Animal Farm Study Guide Questions

Questions to keep in mind during the reading of the novel

Why did Orwell write this novel?


Why were animals chosen for the main characters?


What can we learn from this?


How does this novel apply to us today?

Chapter One (1-10)

1. What makes Major a “major” character?

2. Where do the dogs sit?

3. Where do the pigs sit?

4. What is Benjamin’s cynical remark?

5. What is the meeting in the barn about?

6. Which human habits does Major forbid?

7. How are the beginning and the end of the chapter similar?

8. How are the animals behaving like animals? In what ways are they like humans?

9. Review Old Major’s speech in the barn. Describe its impact on the animals.

10. A Utopia is a perfect society. In what way can the farm be an ideal place for this Utopia? In what ways might it not be possible?

Chapter Two (11-20)
1. Who is Snowball and what is he like?

2. Who is Moses and what does he tell the animals?

3. On what day does the rebellion take place?

4. What do the animals destroy afterwards?

5. What are the first two commandments? What is the last commandment?

6. The pigs begin leading the animals in the second chapter. Why are the animals so easily led?

7. Explain why Snowball says to Mollie, “Those ribbons that you are devoted to are the badge of slavery?”

8. Discuss Moses’ role in the allegory. Who was Rasputin and what role did he play to Nicholas II?

9. Irony is the expression of an idea of an event that is the opposite of what is tryly meant or expected. Is there irony in the seventh commandment?

10. Speculate on what happened to the milk. Are there parallels in our society?

Chapter Three (21-29)

1. Who assumes supervisory positions?

2. Who really does the work?

3. What is Boxer’s maxim?

4. How are the cat and Mollie alike in approaching work?

5. Describe the flag the animals adopt and the symbolism.

6. Why do the pigs need the milk and apples?

7. How is the farm becoming more like a civilized society?

8. How do the pigs set themselves up to be the elete on the farm?

9. To what does Snowball simplify the seven commandants? How is the new slogan a good propaganda technique?

10. In a utopia, everyone is equal. How does th typical Sunday Meeting or the disposition of milk and apples relate to the Seventh Commandment? What does this suggest for the future of  the dream?

Chapter Four (30-36)

1. What are the agents of espionage for Animal Farm, and what is their message?

2. What are the neighboring farms called and who are their owners?

3. What do these men have to say about Animal Farm immediately after the rebellion?

4. Who plans and organizes the defense against an attack, and where does he learn military strategy?

5. What is the first phase of defense and what strategy follows?

6. Describe the action at the cowshed. How is this battle different from the Rebellion?

7. Over what do Boxer and Snowball disagree?

8. Which animals are recognized as heroes?

9. What ceremony will honor October the twelvth and Midsummer’s Day each year from now on?

10. The animals have risked their lives to create a society where they hold the power. From what you know about the pigs so far, why is this ironic?

Chapter Five (37-48)

1. What happens to Mollie? Why is she rejected by the other animals?

2. What is Snowball’s strength when debating Napoleon?

3. Which of Snowball’s schemes leads to the bitterest conflict?

4. What happens between Snowball and Napoleon over the windmill issue?

5. Who are Napoleon’s secret police?

6. Following the banishment of Snowball, what is Napoleon’s first official act?

7. How does Squealor explain the abolition of trhe animal vote?

8. According to Squealor, who really planned the windmill?

9. Who do you like better, Snowball or Napoleon? Why?

10. How has obedience and loyalty come to replace freedom and bravery  on the farm?

Chapter Six (49-59)

1. How is Sunday work handled?

2. What policy forbidden by Major does Napoleon announce?

3. Which animals have special reasons for concern and why?

4. Who is the human go-between?

5. What happens to the windmill? What causes this?

6. Why does Napoleon blame Snowball for the destruction of the windmill?

7. Describe the way the trade policy is changed? What happens first, second and third?

8. Boxer’s motto is “I will work harder.” Explain how this shapes his character.

9. Napolean begins changing laws to suit his needs. Find examples of this. Describe how the animals are forced to accept these changes.

10. Compare and contrast the beginning of chapter six to the beginning of chapter three. How is the difference ironic?

Chapter Seven (60-73)

1. What are two ways that Napoleon leads the outside world to believe that food is plentiful on the farm?

2. The hens threaten to thwart Napoleon. What happens to them?

3. Clover is singing “Beasts of England” after the execution. Why? What does it reveal about Clover?

4. How is the memory of Snowball used to keep the animals in line?

5. What is Boxer’s opinion of Snowball?

6. What influences Boxer’s final opinion of Snowball>

7. List the “traitors” that confess.

8. Why does Napoleon feel that he needs to show Snowball to be dangerous?

9. Compare and contrast the two songs. How are they different in what is considered sacred, or essential to the dream?

10. Why do the dogs attack Boxer?

Chapter Eight (74-89)

1. What discover do the animals make a few days after the executions?

2. How do the animals learn of Napoleon’s orders?

3. Name three titles used to describe Napoleon.

4. Name the official poet and one of his poems.

5. What does Napoleon sell the timber to? How do the animals react to the announcement?

6. What is the greatest loss after the battle?

7. What happens to Squealer one night?

8. What additional commandments do the animals find they have remembered incorrectly?

9. Napoleon is systematically lying to the animals. Examine chapter eight for evidence of this.

10. Compare and contrast the battle of the Windmill and the other two battles.

Chapter Nine (90-102)

1. How is Boxer’s health at the beginning of the chapter?

2. What is Boxer’s expectations regarding his twelth birthday?

3. What is Squealer’s deceitful explanation of  the animal’s rations?

4. What does Napoleon do to compensate for lack of food and lots of work?

5. Who do the pigs allow to return to the farm?

6. What do Benjamin and the others realize as Boxer is being taken away?

7. How does Squealer squelch the “wicked rumor” that Boxer was betrayed?

8. What are two ways that Napoleon uses Boxer’s death to his advantage?

9. Discuss the current status of the classless society Major envisioned?

10. What does the betrayal of Boxer really mean?

Chapter Ten (103-113)

1. How is the new windmill used?

2. Which animal is much the same as always?

3. What do the pigs do that shocks and frighten the animals?

4. What is the one commandment to which the seven commandments have been reduced?

5. How does Pilkington praise the pigs?

6. What promises does Napoleon make in response?

7. How is the flag changed?

8. Describe the very last scene from the animal’s point of view.

9. Explain the irony of the final, single commandment. Start with what it means?

10. Why does Orwell end the novel as he does?

