
Travel To Medjugorje
ABOUT YOUR PASSPORT:

YOU MUST HAVE AN UP-TO-DATE PASSPORT.   SEE THE INFORMATION BELOW ON CROATIAN VISAS.
A valid U.S. passport is required for each traveler. Please do not pack this in your luggage since you must present it upon departure, and at the first entry points into Croatia and Bosnia.

SUGGESTION: Have your passport number, and the place and date of issuance, written down (a Xerox copy of your passport would be even better), and kept in a separate place from your original passport.  This information is necessary for replacing your passport should it get lost.  Replacement is required before returning to the U.S.


VISA -   Visa’s are not required any more.  If there’s any change in this policy, don't worry, you



  can get a visa at the airport when you arrive in Croatia.
Vaccinations:  None required.
ABOUT THE WEATHER:
They say that the temperature in June ranges from 58 to 79 degrees.  Our experience has been that it is often much warmer than that in the Medjugorje area, however it could get chilly at night.   In almost all pansions & hotels, there is no air conditioning and, almost always, insufficient heating systems.  It also may rain some of the days you're there, so remember to take precautions for this.  July and August are usually very warm months.  

TIME DIFFERENCE:   Six hours.  (Noon in the USA is 6:00pm in Medjugorje)

ABOUT THE CURRENCY:
If you purchase anything while you're in Croatia, you must use their currency, called the Kuna. (As of December, 2000, it was about 8 Kuna to the dollar)  You can safely exchange money at the airport, at local banks, or at a hotel.  Medjugorje is in Bosnia-Hercegovina, and their new currency is called the "Convertible Mark".  Its value is the same as the German Deutschmark. (Currently, about 2 Marks to the dollar)  You will have no problem using American money while you're in Medjugorje, but if you plan to visit other cities in Bosnia-Hercegovina, you will need to convert some money into Deutschmarks or Convertible Marks.   Currently, there are almost no credit cards accepted in Bosnia-Hercegovina.  Some businesses in Croatia are starting to use them, but cash is still the safest.  Some Travelers Checks are not easily cashed in Medjugorje, but most are.  

Hint: **
Along with your other denominations, we recommend you bring a good supply of one-dollar bills.  These will be handy for any necessary tipping (like restaurants, or skycaps at the airport), or for cab fare in Medjugorje, if you wish to use one. (It’s about $5.00 to go anywhere in town.) 

MEALS:
Your meals will probably be served in a central dining area.  The lady of the house sets the menu for breakfast and dinner, and there is NO choice of entrees, as it is pre-fixed.  Most pansions serve excellent meals.  Your group leader can advise the cook what time to have your meals served the next day.  For lunch, there may be fruit, a sandwich, or bread and cheese made available, but lunch is usually not served. There are several local restaurants where you can get a good meal at a reasonable price.  The quality of food in Medjugorje is excellent.  In most restaurants, you can find good American style meals. (Check out the Colombo Restaurant, next to church for a good burger!)

TOWELS AND TOILETRIES:
Often, only a single (fairly small) towel per person is provided during your stay, and NO washcloth, so you may want to bring your own.  You should bring your own soap, shampoo, toothpaste, etc.  All of these items are, however, now available at local stores in Medjugorje. 

ELECTRICAL ITEMS:
If you plan to use any electrical items (like hair dryers, battery chargers, etc.), remember that the voltage is 220 and the outlets are European.  These require a transformer or converter (220V to 110V) and an adapter plug (with two round prongs) to make them work.

MEDICATIONS:
Any medications that your require should be carried with you since there may not be a place in Medjugorje to conveniently buy certain items.  It would be wise to have them with you, in your carry-on luggage.  (There is now a good pharmacy open in Medjugorje.  I’m just not sure they will have exactly what you need.)

THE WATER:
On our many trips, the water in the village has always been safe to drink.  Some cautious people believe that you should only drink bottled water.  If you’re at all concerned, bottled mineral water will be provided at your guesthouse, and is also available at all local grocery stores.

FLASHLIGHTS:
A small flashlight is important for walking around the village in the dark, or getting around in your guesthouse at night.  On occasion, the power may go out, so it's nice to have a flashlight.

CAMERAS,  ETC. & BATTERIES:

If you take a camera, you should take extra film since it is quite expensive over there.  If batteries are required for any of your items, you might want to bring extra.  Almost all types of batteries are now available there.   It is permissible to carry tape recorders, cameras, and camcorders to use during your visit.  

Very Important Information:

When packing to return home to America, you must remove all batteries from your electronic items.  DO NOT pack them in the suitcases which you plan to check at the airport, because they have a device that senses them in your luggage, and you will be told to step to the side of the line and unpack them.  Carry all Batteries with you in your carry-on luggage.  Remove the batteries from everything in your checked luggage - alarm clocks, watches, radios, cameras, or anything else that has a battery in it!!!   - NO BATTERIES IN CHECKED LUGGAGE -

TRAVEL ALARM CLOCK: 

 A travel alarm clock is recommended.  Many scheduled events require that you arise early.

CARRY-ON LUGGAGE:

Northwest Airline’s policy is (as of Mar, 2000) that each passenger is allowed one piece of carry-on luggage “plus” a purse/briefcase/laptop computer.  In addition, each passenger may carry a coat, umbrella, cane, crutches, collapsible wheelchair, stroller, infant car seat, infant diaper bag, camera, or two-wheeled luggage cart.

The maximum carry-on luggage dimensions are:  22” x 14” x 9”  and the maximum weight is 40 lbs.  They're usually not too finicky about this, but they could be, so be prepared.  

ABOUT CLOTHING:
Please be mindful that this is a very spiritual place. The Church officials have asked that no short-shorts or tank tops be worn on Church property, or on the two mountain areas (Cross Mountain & Apparition Hill) which have special religious significance.

In summer, the temperature may reach 100 degrees or more, during the day.  Conversely, if you think you might like to be on Cross Mountain at night, it could get cool enough to warrant a coat or jacket of some type.  Campfires or candles aren't allowed on Cross Mountain any more.

Your dress will need to be comfortable. We suggest that ladies wear slacks, Bermuda shorts, or skirts.  Bring comfortable walking shoes!  Sneakers or Hiking Shoes will be perfect for this trip. High heels and dress-up clothing are unnecessary.  It would be wise to take clothing that can be layered, with layers being added or removed as the temperature changes warrant. An all-weather jacket is also a good idea. Remember the terrain here is hilly, and rocky, and very dusty when dry... but very muddy and slippery when wet!  The roads are paved, but pilgrims usually do a lot of walking.  Taxicabs are available at fairly nominal fees.  We suggest that you take an extra change of clothing with you on the plane (in your carry-on luggage) in the event your checked luggage is lost or delayed.

ONCE AGAIN, WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU CARRY AN EXTRA CHANGE OF CLOTHING, SHOES, MEDICATIONS, ETC. IN YOUR CARRY-ON BAG, IN CASE YOUR LUGGAGE IS DELAYED OR LOST.

Hint:** Experience has shown us that it's a good idea to take along some mosquito netting in the summer.  There are no screens on their windows, and it can get very warm in your room.  We usually place, or tape, the netting over the open window, so we can sleep in peace!

ABOUT THE PACE OF THE PILGRIMAGE:

This is not an ordinary tour of Europe.  It is intended to be a Pilgrimage, or retreat, with a relaxed pace and much unstructured time.  If there should be delays in flights, transfers, etc., please try to relax and use the time to meditate. Worry and anger will not change the condition, and will only make yourself, and your fellow travelers, have a miserable time

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION:
[ 011 is the code for all international calls; 387 is the country code for Bosnia-Hercegovina; 36 is the city code for Medjugorje and the surrounding area. Their phone numbers usually have six digits

For your family to contact you in Medjugorje, they just dial 011-387-36- and the six-digit local phone number where you're staying.

    Medjugorje Hotel, Pansion or Host Family:    _____________________________________

    __________ Hotel, Pansion or Host Family:  _____________________________________

        (Other Country)

    Medjugorje Address:    _______________________________________________________

    __________ Address:  _______________________________________________________

         (Other Country
    Emergency Telephone Number(s): 011 - 387 - 36 -  __  __  __  __  __  __  In Medjugorje





                             011 -       -      -                                              In _______________
                                                                                                                                                                        (Other Country)
