Welcome to the Moon

a presentation by Chris

The story is about 4 old friends, who meet at a low-down bar in the Bronx. They have lived there in their childhood, but at least one moved away. They have one problem, and that is: their identity is tied up with the neighbourhood because they know it and its rules, and without that they feel empty and lost.

It has been 3 years since Stephen and Vinnie met. They talk about old days in the Bronx. Vinnie has got a job at the local post office, and he is very happy about it. They talk about why Stephen was the first to leave the Bronx, and he uses a bad excuse and says that it was because he had to join the army. That is not the reason why; it is because he is in love with his old girlfriend Shirley, and the city and the friends are reminding him about her. Now he lives in Manhattan, goes to school and has married a speech pathologist, but he is thinking of leaving her, maybe in the hope that he can be with Shirley instead. 

Then they eat a sandwich, and Vinnie tells Stephen that Shirley is coming by, and he is shocked. Vinnie understands it now: he just thought that he was only looking fore his roots, and then he says Welcome to the Moon, and that is to say ‘get real’ or ‘wake up’. Then Ronny enters the bar, and tells them how it is going: its going very bad because he has tried to commit suicide 3 times. One of the times he tied his feet to a big rock and jumped in the Bronx River. But it was only two feet deep. Then Stephen starts to cry, and then Ronny says that he wants to talk with him alone and asks Vinnie to walk around the block. Then Ronny tells Stephen why he has tried to commit suicide, and it is because he is in love with Vinnie, and Stephen says that he understands how he feels. They agree it is all a tragedy, and now they will both try to commit suicide by taking plastic bags on their heads, and to get it over with they are running fast, and when they come to the bar they both grow weak. Then Shirley enters, and she is shocked by it all, and then Ronny says four times and Stephen starts to talk with Shirley, and then Vinnie asks why Ronny wants to kill himself, and Ronny admits that he is in love with him and that he had that feeling from they were little boys. The play ends with Vinnie saying: I love you too. For Shirley and Stephen it ends with him confessing to her that he also loves her, but Shirley says that she has never loved him. Then the bartender Artie, starts to sing the song `”When You Were Sweet Sixteen”.

