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 Henry David Thoreau is one of the most famous philosophers and writers in American history.  He has come up with many ideas and philosophies on life.  Everyone can relate to at least one of his philosophies.  Thoreau’s idea of keeping life simple relates to me best, because while I would like for my life to be simple, it is not.

In today’s world, living a simple life is all but impossible.  With cellular phones, pagers, and the Internet, we can now be reached anytime, anywhere.  Even on vacation, we still may be contacted about things at home, when it is supposed to be our time away from home, and the events that occur there.  This is quite ironic.  We have also become busier than ever, in modern times.  I definitely have become a very busy person.  I have to juggle schoolwork, guitar lessons, key club, NJROTC activities, scholastic bowl, and a part time job.  This eats up an exorbitant amount of time every week, and all of these activities make my life everything but simple.  

While I do enjoy these activities, all of them can sometimes be stressful, and I can understand why Thoreau believes we should lead simple lives.  Thoreau said: “Simplicity, simplicity, simplicity!  I say, let your affairs be as two or three, and not a hundred or a thousand; instead of a million count half a dozen, and keep your accounts on your thumbnail.”  Thoreau is correct.  Simplicity means keeping your affairs limited, and not wanting as much.  Our society, myself included, tends to get involved in numerous affairs, and we all tend to want more, more, more.  While sometimes impractical, leading a simple life would mean much less stress, and we would all learn to appreciate the small things that Thoreau appreciated.

