Patrick Fleming





 Curriculum Vitae





        As of 9/17/07

Home Address


    



     

Work Address

106 Bluestone Hill Dr





James Madison University

Harrisonburg, VA





Philosophy and Religion

22801







MSC 7504









Harrisonburg, VA









22807

Education

PhD. in Philosophy, University of Connecticut (2000-2006) 

B.A. in Philosophy, Indiana University (1994-1998)

Current Position

Visiting Assistant Professor, James Madison University (since 2006)

Area of Specialization

Ethics

Areas of Competence

History of Modern Philosophy, Action Theory, Philosophy of Religion, Philosophy of Science, Critical Thinking

Dissertation

“Reasons, Desires, and Ends”, Committee: Joel Kupperman (Chair), Diana Meyers, and John Troyer

Publications

1) “Hume on Weakness of Will” British Journal for the History of Philosophy, forthcoming

2) “On a Purported Principle of Practical Reason” Journal of Philosophical Research, forthcoming

3) “The Indeterminacy of Desire and Practical Reason” in Moral Psychology Today: Essays on Values, Rational Choice, and the Will ed. by David K. Chan, Springer: Philosophical Studies Series, forthcoming

4) “Berkeley’s Immaterialist Theory of Action” Journal of the History of Philosophy, p. 415-429, Vol. 44, No. 3, July 2006

5) “Kant and Strawson on the Objectivity Thesis” Idealistic Studies, p. 173-180, Vol. 34, Issue 2 Fall 2004

Works in Progress

“Caring, Character, and Rational Agency”

“Gibbard’s Transcendental Arguments” 

“Paradigmatic Action”

“Good Advice”

“Objectivity and Humean Reasons”

“Intuitions as Invitations”

Presentations

“Good Advice”, Central States Philosophical Association, 2006

“Paradigmatic Action”, James Madison University, 2006

“Is Wholeheartedness a Species of Practical Irrationality?” Central APA in Chicago, 2005

“Hume on Weakness of Will”, NYU/Columbia Graduate Conference 2005 

“The Indeterminacy of Desire and Practical Reason”, Conference on Values, Rational Choice, and the Will at the University of Wisconsin- Stevens Point 2004

“Web of Desire as Telos”, University of Texas Graduate Conference 2002

Professional Service

Treasury for the UConn Philosophy Department Organization of Graduate Students 2003

Coordinator for the UConn Summer Philosophy Workshop 2004, 2005

Chair of Guest Speaker Committee for the UConn Philosophy Department Organization of Graduate Students 2004

Committee Member for the Center of Critical Thinking at JMU 2006

Co-Organizer JMU Journals Group, 2006-current

Teaching

At James Madison University
GPHIL 120: Critical Thinking (multiple times): This class meets a university wide general education requirement for all JMU students. The course provides techniques that are designed to improve the student’s analytical skills: the ability to analyze arguments, assess evidence, detect vagueness, pinpoint fallacies, and in general achieve a higher degree of correspondence between beliefs and evidence. The course is self-paced, which allows students to retake tests and work at a pace that suits them.

PHIL 395: Philosophy of Science: This course was an upper-level course that aims to familiarize students with some of the core problems in philosophy of science. Some of the topics covered include scientific explanation, theory confirmation, scientific realism, and scientific revolutions. Many related issues in metaphysics and epistemology are also addressed.

PHIL 270: Ethics: (Upcoming Spring 2008) An introduction to the major moral theories in the Western tradition. Readings will be taken from primary sources such as Aristotle, Kant, Mill, and Nietzsche. At the end of the semester some issues in the philosophy of action will be discussed.
At the University of Connecticut

PHIL 104 Philosophy and Social Ethics (multiple times): This course served as an introduction to some major normative theories. We spent considerable time of Mill and Kant. We also examined the way personal relationships might create some problems for these views by looking at the work of Bernard Williams and Rae Langton. The course also explored what these theories have to say about some important social issues. We examined capital punishment, abortion, and animal rights. We also read Aristotle and Nietzsche as examples of thinkers who reject an overtly theoretical approach to ethics.

PHIL 104 P Applied Ethics Fall 2004: This course was an introduction to issues in applied ethics through professional and bioethics. After a brief introduction to logic and moral theory we examined issues related to technology and medical ethics such as eugenics, cloning, organ transplants, and euthanasia. The course also covered issues regarding the nature of justice of law, society and war. We closed with a section on ethics for engineers and nurses.

PHIL 105 Philosophy and Religion Spring 2004: This course started with an examination of the traditional arguments for God’s existence and associated problems. Following that we considered the problem of evil in some detail focusing on the work of J.L. Mackie and Alvin Plantinga. The course also included a section on the nature of faith and mysticism with writings from such thinkers as Dostoevsky, Kierkegaard, William James, and Freud. Finally, we considered the debate regarding whether creationism has any scientific credibility.

Teaching Assistant at UConn: two semesters of Comparative and Non-Western Philosophy with Joel Kupperman, two semesters of Introduction to Logic with Austen Clark, two semesters of Introduction to Philosophy with Tom Bontly, one semester of Philosophy and Social Ethics with Tom Bontly 

Course Work as a Graduate Student

P301 Contemporary Analytic Philosophy with Prof. Millikan

P307 Logic with Prof. Lehmann

P305 Seminar in Aesthetics with Prof. Kupperman

P300 Independent Study: Political Philosophy with Prof. Krimerman

P330 Theory of Knowledge with Prof. Troyer

P397 Classic Asian Philosophies with Prof. Kupperman

P315 Moral Philosophy: Irrealism and Relativism with Prof. Bloomfield

P397 Philosophy of Donald Davidson with Prof. Wheeler

P312 Philosophy of Science with Prof. Hiskes

P352 Feminist Theory with Prof. Meyers

P397 Value Theory: Aesthetics and Metaethics with Prof. Zangwill

P315 Moral Philosophy: Normative Theory with Prof. Kupperman

P316 Philosophy of Social Science with Prof. Gilbert

P300 Independent Study: Practical Reason with Prof. Kupperman

P321 British Empiricists with Prof. Troyer

P327 Kant with Prof. Elder

EDCI 326 Teaching and Learning with Prof. Barker

P320 History of Philosophy: Hume’s Treatise with Prof. Baxter (audit)

P315 Moral Truth with Prof. Lynch (audit)

P314 Action Theory with Prof. Meyers (audit)

PSYC 340 Motivation with Prof. Buck

PSYC 346 The Self in Social Psychology with Prof. Quinn
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