & rained on so hard you expect to see Noah & his animals boarding a boat 2 by 2!
Or perhaps it was the lack of cultural & language differences. Those features definitely appeal to me.

What ever it was, we were a little disappointed with the place, but that’s not to say we didn’t have some amazing experiences within the 6,000km of it’s terrain that we covered in our trusty campervan!
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Here are our highlights…
Mauri culture in Rotorua
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White water sledging in Taupo
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Take a sledge, a river rapid; rated at 4 plus, an instructor & a few stupid tourists – chuck ‘em together & watch them scare the crap out of themselves!

Mud Bath in Kotoura
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The whole region around Rotorua, in which Kotoura lies; is volcanic. As you walk around the area you are met with sounds, smells (pwah!) & visions to remind you. Spitting geezers, smoldering, smoky lakes & bubbling mud pools. We bathed in some of them!

Sperm Whales in Kaikora
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We spent 2 hours watching these huge, wild creatures playing on the surface & then plunging into the depths.
Awesome! 

Swimming with wild Hectors Dolphins in Akoroa
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This was, without a doubt my high light!

We went out on a boat into the bay & waited to see some wild Hectors Dolphins.

For those of you that are interested – there are only 7,000 of this particular species left in the world & they can only be found in New Zealand.

Once the dolphins are spotted, we wait for a “positive reaction.” (If they approach the boat & want to play, we jump in the water!)

Now the water was only 15 degrees centigrade, but even that shock to the system didn’t deter me from staying in the water for well over an hour!

By the time I climbed back onto the boat my whole body was numb from the cold, but what an experience!
I had my snorkel gear with me & 2 stones, which I tapped together under the water! They loved it & swarmed around me for minutes at a time.

 I was buzzing for days afterwards!

Sea lions fighting, seals playing & penguins waddling on the Otago Peninsular
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It was hacking it down! We wore thermal underwear & waterproof trousers & jackets – but we trekked through the area marveling at the wildlife & stopping to gag at the smell of the seals!
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Kyaking through Doubtful Sound
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I can’t really explain this place – it was so remote & surreal. But a real treat!

Steve’s bungee in Queenstown!
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I’m afraid I don’t have a picture of this, as I dutifully videoed the whole episode!

However I’ll try to set the scene…

Imagine a gondola hanging in a ravine, 134 metres above the ground.

Now imagine jumping off that, with nothing more than a bungee strapped to your foot!

I thought he was mental & was shaking as he approached the platform! But Steve was so excited! He gave me a big beam & swan dived like it was a dive board at the local swimming pool! 

Glacier Hiking at Fox Glacier
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We spent 4 hours climbing up & 3 hours climbing down to see the amazing ice formations. Pretty cool.

So there you have it! A little glimpse of what we got up to in the 6 weeks we camped round New Zealand.
We did fit a bit of diving in as well, but it wasn’t exactly a highlight. Although we are both missing the ocean big style, we didn’t enjoy diving in sub tropical waters! We have now firmly established ourselves as poofy, shandy drinking, tropical water divers only!
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