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                                                              www.avocascouts.com

Newsletter, Term 4  2006

Now into the home straight for the final part of the year, but there’s still plenty happening at Avoca !

News
Apart from the normal term activities, towards the end of last term and in the past few weeks; Avoca cubs and scouts have been involved in some great events. The highlight for the cubs was the Cuboree held over the weekend at the end of September. This was attended by eleven Avoca cubs and three leaders. A great time had by all, even if sometimes in trying conditions with the wind, dust and heat. For many this was the first time away under camping conditions and is a great social and learning experience for young people. Special thanks to Brad (Rama) and Steve Kingsland-Wills for help with the setup the day before in very difficult, windy conditions.

Six Avoca scouts attended the pre-Jamboree camp at Glenrock a couple of weeks back and are now looking forward to the main event, the 21st Australian Jamboree at Elmore in Victoria next January. This is held essentially over two weeks with 10,000 other members attending from across Australia and the world, and is a pinnacle in a scouts career. They have worked hard towards this over the past year and will be leaving, together with one Avoca leader (Musca), on New Year’s day at 6am !

Speaking of Jamborees, the Jamboree of the Internet (JOTI) was held over the weekend of the 21-22nd October where cubs and scouts worldwide communicated with each other via the internet. We had ten PCs setup in the hall over that weekend which was attended by both Avoca members and visitors from 1st Wyoming and 1st East Gosford cubs and scouts. Many electronic friendships were made and contact was made with over 25 different countries. We also now have a “sister” group, Cub Scout Pack 924 from Evanston, Illinois in the US. You can check them out on the internet at www.pack924.com. Special thanks to those who made this weekend successful: Telstra Countrywide Erina for provision of the BigPond broadband service, ADC Communications for the PCs and network equipment and last but not least, Dave Temperley who helped setup and deal with the errant PCs, on both days !

Congratulations to Matt Norman in completing the scout patrol leader’s course held over a full weekend towards the end of last term.

Lastly, great news, overall the 1st Avoca Beach group has grown by more than 10% during the last two terms and we now have 16 scouts (ages 11-15), which is ten more than this same period a year ago.  Many thanks to Kimba (Gail Campbell) in offering such a great program that just keeps ‘em coming in the door !

Up and Coming Events

The highlight on the calendar early next month is the “Slamboree”.  This fantastic event is on the weekend of the 9th & 10th December at the Sydney SuperDome and is a sleepover.

What are the activities ?
An exciting West Sydney Razorbacks basketball game against their heated rivals, the Sydney Kings!   
• Post Game Meet and Greet, Autograph/Photo Session with the Razorbacks Players!    
• Games and Competitions!    
• Ghost Stories read by the Razorbacks Players and Coach Mark Watkins!    
• A Late Night Movie!    
• A Limited Edition Razorbacks/Scouts Slamboree Badge!

This is open to both cubs and scouts and costs only $20 including the game ticket. Not to be missed !

Parent volunteers for the weekend will be required for us to participate in this event. Please see Rama (cubs) or Kimba (scouts) for more information.

** The Group Christmas party is on Wednesday evening the 6th December from 7.00pm in the hall for all cubs, scouts, their families and friends. Please if each family could bring a plate of food and some snacks that would be appreciated. Mark your calendars now. **

Fundraising

Fundraising is an essential part of any non-profit organisation and is particularly so for our group. Other than term fees and some hall rentals, we receive no other income to keep the group functioning, provide materials for the activities and keep the hall maintained. If we can raise enough funds through this process, then we can subsidise activities such as camps and possibly reduce fees. Some groups have been so successful at this where they pay no fees at all !  Quite simply 1st Avoca Beach needs to do more…

Fundraising, where the youth members are involved, is an important part of the scout program as it engenders a sense of community responsibility and working to both contribute and achieve. To this we have established and are trialling a program with Brentwood retirement village for the fortnightly collection of waste newspapers and delivery to a recycling facility in West Gosford. This possibly could net the group a few hundred dollars each month depending on the frequency. We would need assistance from parents and some youth members a couple of times a month to collect and tow a trailer with the paper to West Gosford. If you have a tow bar, your wanted !  We will soon establish a roster of pickup so the load can be evenly spread amongst all families. Please assist us.

Recruitment

Quite simply we’d love to have some more leaders and we really need cub leaders !

If you do not put up your hand to be a cub leader now and start the training process, we cannot guarantee a future for cubs at Avoca. And seeing how much fun the kids have and learn, it’s too awful to comtemplate…

You will have a fantastic time if you become a leader as well as have some great memories to share with your child. Also if you know of anyone in the local area who would make a wonderful leader, then we would love to hear from them too !  Please talk to any of the current leaders about what’s involved in providing this very worthwhile and rewarding service, it’s fun !

Website
Remember if there is anything you need to know about what is going on at 1st Avoca Beach, just check the website at: http://www.avocascouts.com  (yes, we now have our own qualified domain name !)

Please refer this site to anyone you know who may be interested in scouting and possibly joining us here at Avoca as there is some great information describing what scouting is about, the benefits it provides and what we do. Also be sure to check out the slideshow of pictures from past activities on the site. Some pictures from JOTI and the Cuboree are there !

Lastly for any person, business or organisation that can assist us with any necessary maintenance, donations of equipment or money, discounts on purchase, or valuable assistance of any sort, Avoca Scouts would be proud to list these people or organisations on the website as supporters or sponsors of the group. We would provide their logo and a link to their website if they have one, and of course they can also provide a link in turn back to us. Free advertising for the world to see !

Hall Maintenance
Following a break in last term, we are in urgent need of some maintenance. We need to replace damaged timber in the door jambs, where the striker plates for the locks on both the scout and cub dens are located. Without these needed repairs, we cannot secure the doors exposing the resources needed by the youth members to possible theft or damage. If you can help with this handy “person” work or know of someone who can, please let me know immediately. We can pay for the work if necessary, but prefer if someone is “sympathetic” to the group in terms of costs.

Parent Involvement

As you may gather from some of the topics above, we need more help from the parents and friends of families whose siblings are involved in scouting at Avoca.

Whilst your child may be involved in scouts, we consider that you would also join our Group "family". The Group is only able to function through the efforts of the parents - as Leaders, Committee members, working bee and fund-raising participants, helpers at activities, transport providers, presenters/testers of special interests, etc. We expect you to take an active part in the life of the Group throughout your child's membership. 

Your child will also gain significantly more personally from Scouting when you contribute directly and demonstrate that you are interested in your child's activities and progress.

The reality is we have 25 families involved in scouting at Avoca and yet there are only 9 families who contribute regularly as committee members and leaders. Of course we do get some additional help for activities etc. when requested, but we really do need more regular help on an assigned basis, if scouting is to continue to be successful at Avoca and the youth members are to gain the maximum benefit from the program. I’m sure we all believe our kids gain enjoyment and benefit, otherwise we wouldn’t be sending them each week and paying the fees !

To this end, quite simply, for a little dedicated time each month, we need people to take on roles as leaders in cubs and scouts, and have open positions right now for a group secretary, hall maintenance support group, fundraising support group and quartermaster. For more information on these roles and their requirements, please see or call me anytime.

We need you !
Reminder: Fourth term fees are now due !
Have a great term !

On behalf of 1st Avoca Beach Scout group,

Robert “Musca” Milne – Group Leader

Email: robmi@acay.com.au
Mobile: 0403 333030
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