ISLAND OF MISADVENTURE 
An Internet WebQuest on GOOD AND EVIL IN LITERATURE 

created by Ralph A. Bucci
Charles W. Flanagan High School



Introduction

Imagine if you will that you have been assigned a case study that needs to be fully examined. As a clinical psychologist you must determine what went wrong with this seemingly innocent group of boys. As you open the file, in this case the William Golding novel LORD OF THE FLIES, your understanding of your case is dependent on your careful reading as it leads you to discover the clues necessary to make a judgment.

The theme of good and evil becomes evident to William Golding's LORD OF THE FLIES when you realize the contrast between a moral philosophy concerning civilization and savagery. Golding provides this by revealing to us the symbols, characters and ultimately the external conflicts of the sinful nature of man. Your WebQuest challenges you to understand the complexities of each of the major characters on the island. In this way you can make your determination of how good deteriorated into evil.



The Quest

How is LORD OF THE FLIES an example of the inherent evil revealed in mankind? 



The Process and Resources

In this WebQuest you will be working to learn some basic psychological concepts concerning human behavior and apply them to the novel.   You will explore Webpages from people all over the world who care about GOOD AND EVIL IN LITERATURE . Because these are real Webpages we're tapping into, not things made just for schools, the reading level might challenge you. 

To begin to understand how William Golding reveals the two opposite extremes of human behavior you must first read the novel and pay close attention to the symbols, characters, and external conflict that the novel details. By examining these you will realize how when humans are left to fend for themselves, moral and social issues surface and life becomes a struggle for survival. Now that you have completed reading THE LORD OF THE FLIES, your quest begins by taking part in a sequence of topics designed to make you more aware of the intricacies of William Golding's narrative. 

Phase 1 - Background: Something for Everyone

Use the Internet information linked below to answer the following questions in a well-developed paragraph.   Be creative in exploring the information so that you answer these questions as fully and insightfully as you can. [10 points each]

1. What issues of morality are people responsible for when coexisting within a civilization?

2. What ethical responsibilities do we owe to our fellow man?


· Moral Philosophy - Click on good and evil links to receive an overview of how good and evil effects mankind. 

· Ethics - Click on ethics to find a rationale for behavior. 

Phase 2 - Looking Deeper from Different Perspectives

Moral Philosophy [10 points each]

An important part of the development of the novel is to understand the role of how goodness on the island is revealed through civilization and how savagery defines evilness. Begin your in-depth look of this perception by defining how each of the major characters gives significance to this idea; use specific text to support your answers.

1. Civilization:
* Ralph
* Piggy
* Simon

2. Savagery:
* Jack
* Roger
* The Beast
* the Lord of the Flies 


· Civilization and Savagery - Examples of how the good and evil side of individuals develops. 

Man's Nature on the Island

Use the Internet information linked below to explain these images specifically related to Man's nature on the island. William Golding provides additional examples of good and evil by providing you with instances where light and dark images define good and evil. Begin this search by providing examples of the following: [10 points each]

1. Light Images:
* Safe Haven
* Heaven

2. Dark Images:
* Pig Runs
* Hell

· Images - Examples of how good and evil are used. 

Physiological Aspects

Use the Internet information linked below to answer these questions specifically related to: [10 points each]

1. Formulate a list of needs to be considered for the survival of the boys on the island.

2. Which of Maslow's hierarchy of needs most directly applies to the situation that the boys are placed in. Be prepared to defend your answer(s).

3. As the boys' stay on the island lengthens and the savagery increases, how is Freud's concept of behavior apparent?

4. Consider the id, ego and superego for the following characters and describe an example from the novel for each by putting your answers in a chart:
Jack-
Ralph-
Piggy-
Roger-
Simon-
Robert- 

· Abraham Maslow and his hierarchy of needs - A description of how an individual progresses through life in search for self-actualization. 

· A Glossary of Freudian Terminology - A simplistic list of definitions to assist you when dealing with the id, ego and superego. 

Participating in this activity will make that real-world connection William Golding had in mind when he introduced us to his experiment with humanity entitled LORD OF THE FLIES for this truly became an ISLAND OF MISADVENTURE.




