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Nowdays people often have the attitude "Why study theology? It divides the people of God. Why can't we just love Jesus and get along?"





Answer:





	We can't love someone about whom we know nothing. So often when I discuss theology I hear the phrase "Well that's just your interpretation." Folks, God does not speak with a forked tongue. The Bible doesn't mean one thing for one person and something different for another. The person and work of Jesus Christ, the grand story of redemption, the majesty of God...all these things are revealed solely in Scripture. Theology means the study of God. We are commanded to love God, and to do that we must learn about Him. We don't learn about God through some mystical experience apart from Scripture. We must study what the Bible teaches in order to know God. The teachings we get from the Bible are called doctrines.


	Yes doctrines divide. They divide true Christianity from false Christianity. They divide true teaching and false teaching. These are good things. Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints say they love Jesus, Jehovah's Witnesses say they love Jesus, Unitarians say they love Jesus. The difference is, the Jesus they love is not the Jesus revealed in Scripture. He is not the Jesus of Christian theology and doctrine. However, theology doesn't stop there. The Bible teaches a lot about God's works and Christ's purpose. It teaches that salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone to the glory of God alone! Any group that teaches a gospel other than this is not Christian. That means any group that teaches that our works warrant salvation is not Christian. Any group that teaches that righteousness inheres in humans and is not imputed from Christ is not Christian. Any group that teaches that man is not fallen and can live a holy life on his own is not Christian.


	These seem like hard words in an age of tolerance like ours. However, I am convinced that the whole "love Jesus and don't worry about doctrine" attitude is a direct path to idolatry. We cannot worship a God without content. Our God is real, He has revealed Himself, and He expects us to love Him. If we truly believed this with all our hearts, we would never flinch from discussing theology.


	I am a Christian. I am a Protestant Christian. I am a Protestant, Reformed Christian. I am a Protestant, Reformed, Postmillenial Christian. I could make this list go on and on. Why do I adhere to all these doctrines? Why am I Reformed? Is it just an excuse to be an elitist intellectual? No! I hold to Reformed theology not because it is an intellectual system logically derived from a few scattered verses. I hold to Reformed theology because it is taught clearly and explicity throughout the entirety of Scripture. If more people would be willing to go to the Scripture and study what it says, we may see a great revival in our land, but if we keep up with our moralistic crusades, hoping for God to bless us in our ignorance, we will just become increasingly mediocre.


	But I guess that's just my interpretation.


