"TOWARDS A GLOBAL CONSCIOUSNESS"

Fred G. Thompson

The stimulus for this paper came from reading Jonas and Jonathan Salk’s book prepared for the United Nations "World Population and Human Values."  It shook me.  They drew a graph of the future population trend for the world and felt that major and fundamental changes in human nature were necessary if we were to survive as a human species.  In fact they saw it as a basic evolutionary change that would not happen quickly.  Such an evolutionary change could not transpire without the world population having some kind of common thinking about what changes would be required to permit humanity to live together peacefully.  We could call this a "global consciousness".

  It happened then that I was re-reading Pierre Teillard de Chardin's "The Phenomenon of Man" (1) and saw how clearly he saw the need for a "global consciousness."

 Then it became clear to me that a number of future oriented books had this common thread running through them.  Did they all start from Chardin’s work, or were they original thinking?  If they were original thinking, then this may be an important indicator of the way of the future -- or, maybe a fanciful dream.  Let us look at some of these books of the future.

Toffler in his book "THE THIRD WAVE"(2) described three waves of  civilization but I don’t think he saw in this any more than a socio-technological change -- not a change in the human species itself.  In terms of human history the shift from the Industrial Age to the present would represent a relatively small change.            

Shortly after Toffler’s book certain others followed which  pursued the futures theme in a somewhat different, but unique  way -- all bearing one way or another on the long term changes in human values and behaviour.  These included Marilyn Ferguson’s "AQUARIAN CON

SPIRACY" (1980)(3); Jonas and Jonathan Salk’s "WORLD POPULATION AND HUMAN VALUES" (1981)(4) ; Fritjof Capra’s "THE TURNING POINT" (1982)(5); and "THE GLOBAL  BRAIN" by Peter Russell (1983)(6). 

All these publications are part of a pattern indicative of a common realization that some major force is at work, or it is  a sign of a major human concept whose time has come.  As Marilyn Ferguson says, quoting Pierre Teilhard de Chardin,

 In every age........ man has proclaimed himself at a turning point in history,  "And to a certain extent, as he is advancing on a rising spiral, he has not been  wrong.   But there are moments when this impression of transformation becomes accentuated.."  (1) 

In the next part of the paper I will cover three of these recent futures publications and show how they see the unfolding of the long range evolution of humankind, and how  they are indeed linked by a common theme.  First, the one by the Salks on world population and human values which they prepared for the United Nations.

 "WORLD POPULATION AND HUMAN VALUES". 

The Salks plot the human population growth of the world over the  past 8,000 years and projects it into the next 8,000.  What is distinctive about this curve and the cause of a lot of speculation about social behaviour in the future, is the steepness of the rise, and the relative matching steepness of   the decline and plateau-ing.  The start of the steepness of          the rise is almost a thousand years ago, and the point of inflection sometime before the year 2000.  After the point of  inflection, the RATE of growth in population -- world wide -- will begin to slow and total population growth begin to slow down in the 21st century, begin to plateau in about a  thousand years and level off at about 11 billion persons.   Salk has assumed that in this population growth projection (shown in Figure 1 below) a symmetrical S curve, showing deceleration requiring the same time span as the acceleration.  

By his reasoning, population will not level off completely until about the year 4,000!   This may be questioned as being unrealistic.            

Salk is so convinced that a major evolutionary type change is required to attain population stabilization in the future, that he labels the period before the point of inflection Epoch A, and the period after, Epoch B. 

(Insert Figure 1)

In Epoch A, the struggle for survival, and inter-person,  inter-tribe and inter-nation relationships were in a highly competitive mode, and indeed still are.  Awareness of the negative values of growth - both economic and demographic  -  are beginning to arise, particularly in the technologically developed countries.  What was a positive value in Epoch A, may be a negative value in Epoch B.  This will hold for a          number of past and current values.  Values and attitudes related to competition, independence and power will have to shift from being of positive value in the past to negative in the future. For values in the future, Epoch B will emphasize  collaboration, interdependence and reliance on consensus in social and economic organizations.  Both individual AND          social values must indergo fundamental change.  The game  pattern of Epoch A was win-lose - if you win, I lose - and in   Epoch B it will have to be win-win - everybody gains.  Long range considerations will be required in Epoch B, as problems such as waste disposal and environmental management will have  to be dealt with in the long range win-win mode.  The activist, me-first groups will have to moderate their   approach in the future if Epoch B will be manageable in a crowded world.  As Salk says, the present values were rooted in the distant past when people thought the world was flat with infinite expansion potential.  Now we are just realizing the significance of the earth as a sphere with consequent  limits to its people-carrying capacity. 

 Salk does not see these changes as ones that will be realized soon.  It will take many generations of conditioning and exposure to the pressures of a complex crowded society to lead to this new level in human evolution. 

Peter Russell also does some speculating on the future of the human species in his book -- 

"THE GLOBAL BRAIN" with the sub title "Speculations on the Evolutionary Leap to Planetary Consciousness". 

Peter Russell’s awareness of some kind of major change came when he realized early in life the significance of  exponential population growth.  The earth could not hold all the people resulting from unconstrained growth, so something would have to change; it could be negative - nuclear    holocaust, world-wide famine or plague - or it could be  positive.  In the positive direction he was influenced by a  winter spent in the Himalayan foothills studying with Maharishi Mahesh Yogi.  Here he experienced "dimensions to my consciousness of which I had never dreamed." 

Then Peter Russell discovered Teilhard de Chardin, which significantly affected his thinking.  Russell says that  evolution has passed through two major stages, geogenesis  (the genesis of the earth), biogenesis (the genesis of life),  and is now coming into noogenesis (the genesis of the mind)   (Chardin’s word).  This would be the coming of an integrated  planetary consciousness as Teilhard had suggested.  Just as          many dots make up a picture, where the dots are themselves still just individual dots, the individuals in the world can   combine and interact to make up a planetary consciousness.    As it was difficult to see the existence of man from the  original amoeba, it is just as difficult for us to see, from  our present conceptual base, an extension of present mankind          into a state of full planetary consciousness. 

He describes how Dr. James Lovelock, a British chemist and  inventor, was looking at the different chemistries of   possible life on Mars.  In the process he developed the GAIA  Hypothesis.  GAIA signifies the entire Earth biosystem -   plants, animals, oceans, soil, atmosphere - as one balanced   biosystem.  It demonstrates what is common to most biosystems - homeostasis. The body, for example, maintains a stable 37 degrees of heat in the performance of its normal metabolic processes.  It is a self-regulating biological system.

 From this Peter Russell sees the Earth -- particularly when  viewed from beyond the Earth -- as a living organism, taking   in energy from the sun, breathing, moving, digesting in various forms, but a living organism.  Like the human body it  is a self-organizing system, in balance - unless man disturbs it by some drastic action.  Visualizing Earth as a living organism, what then is the role of humanity within that  system?  Russell says it is like some vast nervous system, a   global brain in which each of us can be likened to an  individual nerve cell.  Humanity can be seen as one enormous data gathering, data communication, and data memory system.   The grouping of people into clusters of cities and towns are          like nerve cells clustered into ganglia on a vast nervous  system.  The various libraries of books, tapes and computer  records are part of the collective memory of GAIA.  He even  visualizes the two Western and Eastern cultures as equivalent to the left and right side of the global brain. 

 However, humanity at present is a disparate struggling group,          far from being ready to act as an effective global brain.          But sometime, Russell feels, the "hundredth monkey" will take on the new practices and the new values of a changing world   and the whole of society will shift over into the new values system.  It will then be prepared to be integrated into a social inter-communicating group, with a single interacting  consciousness, and truly become the global brain of the Being  Earth. 

 Marilyn Ferguson explores similar thinking but comes to it  in her own way by another route. 

  "THE AQUARIAN CONSPIRACY" 

 In 1973 Marilyn Ferguson published "Brain Revolution:   Frontiers of Mind Research" and created in effect a clearing  house for researchers and others interested and active in such topics.  To meet the apparent need for connection and  communication of these people she began publishing the  Brain/Mind Bulletin in 1975.  This reported on current activities in related research, and innovation relating to  learning, health, psychiatry, psychology, states of consciousness, dreams, meditation and related subjects.  There was an overwhelming response to this publication, confirming that there was a wide and spreading interest in such subjects. She felt a groundswell of personal and social   change taking place.  As she says in her book, "the social  activism of the 1960s and the ‘consciousness revolution’ of   the early 1970s seemed to be moving toward a historic  synthesis: social transformation resulting from personal transformation..." 

The existence of so many people interested in these topics, and so many small groups being formed throughout the country suggested a large series of networks actively operating.  So  much so that it seemed more than coincidental.  Some force  must be at work as an idea whose time has come.  It seemed  robust enough to be worthy of a name.  Over a period of time, wrestling with these ideas, she felt that it was a kind of conspiracy.  A conspiracy means in its literal sense, "to breathe together" and has not necessarily the negative connotations often attributed to the word.  She then named her concept of these many networks the AQUARIAN CONSPIRACY,  and began the research necessary to the writing of a book, publishing it in 1980 under that title. 

The process of personal transformation is basic to the  concept of the ultimate Conspiracy.  Marilyn Ferguson describes this as occurring in four stages: 

  1. Entry point: the awareness that there is a better  way, and some new way that is worth seeking.  "if we   pursue this Holy Grail, nothing will ever be quite the  same". 

  2. Exploration: searching for new ways and new beliefs, trying new things. 

  3. Integration: "the mystery is inhabited"; the  reflective period; pulling it all together and reinforcing. 

  4. Conspiracy: finding others of like mind. "If the  mind can heal and transform, why can’t minds join to heal and transform society?" 

In essence then, Marilyn Ferguson is recognizing that the  changes of the 60s and 70s are beginning to be incorporated  into society and will eventually become international and transform the world.  This is an ambitious concept and would  involve changes in social relations, government processes  and economic principles.  Such changes are not inconceivable  if one views change in the perspective of the ultimate          future.

Both Peter Russell and Marilyn Ferguson were deeply  influenced by Teilhard de Chardin, whose magnum opus "THE  PHENOMENON OF MAN" was published after his death in 1955.    Let us take a brief look then, at the man and his work.            

THE PHENOMENON OF MAN 

Teilhard de Chardin was born in Auvergne in France in 1881.     He was a biologist, a palaeontologist of world renown, and a Jesuit father.  He was well known in scientific circles for playing a role in the discovery of Peking Man in China in  1929.  He is better known around the world as a great thinker and visionary on the evolutionary process of humanity.  He authored a number of essays and books, the most outstanding          being "The Phenomenon of Man". 

 Pere Teilhard believed that man is unfinished and must be surpassed or completed, and he deduces the steps needed for his completion.  He coined the term "hominisation" to denote  the process by which the original human stock is becoming  more truly human, and by which its potential will be fully  realized. 

 Human convergence caused (and will continue to cause) the          human species to meld, by migration and inter-marriage  between various cultures into a unified form unlike any other biological species.  There are some 8,500 various species of  birds and over half a million forms of insects.  In this sense man is unique, and this - human convergence - is the characteristic that will most profoundly affect the evolution  of the human species. 

Teilhard de Chardin visualized the convergence of human kind          to create a "complexification" that would lead to an  intensification of mental activity.  As he says, full  consciousness is to be defined as "the specific effort of  organized complexity".  This condition is the necessary          prerequisite of further evolution, rather than its hindrance.

Teilhard visualized, almost as if he had been an astronaut, the earth as a round globe in the universe, and therefore    limited in its capacity for human growth.  This would cause convergence and complexity to increase - there would be no  space in which to expand - and mental tension and energy to  increase at the same time.  All this would create what de Chardin called the "noosphere" or thought envelope on the 

earth and represent true evolutionary  growth. 

The development of the human species into a single psychosocial unit, with a single noosystem or common pool of thought, is the evolutionary direction that Teilhard  envisioned for mankind.  Interthinking humanity would then  be a new level of evolution, and a new organism with the  eventual possibility of reaching levels of Divinity.       Teilhard de Chardin’s writings and original thinking created problems for the Church and he was assigned to palaeontological work in China for many years.  He, however, continued his creative thinking and preparation of  manuscripts, without the liberty to publish.  Only after his death in 1955 were his manuscripts published and became  seminal works with world wide influence. 

                    --------------------  0000000000  --------------------           

The conclusions that I am lead to from reviewing the theses of the foregoing authors are that humanity has an  unbelievably great growth potential - and challenge -  in the direction of developing a global interacting consciousness.   But it would require Epoch B to be fundamentally different  from Epoch A.  Can we handle it?  First, we must be aware of the potential good that could come, and the need to  positively change our present values and beliefs.  Can we do it?  Indeed can we do it peacefully - without self-destruction? 

The four books I have presented have the same type of view of  the future, but only the Salks look back, THEN forward and see  the changes needed to survive on this planet.  They don’t see the planetary consciousness so much as the more simple  change from a competitive society to a cooperative one.   These changes represent a fundamental shift -- purposeful, not accidental -- from a growth oriented, competition          based society to one of stabilization and cooperation.  Such a fundamental shift removes the stimulus for war, and sets the stage for on-going peace. 

Perhaps this is the only way to realize the possibility of  universal and permanent peace in the world. 

Fred G. Thompson
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