Dead Man’s Shoes

- a presentation by Anni:

About the author:

The author is called David Evans.

He went to prison for five years for anti-apartheid activities.

He wrote “Dead man’s shoes” in 1998.

Summary:

Piet Bezuidenhout is dead; an accident happene with a horse.

His wife Anne is left alone on the farm.

Anne is nearly forty years and pleasant-faced.

She has green eyes and a flickering smile.

She works hard with the big house, the poultry, the pigs, the sheep, the cattle and the garden.

She is rich. She has ten thousand morgen, new machines and a lot of green grass for the animals.

She saves money and modernises her dairy and builds white-washed rondawels for her labourers.

She has a brands new Saab cabriolet, a swimming pool, a tennis court, and in the house there are a lot of expensive furniture, paintings and good books.

She works hard, and she likes it.

Suitors come from far and away. Bachelors, divorcees and widowers think they may be just the one.

She receives everyone politely, and seven suitors do not give up. They are:

1 Harry Smith, the town’s auctioneer, who is the oldest - a bachelor of 65 years.

2 Jamie Roy who is a farmer, recently bereaved and 45 years old.

3 Maritz Grootbek who is a lawyer and the cleverest. His wife ran off with a salesman.

4 Japie van Os who is a farmer and the richest; he has lost his wife

5 Frank Sellars who is a trader, a bachelor and the nicest; he remembers birthdays and present.

6 Hannes Snyman who is a butcher and the biggest.

7 The narrator who is headmaster at the school where Anne has been a teacher and is divorced.









Rumours say that she wants to sell the farm to the new government and later go back to Ireland, but it is not true.

She will not hire a manager, but she takes charge of the staff herself.

She has a reliable Black foreman, Samuel Pitso. His father had served Piet’s father.

Anne has taught Samuel to read and write, and he is a bossboy among the Black workers. His mother and sisters serve in the house.

The suitors say to her:

Farming is hard.

Droughts and deluges destroy things.

Solitude can be terrible, especially on long winter nights.

We still live in dangerous times with communist troublemakers, and it is asking for trouble to live on a farm all alone.

She needs someone man enough to fill Piet’s shoes, says Maritz Grootbek.

She says to the suitors:

She has books, music and paintings, and she comes from a long peasant tradition and can take care off herself.

Also she has: “all you wonderful friends to rescue me from solitude and boredom.”

And she has Sam to protect her.

Only she, a foreigner, gets away with such a remark, as no white man there can be expected to tolerate any talk of a black being as good as white.

Many months later she invites the seven suitors to her house.

In the middle of the front stoep stands a pair of brown shoes. Sam is sitting beside them, smoking his pipe with his hat on his head. Japie asks Sam to find Anne.

He remarks that Sam does not take his hat off when he talks with white people, a new kind of insolence, which has come with the new South Africa.

Anne tells them that she has decided to take a husband, but she finds it impossible to choose between all these excellent men.

She points to the shoes and say: ”Whoever fits those - but perfectly mind! - can have me and all that I own.”

The seven men protest that the idea is absurd, mad and silly.

She tells them, that she is a woman of instinct.

None of the suitors fit the shoes.

Sam comes too; he is standing quietly, his hat in his hands.

Anne motions Sam forward. He kicks off the Wellington boots he is wearing, slids first one and then the other bare black foot into the shoes.

“A perfect fit!” exclaims Anne.

The suitors try to dissuade Anne, but she smiles, there is nothing they can do.

In time the suitors accept the situation, and some of them even visit Toekoms, which continues to prosper.

Later, an old Coloured cobbler says that it was no miracle that those shoes fit Sam because he once made them for him.  

Those shoes the suitors tried on were Sam’s own.

Live man’s shoes- dead man’s bed…

