Dear Manolin


As you know, I am a very old man, and I am nearing the end of the road of life.  I feel I have had a good life, filled with many great accomplishments, and no big regrets, so I feel no sadness about this.  I have a few things that I need to share with you before I pass on.  


First of all, I thank you for your friendship, and your faith in me, even in my unlucky spells.  You were the only person to keep his faith, no matter what.  I also am thankful for the opportunity to pass on my knowledge to someone else, who I know will use it well.  


I have some advice for you, as you start out on a life of fishing.  Always carry enough water with you.  If you ever run into a situation like I did with the marlin, you need to have enough water to last multiple days.  Also, always bring limes and salt.  You will no doubt have to eat fish at sea, and fish is much better when it is cooked with limes or salt.  


Also, always bring good equipment, and if possible, carry spare equipment.  My harpoon broke when I speared a shark to keep it from getting the marlin, and I could have used another harpoon to stop the other sharks that came after the first one.  The marlin was completely eaten by sharks, because I didn’t have the equipment to stop them.  I do not ever want you to have to lose as big of a catch as I lost.  


Always be careful with your lines and ropes so you don’t get cut.  When fighting the marlin, I grabbed the line, and it cut my hand badly.  My hand then cramped, which made working to catch the fish very difficult.  

