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Net is a short abbreviation for the word Internet or Network. The word net also is a word picture of how computers on the Internet are all tied together to form a computer network of shared resources (data).
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odem 



Most people on the Internet have connected using a modem. A modem is an electronic device that can take binary digits and transfer those electronic signals into sounds of two different pitches. This allows pictures, text, video, and other forms of computer information to travel across phone (analog) lines. A modem can also decode these pitches back into binary digits (or electronic signals). Each digit (or signal) is referred to as a bit. Most modems sold today transfer bits at a rate of either 28,800 bps (bits per second) or 33,600 bps .

Note: When two modems are connected, the lower speed of the two modems is the speed at which the two computers communicate.
[image: image2.png]


SP 



Unless you go to a library or college or you work for a company, government agency or school your connection to the Internet is probably going to be handled by an ISP or Internet Service Provider. 

Some ISPs in this area of the country are MindSpring, Access Atlanta, or BellSouth.Com. Some national ISP's are America On-Line (AOL), CompuServe, and Prodigy. These companies provide a phone number for your modem to call and get access to the Internet. Most ISP's also provide free browser software so your computer can surf the Internet.
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erms: 



URL stands for Universal Resource Locator. It is the address of a computer that contains Internet pages or other internet data. Each page on the Internet has a specific address (URL). Most resemble the following format: http://www.atlantabraves.com or http://www.disney.org . The last three characters identify whether the pages are a part of a commercial (com), education (edu), organization (org), government (gov), or network (net) site.

WWW stands for World Wide Web. This part of the web can displays pictures, sound, text, movies and even play games. It's this part of the Internet which has attracted so many different users the past few years. 

HTML stands for HyperText Markup Language. This is the computer language all computers use to create Internet (WWW) pages. It is similar to computer languages like BASIC or C+ . HTML is the language used to display this page you are currently reading.

HTTP stands for HyperText Transfer Protocol. This is the method or protocol that the Internet uses to send pages to other computers. Without this protocol, pages could not travel from one computer to another.
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WW.com



WWW stands for World Wide Web. The www are the three letters found in an URL address. [image: image13.png]


WWW.com is just a small part of what is found in an Internet's address. The www normally preceeds the main computer name (which is usually the organization, company, school, or government, name). 
The com part is what identifies whether a site is com (commercial), edu (education), gov (government), org (organization), or net (network).
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peed




The speed of the Internet is measured in bits. Bits can travel the same speed as light. That means information could travel from one place to another 186,000 miles per second. That is extremely fast. However, there are slow downs and hold ups along the way that makes that speed impossible with the current technology. [image: image14.png]



One limitation is the old phone line system. This system of sending data was never made to handle so much traffic nor was it made to send video, data, or pictures across it. However, much work is being done that has steadily increased the speed at which Internet can transfer data. 
When modems were first introduced they could transfer data at speeds of only 300 bps (bits per second). Then came 1200 bps. After that 2400 and 9600 bps were the norm. In the past few years, speeds of 14,400 and 28,800 bps have taken over. Just recently new advancements have made it possible for phone lines and modems to handle 56,000 bps. With a better modems and fiber optics being installed, speeds should continue to get even faster in the furture.

Note:
Some of the dedicated ISDN and other telecommunication lines can carry data at even faster rates then the above mentioned speeds. However, these lines are normally reserved for large companies due to the steep cost.
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ommunication

Telecommunications is the category that the Internet falls under. "Tele" is the sending and receiving of information over a long distances. Communication over great distances is part of what makes the Internet so appealing. It certainly shrinks the size of the world. The "Tele"vision and the "Tele"phone have changed the world just like the Internet is poised to do.
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Surfing is the Internet term for just looking. It is similar to looking through a library. Just like you might flip through several books looking for different items so might you search the Internet. I find surfing on the Internet is much easier and faster than browsing at a library. However, there are lots of extras on the Internet that can slow a person down if one is not careful. 
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ews Groups



A news group is a group of people with similar interests or concerns about a particular topic. A group of sewing enthusiast or car collectors could create a news group that deals exclusively with their hobby. Each subscriber to this particular group could go to a place on the Internet and check out posted questions, answers, and/or other interesting facts about their interests.
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hat Rooms




A chat rooms is a place on the Internet where other computer users can go online and talk (type) live with others on the Internet. Their messages appear live along with others in the chat room.
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-mail 



E-mail is a short way of saying electronic mail. Electronic mail is the transfer of information over sometimes long distances via networked computers. Most e-mail occurs between friends or co-workers. 
An e-mail address always has the @ symbol separating a person's call name and the computer name. For example Fred McGriff's address might look like this: Fred_McGriff@atlantabraves.com. 
E-mail has great advantages and conveniences that other types of communication does not have. The most important advantage is speed. E-mail messages can travel around the world almost instantly. In actuality once an electronic message is sent, it takes only a few minutes for a message to reach you no matter where you are located in the world.
