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Volume 7 Issue 2

Letter from the editor:


I need to make an apology to the IPASS group for something that got into last month's issue.  It was about the meeting on Feb. 13th and the editor in her wanting to get this issue out didn't check her sources and found out that you didn't need to be a member of IPASS to get into that meeting.  I do apologize to them greatly and hope that they will consider putting information about there meetings in Autism News in the future.  I have learned not to rely on every source that I get.


I also want to let you know that the April issue may be late because hubby and I are moving.  I will have a new P.O.  most likely for the May issue.  We are moving to McHenry, but luckily for me since my daughter spends over 12 hrs in Crystal Lake, she will most likely get to stay in that school district. Especially since we have no way of getting her from McHenry to CL for school otherwise. Email addy should and will , if I have anything to say about it,  the same.


Please send all comments, criticisms, renewals, etc. to:

Autism News

PO Box 1255

Crystal Lake, IL 60039-1255

Email address is bmhmom@speakeasy.net

Also remember to make your checks out to Autism News for $17.50…

Feel free to check out this newsletter or past ones out at our website www.autismnews.net
Don't hesitate to send me stuff, I love to read it all and do appreciate everything that is sent to me.

Happy Reading,

Amy

___ Clock is ticking…next issue could be your last.

___ Last issue. Thanks for reading Autism News.

All contents are copyright of the Newsletter mom. Total freedom is granted to recopy and share information as long as Autism News gets credit.

Meetings/Conferences

Sibshops for Children Ages 6-12 (Sundays, Mar. 2, and Apr. 6 from 2 PM to 5 PM) (4/6/2003 2:00:00 PM) The Sibshops are once each month events similar to the weekly sibling groups. They offer brother and sisters of children with disabilities and or special needs an opportunity to meet other siblings in a relaxed supportive and recreational setting. They are able to discuss their common joys and concerns, learn how to handle common situations and have fun. Fees: $25.00 per session. JCB 255 Revere Drive, Suite 200 / Northbrook, Il. (847) 412-4357 - Tamara Besser - 
Monthly Chapter Meeting (3/4/2003 7:00:00 PM) Our March meeting will feature guest speaker Deborah Michael OT, in her presentation Titled "Beyond Traditional Pediatric OT-PT-Speech Therapy For Your Child with Autism Spectrum Disorders" Mrs. Michael will discuss how specialized occupational and speech therapy can affect your child's performance by enhancing your child's motor skills, expanding play skills and supporting your behavioral support plans. Deborah Michael earned her master's degree in occupational therapy from Rush Medical Center in Chicago. Leading up to her post-graduate training, Deborah worked as a mental health consultant for Head Start in Chicago, as a teacher's assistant for an elementary school for children with neurodevelopmental issues, and has spent many years as a volunteer for several child-centered organizations. Deborah is currently the founder and co-director of North Shore Pediatric Therapy, Inc. (NSPT). The clinics are located in Glenview, Highland Park, and Lincoln Park. They provide occupational, speech and physical therapy services, specializing in sensory integration and oral-motor techniques. Other services include social skills groups, therapeutic listening, and parent support groups. NSPT understands the challenges that families with children who have autism spectrum disorder faces. NSPT collaborates with many top professionals in the Chicagoland area and advocates for children who have Autism and other Developmental Disorders. NSPT is the fastest growing therapy center in Chicago, and utilizes family feedback, sensitivity, and never-ending education to bring hope and progress to the children. Please plan to attend this meeting and learn more about how OT-PT-Speech Therapy can help your child. Skokie Village Hall - Lower Level - Annex Room 5127 W. Oakton / Skokie, Il (773) 262-8503 - Laura Wald - laurawald@hotmail.com.

Illinois Autism Project
Marriage & the Child with Autism
 March 3, April 7 630-830
Palatine

Intro to Autism
 May 14 Galesburg
Alton

Fatherhood and the child with Autism
March 13, April 10 7-9 pm
LaGrange
IEPs and Autism
March 7 & 8
Bloomington IL
Support for Parents with Siblings
March 10 7-9
Palatine
Toileting
Naperville
March 13 930-230
Asperger Syndrome
Park Ridge
930-230
May 19-20
Check Website: www.illinoisautismproject.org
or call our office for more information
708-354-5730

IEP Planning and Participation
Date: March 03, 2003
City: East Peoria County: Peoria Region: 1
Contact: 
Heart of Illinois Down Syndrome Association, Vickie Henley
Phone: 217-237-2818
Audience: 
Mental Health Professionals
Early Childhood Special Educators
Administrators, Parent Educators


Dr. Steven Gutstein (Autism), Maggianos in Old Orchard, Skokie - March 6-7, 2003
There is an interesting offering by Sweeney, Gendel and Associates and The ConnectionsCenter. 
He wrote a book about developing friendships for people with autism. This will take place at Maggianos in Old Orchard, Skokie. 
To register call 847/583-9492. The cost is $250.00 for registration prior to February 1st.
(Editor's note: I apologize for not getting the news to you before Feb. 1st.)

FOR ALL OF YOU THAT CAME TO THE SPRINGFIELD LINCOLN LIBRARY ON FEB. 4TH TO HEAR MARY LOKEN, PH.D., I AM VERY SORRY FOR THE INCONVENIENCE THAT THE CANCELLATION MAY HAVE CAUSED. 

I ONLY RECEIVED 4 RSVP'S IN TWO WEEKS, SO RESCHEDULED MARY FOR APRIL 1ST. THIS WILL BE CLOSER TO WHEN I.E.P ARE DUE. 

PLEASE ACCEPT MY APOLOGY AND I HOPE TO SEE YOU MARCH 6TH, AT 7PM AT THE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH BEHIND LOWES ON KOKE MILL ROAD. 

THANK YOU! DIANA NOBLE
Emergent Literacy Strategies for Young Children with Special Needs
Start Date:  March 07, 2003
End Date: March 08, 2003
City: Springfield County: Sangamon Region: 3
Contact: 
Capitol Area Association for the Education of Young Children
Phone: 217-391-0200
Audience: 
Administrators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parents and Other Family Members

Parental Involvement and Literacy: Consider the Possibilities
Date:  March 07, 2003
City: Collinsville County: Saint Clair Region: 4
Contact: 
Illinois Resource Center Early Childhood Professional Development
Phone: 847-803-4381
Fax: 847-803-2945
URL: http://www.thecenterweb.org/
Audience: 
Administrators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parent Educators


When Calm Down! and Just Relax! Don't Help: Meeting the Needs of Anxious Children in the Classroom

Date:  March 11, 2003
City: Matteson County: Will Region: 6
Contact: STAR NET Region VI, Lynn Ostroff
Phone: 708-342-5370
Fax: 708-687-2247
Audience: 
Administrators
Early Childhood Special Educators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parents and Other Family Members

IEP Planning and Participation
Date:  March 11, 2003
City: Mt. Vernon County: Jefferson Region: 4
Contact: OFA - Opportunities for Access Center for Independent Living, Terri Shelton
Phone: 618-244-9212
Audience: 
Administrators
Early Childhood Special Educators
Mental Health Professionals
Parents and Other Family Members

Beyond Preferential Seating: Managing Children's Central Auditory Disorders - March 11, 2003 12:30 - 1:30 pm,

Rush Northshore Medical Center, 

9600 Gross Point Road, Skokie, IL at the Sharfstein Center. 847/933-9339 ext. 222
Jeanane M. Ferre, Ph.D. will explain the M3 model which is a science-based diagnosis used to develop logical and deficit-driven intervention strategies.
Part of the "Grand Rounds" series sponsored by the Rush Neurobehavioral Center of Rush Children's Hospital 

 IEP & Autism Parent Conference

March 7 & 8, 2003 

Radisson Hotel & Conference Center 
10 Brickyard Dr. 
Bloomington, Illinois 
309-664-6446

Featured Speaker: Matthew D. Cohen, Esq. 
Day 1: 

"Autism/PDD and Special Education Law: 
The Good, the Bad and the Unknown Future" 
Day 1: Matthew Cohen will focus on what parents of children with Autism/Pervasive Developmental Disorders need to know about special education law and the IEP process, including parental rights and responsibilities. He will also address current local and national special education issues and the status of IDEA reauthorization. There will be an opportunity at the close of the presentation for "open microphone" questions and answers.

Day 2: 

AM: "Understanding & Writing Goals and Objectives" 
PM: "Active Participation in the IEP" 
Day 2: This day will involve small facilitated work groups designed to encourage more meaning ful and effective participation by parents in the special education process and their child's IEP. These activities are primarily targeted for the benefit of parents but professionals are welcome to attend with a parent as a team.

Cosponsored by the Illinois State Board of Education 
training iniatives: 

· The Illinois/PDD Training and Technical Assistance Project 

· Project Choices, and 

· STAR Net 

One day $15, two days $25. Registration deadline Feb. 7, 2003. 
Contact 

Diane Lamba 
1301 W. Cossitt Ave. 
LaGrange, IL 60525 
708-354-5730, ext 574 
fax 708-354-0733 
mailto:%20dianelamba@ladse.org
Do's and Don'ts for Serving Children with Autism: Mistakes Along the Way
Start Date: 
March 13, 2003
End Date: March 14, 2003
City: Chicago County: Cook Region: 5
Contact: STAR NET Region V
Phone: 773-553-3413
Fax: 773-553-3414
Audience: 
Early Childhood Special Educators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Elementary School Teachers
Parents and Other Family Members

Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates

Hyatt Orlando, FL 
March 13-16, 2003 

Perhaps the best Special Education legal scholars anywhere.

http://www.copaa.net/FifthConference.html 


Discipline for Life: Don't Start What You Can't Finish

Date:  March 15, 2003
City: Fairview Heights County: Saint Clair Region: 4
Contact: Children's Home & Aid Society of Illinois Child Care Resource & Referral Program
Phone: 800-467-9200, ext. 390
Audience: 
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parent Educators
Parents and Other Family Members

IEP Planning and Participation
Date: March 16, 2003
City: Mattoon County: Coles Region: 3
Contact: Coles County Autism Support Group, Vickie Henley
Phone: 217-237-2818
Audience: 
Administrators
Early Childhood Special Educators
Mental Health Professionals
Parents and Other Family Members

Far West Sub. Autism Society

a speaker hasn't been arranged yet, but we plan to have one at the March meeting on Tuesday, March 18 at 7 p.m. at the Bolingbrook Medical Center. You can call the Medical Center for directions at (630) 226-8100. Joanna Roman 
Tuesday, March 18, 2003

Center for Speech and Language Disorders, Elmhurst, will host a Parent Support Group meeting on March 18, 2003 from 6:45 to 8:45 p.m. Topic: Behavior Management Strategies for Children with Autistic spectrum Disorders to be presented by Anne Maxwell, Ph.D. & Heidi Bleyer, M.S.  For parents of children with special needs – CSLD is located at 195 W. Spangler, Ste. B in Elmhurst. To sign up, please call Evelyn at (630) 530-8551 ext. 104 by Friday, March 14.


Normal, IL - March 21-22, 2003 
The 9 hour Wrightslaw Advocacy training program will be held at Hayden Auditorium, Thomas Metcalf Laboratory School on Illinois State University's campus. The sponsors for the 9 hour Wrightslaw Advocate training program are StarNet, Illinois State University, Livingston County Local Interagency Council, Ford-Iroquois County Local Interagency Council, McLean County Local Interagency Council, Child & Family Connections #16, Child Care Resource & Referral Network The auditorium is located on the southwest corner of S. University St. and E. College Ave. in Normal, Illinois 61761. 

Questions: Call Carol Darveau (815) 657-8686 or e-mail her at pcdarvo@prairieinet.net 

Agenda & Registration: The confer from 6:00 - 10:00 p.m. on Friday, March 21, 2003 and from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 22, 2003. The registration fee will be $50.00 per person which will include copies of the Wrightslaw: Special Education Law and Wrightslaw: From Emotions to Advocacy books. Download the registration form at http://www.wrightslaw.com/flyers/il.03.pdf.

IEP Planning and Participation
Date:  March 24, 2003
City: Effingham County: Effingham Region: 4
Contact: GAIL CIL - Gaining Access to Independent Living, Kyle Packer
Phone: 217-342-7110
Audience: 
Mental Health Professionals
Early Childhood Special Educators
Administrators
Parents and Other Family Members

The Impact of Nutrition on the Young Child
Date: March 25, 2003
City: Chicago County: Cook Region: 5
Contact: STAR NET Region V
Phone: 773-553-3413 Fax: 773-553-3414
Audience: 
Early Childhood Special Educators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Elementary School Teachers
Parents and Other Family Members


Dare to Dream
Date:  March 29, 2003
City: Belleville County: Saint Clair Region: 4
Contact: STAR NET Region IV
Phone: 618-397-8930, ext 166
Audience: 
Early Childhood Special Educators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parents and Other Family Members
Comments: 
This conference is especially for parents, grandparents, foster parents and caregivers of young children with disabilities and all those who touch their lives. Janice E. Brunstrom, MD, Assistant Professor of Neurology and Pediatrics at Washington University School of Medicine, will be the keynote speaker. Copies of the conference flyer will be available after January 15th.

 IEP Planning and Participation

Date: April 01, 2003
City: Vandalia County: Fayette Region: 4
Contact: Fayette County Hospital, Vickie Henley
Phone: 217-237-2818
Audience: 
Administrators
Early Childhood Special Educators
Mental Health Professionals
Parents and Other Family Members

Tools for Constructing Literacy
Date: April 02, 2003
City: Chicago County: Cook Region: 5
Contact:STAR NET Region V
Phone: 773-553-3413
Fax: 773-553-3414
Audience: 
Early Childhood Special Educators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Elementary School Teachers
Parents and Other Family Members
Transition Training 0-3 to 3-5 in Wabash, Edwards & Wayne Counties
Date: April 02, 2003
City: Fairfield County: Wayne Region: 4
Contact: STAR NET Region IV
Phone: 618-397-8930, ext 166
URL: www.stclair.k12.il.us/starnet
Audience: 
Administrators
Early Childhood Special Educators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parents and Other Family Members

Parental Involvement and Literacy: Consider the Possibilities
Date: April 04, 2003
City: Champaign County: Champaign Region: 3
Contact: Illinois Resource Center Early Childhood Professional Development
Phone: 847-803-4381Fax: 847-803-2945
URL: http://www.thecenterweb.org/
Audience: 
Administrators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parent Educators


Technology and Early Learning

Date: April 04, 2003
City: Tinley Park County: Will Region: 6
Contact: STAR NET Region VI, Lynn Ostroff
Phone: 708-342-5370Fax: 708-687-2247
Audience: 
Administrators Early Childhood Special Educators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parents and Other Family Members
Comments: 
This user-friendly presentation offers participants an alternative vehicle for stimulating play and learning for young children through technology.


Midwest Association for the Education of Young Children Conference
Start Date: April 09, 2003
End Date: April 12, 2003
City: Peoria State: IL County: Peoria Region: 1
Contact: Midwest AEYC
Phone: 309-681-5325
Audience: Parents and Other Family Members
Parent Educators, Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers, Early Childhood Special Educators
Administrators, Policy Makers, Teacher Educators

Recognizing and Supporting People with Autism Spectrum Disorder (4/11/2003 8:00:00 AM) Sponsored by the Association for Individual Development in Aurora Illinois and presented by Barbara T. Doyle M.S. This workshop will teach the participants to recognize the characteristics as they manifest across the autism spectrum disorders. Participants will learn to adapt teaching techniques, environments and materials on behalf of children and adults with autism spectrum disorders or Fragile X Syndrome. The intended audience is for families of people with autism spectrum disorders, teachers and other educational staff, special education professionals and paraprofessionals, psychologists, social workers, speech and language pathologists, residential and day program staff, respite and employment staff, program managers and administrators, and all who interact with or provide supports to people with autism spectrum disorders. Registration is from 8-9 AM. CEU's are available for Social Workers, Professional Counselors, and QMRP's are entitled to 6 CEU's by presenting their license number or SSN and signing in and out on training day. The cost is $95.00 and includes CEU's, refreshments, and lunch. Registration deadline is Monday, April 7, 2003. Holiday Inn Select 1801N. Naper Blvd. / Naperville, Il. (630) 897-2060 - - 
Special Needs is a Family Affair: Stress and Coping for Parents and Children
Date:  April 11, 2003
City: Tinley Park County: Will Region: 6
Contact: STAR NET Region VI, Lynn Ostroff
Phone: 708-342-5370Fax: 708-687-2247
Audience: Administrators, Early Childhood Special Educators, Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parents and Other Family Members

Celebrating Our Gifts and Those of the Children
Date:  April 23, 2003
City: Des Plaines County: Cook Region: 2
Contact: STAR NET Region II
Phone: 847-803-3565
URL: http://www.thecenterweb.org/
Audience: Administrators
Early Childhood Special Educators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parents and Other Family Members
Comments: 
Participants will learn to look for the special gifts and talents possessed by the children they serve and their own gifts of intelligence.


The Dynamics of Toilet Training Children
Date: April 24, 2003
City: Chicago County: Cook Region: 5
Contact: STAR NET Region V
Phone: 773-553-3413
Fax: 773-553-3414
Audience: Early Childhood Special Educators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parents and Other Family Members

101st Annual PTA Convention
Start Date: April 25, 2003
End Date: April 27, 2003
City: Arlington Heights State: IL County: Cook Region: 2
Contact: Illinois PTA
Phone: 800-877-9616
Email: Il_office@pta.org
Audience: Parents and Other Family Members
Parent Educators, Elementary School Teachers
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Policy Makers
Comments: 
The Convention will provide opportunities to develop successful parenting skills, enhance effective teaching strategies, inform and engage community members and act upon legislative directives.


What to Do and Say When You Don't Know What to Do and Say: Working with Parents of Young Children

Date: April 25, 2003
City: Schaumburg County: Cook Region: 2
Contact: STAR NET Region II
Phone: 847-803-3565
URL: http://www.thecenterweb.org/
Audience:Mental Health Professionals
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Early Childhood Special Educators
Parent Educators

When All Else Fails: Strategies for Successful Toilet Training
Date: April 28, 2003
City: Elk Grove Village County: Cook Region: 2
Contact: STAR NET Region II
Phone: 847-803-3565
URL: http://www.thecenterweb.org/
Audience: Early Childhood Special Educators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parents and Other Family Members


Taming the Transition Confusion: Part I - Moving from Early Intervention to Early Childhood
Date: April 30, 2003
City: Grayslake County: Lake Region: 2
Contact: STAR NET Region II
Phone: 847-803-3565
URL: http://www.thecenterweb.org/
Audience: Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parents and Other Family Members


Childhood Communication Seminars

The SCERTS Model for Enhancing Communication and Socio emotional Competence. 
Featuring Dr. Barry Prizant 
April 28-29, 2003 
Chicago, IL 
mailto:%20janetballetto@cox.net%20barryprizant.com 


April 28 
When All Else Fails – Strategies for Successful Toilet Training 
Presenters: Patti Boheme & Mary Crissman 

April 30 
Taming the Transition Confusion, Part I - Moving from Early Intervention to Early Childhood 
Presenters: Lisa Fisher & Pat Kluzik Stauch 

Autism One Conference, May 2-4, 2003, Loyola University Chicago 

The Most Comprehensive Conference on Autism Ever Assembled 

Autism One, the most comprehensive conference on autism ever assembled, 

will be held May 2-4, 2003, at Loyola University Chicago. It is a conference for parents and professionals for the care, treatment, and recovery of children with autism. Our web site is http://AutismOne.org 

earanga@autismone.org 

Toilet Training: A Behavioral Approach
Date: May 03& 17

City: Chicago Heights County: Cook Region: 6
Contact: STAR NET Region VI, Lynn Ostroff
Phone: 708-342-5370
Fax: 708-687-2247
Audience: Administrators, Early Childhood Special Educators, Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parents and Other Family Members
Comments: 
This is a two day presentation. The second date is May 17. Priority registration will be given to those who are able to commit to both Saturdays.


Roll Up Your Sleeves: Making Playing a Learning Experience for You and Your Child
Date: May 08, 2003
City: Chicago County: Cook Region: 5
Contact: STAR NET Region V
Phone: 312-413-1822 Fax: 773-413-2918
Audience: Early Childhood Special Educators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parent Educators, Parents and Other Family Members

May 13 
Autism 101 
Presenter: Peg Mazeika 
Focus of workshop: Introductory 

City: Skokie County: Cook Region: 2
Contact: STAR NET Region II
Phone: 847-803-3565
URL: http://www.thecenterweb.org/
Audience: Early Childhood Special Educators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parents and Other Family Members
Comments: 
Teachers and families that are new to the diagnosis of autism will find this to be a valuable introduction

May 15 & 16 
Transdisciplinary Play-Based Assessment: Pulling Together the Pieces 
Presenter: Toni Linder 

City: Elk Grove Village County: Cook Region: 2
Contact: STAR NET Region II
Phone: 847-803-3565
URL: http://www.thecenterweb.org/
Audience: Administrators
Early Childhood Special Educators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Parents and Other Family Members
Comments: 
Participants must attend both days to receive a Certificate of Attendance and/or CPDU credits.


Illinois Family Literacy Conference
Start Date: May 22, 2003
End Date: May 23, 2003
City: Springfield State: IL County: Sangamon Region: 3
Contact: Illinois Literacy Resource Development Center
Phone: 217-355-6068
Email: tbudz@ilrdc.org URL: http://www.ilrdc.org/
Audience: Administrators, Early Childhood Special Educators, Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Librarians, Mental Health Professionals

Parents and Other Family Members
Teacher Educators

Effective Behavior Management
Date: May 30, 2003
City: Oak Park County: Cook Region: 5
Contact: STAR NET Region V
Phone: 773-553-3413 Fax: 773-553-3414
Audience: Early Childhood Special Educators
Early Childhood Teachers and Caregivers
Elementary School Teachers
Parents and Other Family Members

AUDITORY INTEGRATION TRAINING 

by: SHARON K. HURST, M.S. 

DOWNERS GROVE, IL: JUNE 16-20 & JUNE 23-27 

GLENVIEW, IL: JULY 7-11 & JULY 14-18 

SOUTH BEND, IN: AUGUST-dates to be announced 

CALL 1-888-248-0990 or E-MAIL s.k.hurst@attbi.com 
for more information or to register for a session
Announcements:

Play Partners is forming a Friendship Group for
boys, included in regular education, 2nd-3rd grade. All Friendship Groups meet six weeks, with the option of extending 3-6 weeks. Most likely to be held Saturday @ 5:00. Please contact Play Partners @ 847 681 0324 if interested.

Autsim Arts 2003 Contest

Win a ticket the conference of your choice by writing an essay or submitting art. 
Or just visit and look at the pictures. 
http://www.autismarts.com/index.html 


Time to start your tax crunching.

Better yet, it it is better to keep track of your medical and special education expenses as you go along throughout the year. Did you know that treatment of neurological impairments (that your health insurer did not pay because they were "educational") are tax-deductible medical expenses? Unfortunately, the Feds severely restrict the deduction to the amount exceeding 7.5% of your income. It also works only for those who itemize deductions. (Most people with a mortgage should itemize since the interest, real estate tax and state income tax deductions carry you to the threshhold.) 

· Example 1: a family with an income of $50,000 and therapy bills of $12,000 (plus the rest of the family's medical, conference, orthodonia, eyeglasses and other expenses of $2,000) for a total of $14,000. 7.5% of $50,000 is $3,750. The family can include $11,250 more deductions. At a tax rate of 15%, the tax savings are $1,687.50. 

· Example 2: same family with $100,000 income. 7.5% of $100,000 is $7,500. The family can include $6,500 more deductions. At a tax rate of 28%, the tax savings are $1,820. 

Your situation may differ, and if you have any questions, consult a tax professional with print-outs of the links below. Do not rely on this article as advice. 

· "Medical expenses; tuition or tutoring fees. If recommended by the doctor, amounts paid for the child's tutoring by a teacher specially trained and qualified to deal with severe learning disabilities may also be deducted. " 

· Therapy and patterning exercises 

· Legal fees. 

.

Don't forget that Illinois provides an education tax credit of 25%, for a value up to $500 for educational expenses, including for home programs. See your Illinois tax booklet.

Volunteer for Tag Days May 2nd or 3rd and help cure autism. Call 847-352-7678 to sign up!

DR. SEUSS' IEPS  (used with permission)
(Rhythm from Green Eggs & Ham) 

Do you like these IEPs? 

I do not like these IEPs 
I do not like them, Geez Louise 
We test, we check 
We plan, we meet 
But nothing ever seems complete 

Would you, could you like the form? 

I do not like the form I see 
Not page 1, not 2, not 3 
Another change 
A brand new box 
I think we all 
Have lost our rocks 

Could you all meet here or there? 

We could not all meet here or there 
We cannot all fit anywhere! 
Not in a room 
Not in the hall 
There seems to be no space at all 

Would you, could you meet again? 

I cannot meet again next week 
No lunch, no prep 
Please hear me speak 
No not at dusk. No not at dawn 
At 4 p.m. I should be gone 

Could you hear while all speak out? 
Would you write the words they spout? 

I could not hear, I would not write 
This does not need to be a fight 
Sign here, date there 
Mark this, check that 
Beware the student's ad-vo-cat(e) 

You do not like them 
So you say 
Try again, try again! 
And you may 


If you will let me be 
I will try again 
You'll see 

Say! 

I almost like these IEPs! 
I think I'll write six thousand three 
And I will practice day and night 
Until they say 
"You've got it right!" 



I got this off of the Illinois Early Learning website and I thought that it was very important to put it in now with the way things are in this world.

Teaching Children to Avoid
"Stranger Danger"

As our preschoolers grow more independent, we still need to supervise them closely, but most of us also want to teach our children about dealing with strangers. Alerting children to "stranger danger" can both help them to be safe and reduce parents' anxiety. How can we teach children to be wary of strangers but not to be overly fearful?


Tell her more than just "Don't talk to strangers." She may not understand that strangers look like the people she sees every day. She may also wonder why it's all right to talk to a new teacher or neighbor—people who are strangers at first—and not to others. 

Explain simple rules for staying safe. Try practicing or role-playing situations involving the use of these rules with your child.

· "It's okay to talk to someone if I'm with you or when I tell you it's all right."

· "Grown-ups who need help should ask other grown-ups, not children, for help. This includes carrying a package or finding a place or a lost puppy."

· "Stay near me or the grown-up with you in public places, such as stores or parks." 

· "If you're not close to us, stay an arm's length or more from someone you don't know. Back up or run for help if an unfamiliar grown-up gets too close. Scream and kick if a stranger grabs you."

· "If you get lost, find a police officer, security person, or store clerk. If separated from me or the grown-up you're with in a public place, such as at a store or shopping mall, stay in that spot until someone finds you."

· "Don't go anywhere with someone you don't know."

· "Never take anything from a stranger."

· "Listen to your feelings. If you're scared, get away and look for someone to help you." 

Read books on strangers with your children and talk about what you've read. Your librarian can suggest titles, or you may want to consider these children's books:

A Stranger in the Park by Stuart Fitts and Donna Day Asay (1999).
Never Talk to Strangers by Irma Joyce and S. D. Schindler (2000).
The Berenstain Bears Learn about Strangers by Stan and Jan Berenstain (1985).

Read more on keeping your children safe. Personal Safety for Children: A Guide for Parents is available online, or print copies may be ordered.

Education Publication Center (Ed Pubs)
P.O. Box 1398, Jessup, MD 20794-1398
Telephone (Toll-free): 877-433-7827
E-mail: edpubs@inet.ed.gov
Internet: http://www.nochildleftbehind.gov/parents/download/personal_safety.pdf
To learn more about protecting your child from strangers, visit these web sites. 

· Strangers
http://www.safechild.org/strangers.htm 

· Tips for Safeguarding Your Child
http://childlures.org/parents/tips.asp 

· Personal Safety for Children
http://www.nclb.gov/parents/safety/index.html
The BHARE Foundation Presents:

The 2003 CARE Conference

Curing Autism through Research & Education

April 4th, 2003

Hoffman Estates, Illinois
Listen and learn about the latest cutting edge research and treatments by the top experts in the field of autism!

2003 CARE Conference

For those that love and work with

Autistic Spectrum Individuals

  7:00 am. - Registration begins  

  8:00 am - 5:15 pm Conference Program 

The Stonegate Conference Centre is located 30 minutes NW of O'Hare International Airport at 2401 W Higgins Road (just E of Barrington Rd.) 847-884-7000

You will receive an e-mail or phone confirmation upon receipt of your registration and payment.  

Hotels in the area include:

Hampton Inn & Suites*




2825 Greenspoint Parkway

Hoffman Estates, IL 60195


847-882-4301                          

$69/night Double/King

$89 1 Bedroom Suite 


Wingate Inn*
50 East Remington Road

Schaumburg, IL 60173

847-882-5000

$69/night 

$109/night 1 Bedroom Suite

Hampton Inn* (near Woodfield Mall)

1300 E. Higgins Road

Schaumburg, IL  60173

847-619-1000

$69/night Double/King

*Free Shuttle services available to and from conference.

When making reservations mention you are with the 2003 CARE Conference to receive the above rates.

2003 CARE Conference

Curing Autism through Research & Education

April 4th, 2003

   Mark Your Calendars

Practical and useful information will be shared by some of the worlds leading experts in the field of autism.  
Speakers

Andrew Wakefield, M.D.

Emergent Pathogenesis of Regressive Autism: Implications for the Future

Cindy Schneider, M.D.

Current Research and Theories in Autism

Erika Blake, MOT, OTR/L & Elizabeth Fraser, MS., OTR/L

Dysfunction of Sensory Integration

Diane Twachtman-Cullen, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

Practical Strategies For Improving Communication, Language, and Critical Thinking
Barbara Doyle, M.S.

10 Lifetime Goals, For People of All Ages, with ASD

Tentative 2003 CARE Conference Schedule
7:00 - 8:00 am
Registration begins / Exhibitor viewing

8:00 - 8:15 am Opening Comments
8:15 - 9:45 am Barbara Doyle, M.S.
9:45 - 10:15am Break/Exhibitor viewing

10:15 - 11:45 am Cindy Schneider, M.D.
11:45 - 1:00 pm
Lunch/Exhibitor/ Viewing/Optional Parent to Parent Resource Discussion

1:00 - 2:00 pm Erika Blake, MOT, OTR/L & 

                        Elizabeth Fraser, MS., OTR/L
2:00 - 3:30 pm Diane Twachtman-Cullen, Ph.D.
3:30 - 4:00 pm Break/Exhibitor viewing
4:00 - 4:45 pm Andrew Wakefield, M.D.
4:45 - 5:15 pm Q & A Panel / Exhibitor Viewing

Registration Form

Name: __________________________________

Address:_________________________________

City: ____________State: ___Zip Code: _______

Phone: __________________________________

E-Mail: _________________________________

Registration Fee: $100/person (includes box 

lunch and continental breakfast)

Method of Payment:

___Check (payable to BHARE Foundation)

___Credit Card

Card #: _________________________Exp._____

Signature:________________________ $ ______

Payment is due March 21st. Late or same day 

Registration fee is $130 if space is available. No refunds after March 21st. 

Questions: 847-352-7678

Return this portion and payment to:

BHARE Foundation
523 Newberry Drive

Elk Grove, IL 60007

Or fill out the form on line at www.bhare.org and fax to: 847-891-1580

For Financial Assistance: 

Contact STARNET at: 800-227-7537

Or Illinois Clearinghouse at: 800-852-4302

Please make child care arrangements, as children may not attend the conference.

