The Chronicles Book 1, The Shattered

Chapter 5: Battle at Emerald Valley.


The hovering Evan`Dor forces loomed over Gau and Crono as they attempted to escape their wrath. Crono shook off Gau's steel grip and slid to a stop on the hill. Gau tripped slightly and slid to a stop as well. He looked up in shock at the size of the ship. It seemed to have grown over the short amount of time.


"Crono! What the hell do you think your doing!?" Gau shouted, "Taking this ship down..." Crono mumbled in response to Gau's shout.


"Well brother, so you do have some intelligence." Ty`rune appeared in the grass valley below the hill the two were dashing down. Ty`rune smiled evilly and lifted his head up from his cloaks. Suddenly his friend Gen appeared at his side along with ten highly skilled Dragon Magi` knights.


"Ty`rune! We need your assistance here!" Ty`rune nodded and giggled, "Oh, I know that brother." Ty`rune replied.


The ship began to drop its men to the battlefield below. They whaled as they soared down ward to the ground below. Three blue spiraling portals appeared at the sides of the main battle cruiser. Three other battle cruisers emerged from the glimmering blue portals and began to drop men as it came into view.


"All unites deploy! Aim for the boy, Crono." The fleet commander ordered over the comm. system.


"Begin charging main cannons. The final assault on Esper will end up in our favor." The commander barked to his men. "As you wish Captain Dennoth." replied the command station.


Crono grasped his dragon pendent as did Ty`rune his. The two began to emit two different auras one a light blue and the other a bright yellow. Gau took hold of his pendent and caste up a protective barrier around the thirteen men. Ty`rune finished charging and floated in the air gently.


"If you want to win this war, you'll have to learn to work faster Crono." Ty`rune mocked Crono as he still charged.


Ty`rune held out his palm and released a bolt of energy toward the main battle cruiser. The beam soared toward the ship with great speed and about four yards away from hitting the ship's haul it was deflected and fizzled in small energy orbs. The ship's barrier had stopped the small blast from causing major damage.


"Well.. I didn't expect that to happen." Gen snickered in the background. Ty`rune turned to face Gen.


"Oh, so you think you can do better my friend?" Gen let out a laugh and shook his head. "Of course not. Just thought you outta' all people would know they have shields around their vessels." Ty`rune shrugged.


"Didn't think they were all that smart. But now that I know where their fault lies I will fix it for them." Gen sighed and turned around as he heard the large smash of the mechs` hitting the ground.


"Well master Ty`rune. You take care of those ships and I'll handle these ground pesks." Ty`rune nodded in agreement as he began to charge up another blast.


Gau took out his sword and glared down towards the mechs. Slowly he turned his head to look at the old man named Gen. Such an old person, but acts so young. Gau thought. Did he even know his own age Gau thought to himself once again. Gen turned to Gau and smiled.


"I do know my own age boy. Do you?" Gau looked at him oddly and was about to question how he knew his thoughts before a large missile struck the barrier Gau had caste up. The shield shook and shimmered with white chains of electricity.


"Your shield seems to be somewhat effective.. For a white mage that is." Gen held up his index finger and middle finger to his face. A small blue psi shield formed around him as he quickly took out his aura blade.


"Watch and learn paladin." Gen dashed out into the battle field where now fifty heavily armed Magi`tech armors waited and fired repeatedly at the shield. Gau's eyes widened as he held onto his pendent tightly mustering up heal spells by the second. 


Multiple beams of different colors zipped past Gen's figure as he swiftly evaded every assault. Moving with remarkable speed he drew up his aura blade and formed the blue saber than quickly leapt into the air. With one hand he fired out ten different spheres of fire and with the other hand he held the aura blade which had a blade length of ten yards and width of one foot.


"Alert, a magi`knight is coming up in the front. Reading power level..." The squad leader sent through the comm. system of his squad.


"Error, level unknown unrecognized power signature." The computer said with a normal dull tone. The squad leader cursed and went back to targeting the Esper until he realized he was right in front of him.


"Holy shit!" Screamed the squad leader as he attempted to get a lock on the swift footed Esper. Gen swung around in a circle with the aura blade out in full length. He loped the great machine in half with one mighty swing and burned the wrecked machine with an aura bomb. In a matter of moments Gen had whipped out half of the Evan`dor force in the valley.


"Gen, come back. Your not going to make it through every single one of em'," Ty`rune said calmly telepathically to Gen.


"Just tell that damned paladin to heal me if I get hurt." Gen replied telepathically. Ty`rune sighed and nodded.


Gen leapt back swiftly as a missile struck the ground he was standing on. He looked about to see where the blast had came from, but could not find the origin of it until he looked up. The carriers were right above the elder Esper and he hadn't realized it. In panic he began to charge up small lightning spells to strike the ship down. The burnt ground around him began to surge with electrical bolts as Gen concentrated his spells. 


"Commander, we are taking fire. Permission to release the genetic projects, Sir!" The commander of the mother ship sat patiently thinking on whether or not to release them.


"Permission granted, captain Heril. Launch the creatures." The commander replied calmly.


"Opening hangar doors now, sir." As the captain spoke a stray missile flew into the haul of their ship.


"Argh!! What was that?" Shouted the captain. "Damage report!" the captain barked. "Status is.. Dropping drastically. Fires on all decks, main cannons down, hangar doors jammed." Replied one of the station men.


"What do you mean! Get those doors open now!" Screamed the captain Haril.


Gen smiled as he turned his head to notice jet-black mechs approaching over the hills. They were Lexis's men arming the heavy Magi`tech armors. Rapidly the mechs fired all their LRMS (long range missiles) toward the opposing ships. 


"Shields up!" Instantly a red tinted shield quickly overcame the ship and blanketed it. The missiles struck the shield and shattered it, but left the carrier unharmed.


"Call in the battle cruisers now!" Haril shouted toward his comm. station chief. "Cruisers on full burn to our position now, sir."  Replied the comm. chief.


Crono cursed as his and Ty`rune's blasts were barely getting through the battle cruiser's shields. It seemed a hopeless battle until they noticed Lexis's reinforcements. Gau began to twitch uncontrollable from the beams and rockets smashing into his protective shield around his friends. The effects of the shield being damaged gave its casters slight mind tremors and if destroyed would cause the caster to pass out.


"We should make a run to where Gen and Lexis are. We aren't getting anywhere with this." Crono said as he released his dragon pendent. Ty`rune glared at Crono and than finally shrugged in agreement.


"Are you sure Crono? I won't be able to hold this shield up as we run." Gau asked. Crono nodded and replied, "Yes, I'm sure. Just run like you've never ran before. Those cannons can do some major damage to us." Ty`rune laughed at that comment. Any cannon can do major damage to a normal person, thought Ty`rune.


Ty`rune released his dragon pendent and took hold of his short sword which had a pure blue blade. He waved the blade into the air forming a circle around him self. The invisible circle slowly sparked and than in a burst of light formed a psi shield around Ty`rune.


"Well, I'm ready you guys better not die on me." Ty`rune said as he began to dash toward Gen.


"Sir, the group of mages is separating and heading toward the single Esper in the middle. Who should we aim for?" The battle cruiser's commander asked Captain Haril.


"Fire your main guns toward the group of Magi`tech armors that are coming over the hill. They have us pinned." Replied Haril.


"Alright, all guns begin targeting the mechs and attack with a full spread ionic burst. Try to target the larger mechs before the less threatening ones." The commander said to his fellow battle cruisers.


"Targets acquired commencing barrage." Twenty green bursts of ionic energy generated from the battle cruisers and were now being fired toward Lexis's men. Almost instantly the blasts struck the valley walls and a few of the mechs. Pillars of fire emitted from the valley walls and the mechs.


"Alright men. New plan, all units go air borne and target the main turrets of the battle cruisers. Do not, I repeat do not target the mechs on the ground nor the carrier." Lexis said calmly through a comm. channel.


The whole sixty-three Magi`tech armors bolted into the air at max speed and began to target the turrets. They soared to fast for the Espers that were on the ground to see them. But what they could see were the missiles striking into the battle cruisers.


The battle cruisers could not lock onto the fast moving mechs the result of this was the ionic blasts were striking the valley walls only. The shields of the cruisers were being ripped to pieces by the rail gun bullets and were being blown up by the fragmentation missiles that were shot from the heavy Magi`tech armors.


"Crono.. I don't think this is the best spot to be in." Gau pointed up to the valley walls collapsing at an extremely fast rate.


"No, I don't think so either..." Crono replied, but was caught short when an ion bullet struck their area and caused the group to fly in different directions.


Crono landed in a tree along with Gau while Ty`rune and Gen stood their ground. The Magi` dragon knights on the other hand were either killed or injured badly by the blast. Ty`rune looked up toward the cruiser that shot the bullet and glared.


"Concentrated blasts, Ty`rune?" Ty`rune nodded at Gen's suggestion. The two mages began to conjurer up large aura beams.


"Aim for their engines which should be located slightly to the left of the hangar." Ty`rune said calmly as the wind began to pick up around the two. The wind was generated from the energy being gathered in the center.


"Ready... Fire!" Ty`rune released the aura ball that formed quickly into a straight blue blast toward the cruiser's engines bay.


The beam hit the ship and hesitated in blowing up. Slowly the sides of the ship began to blot and burst with fire. It was a direct hit and while the other mechs hit the ship it was taken down with the greatest of ease.


The ship crashed like a falling star. Fire had consumed the whole chassis and even as the carrier plummeted to the ground the ship had numerous bursts of explosions along the sides and top. It wasn’t long after the one cruiser exploded, did the others meet the same fate. 


"Sir, all three cruisers have been shot down. High command is suggesting we retreat." Captain Haril sat and only stared blankly at the visual screen.


"We can't gate out can we? Our engines probably wont even make it out of the atmosphere." Haril replied to his second in command.


"Your assumption is correct. We only have enough power to keep a float." Haril closed his eyes as he went into deep thought. Quickly he came out of his trance.


"Shut down our gravitational field and put all power to our thrusters. We're going to kill those Espers even if it means taking our own lives." Haril's second in command nodded with full agreement.


"All power has now been converted to our engines; destination?" Haril stood up proudly.


"Take us into the battle field. Full speed toward the valley's exit." Haril said proudly, "As you command captain." Replied his second in command.


The ship began to tilt toward the valley's mouth where the group of Espers was slowly striding. The thrusters lit up in blue flames and began it's descent on it's kamikaze mission. Ty`rune looked up as Gen helped Gau and Crono out of the tree.


"Well.. It appears they are going to ram us." Ty`rune said calmly. "Please say you have some kind of teleport spell, Ty`rune." Crono asked desperately.


"Your in luck brother, I do." Ty`rune chanted the teleport spell quickly than suddenly Gen and Ty`rune vanished leaving Crono and Gau behind.


"THAT LITTLE ASS HOLE!" Gau shouted while Crono could only blink in surprise. Slowly Crono looked up at the flaming ship dropping fast toward them.


"Well all I have to say is.. RUN!" Crono and Gau both bolted away from the valley exit and toward the hill they had once stood on.


The ship finally crashed into the ground with a great explosion. The walls of the valley trembled and collapsed over the exploding ship. The shrapnel from the ship's destruction flew into the air and ripped right through each and every Magi`tech armor in the air and on the ground. Pieces flew toward Crono and Gau, but missed only by a few feet each time.


Lexis's squad was wiped out and now falling from the sky as well. The only way out of the once emerald valley had been sealed in fire and rock. Gau and Crono were sealed away in a burning battlefield. The battle was over without neither a victor nor a loser. 


While attempting to escape the falling burning metal pieces. Gau and Crono had dashed into a newly cleared out cave that was sealed by the valley's rock. But once the two had found a safe haven the passage out of the cave had been sealed once again, by a falling mech that still burned from the explosion. Soon the smoke would be in the entire cave and kill the two imprisoned Espers.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


Ty`rune and Gen reappeared within the Blue Dragon Guild's temple which was sealed safely away underneath the royal palace. Gen fell to the ground tired and fatigued he could not move a muscle. Ty`rune on the other hand still had plenty of energy since he had consumed all of the elemental crystals and the Blue dragon pendent.


"Are you alright, Gen?" Gen nodded slowly trying to get up, but couldn't. "You did very well out their Gen. you should be proud of your destructive abilities." Gen let out a chuckle.


"I wonder if Crono was killed because of us." Gen said calmly. "If he died it wouldn't matter. It would just mean he was a poser and did not deserve to wear the golden pendent." Ty`rune replied.


"I suppose so.. But what about the paladin named Gau? He didn't seem to be that bad of a guy." Ty`rune looked at Gen with hatred in his eyes.


"That paladin has gotten me into more trouble than anyone else. Him and his dumb Uncle Cid were the ones who locked me away in that damned shadow plane." Gen let out a chuckle and replied, "Ah yes, but if you didn't get locked away. You wouldn't have met me and you wouldn't be as strong as you are now." Ty`rune shrugged.


"Yes every bad thing has a plus I suppose." Ty`rune sighed and sat down on his throne.


"Are you sure you’re alright? Would you like a cleric?" Gen shook his head. "No, I'm fine I just need to rest a bit."


"Alright, suit yourself. I think I will go make plans for that little exploration to the uncharted isles. See if we can find any useful artifacts or spell books from long ago." Ty`rune trotted out of the room as Gen curled up in a ball a top a pile of blue and black blankets.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


"Crono.. We have to find a way out of here. Those fumes will kill us soon." Gau said breathing slowly trying to slow his heart beat. Crono crouched down slowly taking out his blade La Gaea. Slowly he crafted a perfect circle onto the ground and began to write in magical runes.


"This isn't the time for spells Crono. We have to find another way out!" Crono only nodded, but continued with his runes.


"What exactly are you doing down there?" Gau asked looking over Crono's shoulder. He couldn't see the runes that Crono slowly carved into the cold rich soil. The cave was far to dark to see anything, but large objects like walls or living creatures larger than a bear.


"I'm casting a light spell along with a air cleansing spell. These types of spells aren't as easily caste by the mind; they must be charted in a certain area and correctly done. Be patient Gau." Crono replied and continued with his runes again.


As Crono neared completion of the perfect circle's runes the out lines of the circle began to glow with a golden tint. Gau blinked slightly and when he re-opened his eyes the cave was light and he could see everything perfectly. No longer did he cough on the polluted air though the cave remained cold and damp.


"There is that better?" Crono said with a smile. Gau only chuckled and nodded.


"Well, I suppose we should start trying to find a new exit." Gau suggested while Crono stood up and stretched a bit.


"When we get back to the palace, I'll be sure to personally execute my brother.." Gau nodded. "I'll help.. If you don't mind that is." Gau replied.


"Not at all. He screwed us both over. I really hope the Evan`Dor doesn’t kill him before I get to him." Gau let out a laugh and began to walk down the cavern hall. It would be a longer journey and a mysterious one.

