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Introduction:

During our power point presentation I told you that I hope that one day you could see some of the amazing things about whales. I also told you that I hope you could go whale watching some time. I can’t bring you whale watching but we can do a virtual whale watching activity. For some of you this is a chance of a lifetime to learn as much as you possibly can about whales.
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Task:
I will divide the class into four separate groups and you will each have a distinct job as part of the group. I will assign each group a different whale to research.
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1. Job One- You will be a trend specialist. This person will tell the rest of the class what things a whale watcher should bring with them while they whale watch.
2. Job Two- You will be an environmental specialist. This person will tell the class about the underwater environment and the domain of a whale’s life. This person will also explain the migration pattern of your whale.
3. Job three is to be the food expert. This person will tell the class what whales eat, and this person will also tell us how they eat( How do the whales find their food? What kind of technique do they use to swallow it? (chew it or swallow it whole)
4. Job four is to find out fun facts about whales. For example how long is it, how much does it weigh, etc…
!!!!Remember the purpose of this assignment is to find out as much as you can about whales. The more you find out, the more you will know!!!!
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Process:
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Follow each of these steps in order and carefully. If you do this then you will be able to create a successful task.

STEP 1: Meet with your group members and decide on jobs.  Food expert, environmental specialist, fun facts expert, and trend specialist.
STEP 2: Once you have decided your role the fun begins by doing your research.  You will be given time in school to do your project. This project is not only about whale watching but also about your team being able to manage time. If you have finished your research you may help a teammate with his/hers. Two minds are always better than one! 

STEP 3: You must write your part of the report on your whale. Be very careful to not write anyone else’s part in your report. Stick to your job!
STEP 4: You will present your information in a power point presentation. You will have ample time in class and I will show you some unique ways to make your presentation special.
STEP 5: Have a great time! This is a once in a lifetime opportunity!!
Helpful websites for you to do your research:

http://www.bestplaceshawaii.com/tips/hints/whale_watching.html

http://www.acsonline.org/factpack/humpback.htm
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/whales/alphawhales.shtml

http://www.coolantarctica.com/Antarctica%20fact%20file/wildlife/whales/food%20web.htm

http://dkd.net/whales/
Evaluation: 
Your grade will be based on the following rubric:

Effectiveness of the job – 30 points.  Did you cover the material that your job specified? Did you take that job and go the extra mile with additional information. ( For example: Did you add information found in other resources? Did you cite your references?)
Arrangement of materials - 30 points.  The group will get the same amount of points for this area. The grade will depend on how well organized your information is as well as how well you can present it.
Proofreading -10 points.  Your entire group needs to proofread this paper and make sure there are few if any grammatical errors.
Ability to use the web- 30 points.  Your ability to effectively use the websites that I have given to you and extract information from them. This is not to say if you find other outside resources that you can’t use them. 
Conclusion:
You have had a great whale watching experience!! You have completed a once in a lifetime activity and I hope you have learned even more about whales than you could have ever dreamed about.  It is important to remember that not all whales are the same but their differences, just like people, are what makes them special!
