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Death Can Follow a Man
summary exercise

Please sort out the correct sequence of the following sentences in accordance with Mattera's story:

Part One
1. The workers leave for home, and Van Tonder thinks he better change his ways.

2. Van Tonder greets Xipu, a former employee, at the funeral.

3. His four labourers recite the Lord's Prayer.

4. Van Tonder remembers his wife's kindness towards the coloured people while he eyes them with distrust.

5. Ester Pietersen, the Van Tonders' domestic worker, puts Sarel junior to sleep, swearing she will kill Van Tonder if he touches the child.

6. Annetta, Sarel Van Tonder's wife, is being buried.

7. After flinging the Bible onto the ground, Van Tonder expresses his fear, regret and bitterness by shouting madly at the people who have come to pay their last respects.

Part Two

1. Sorrow and anger wells up in him anew, thinking of how his son's birth killed his wife.

2. He remembers how he first met Annetta, bumping into her at the grocer's.

3. Following the funeral, Van Tonder ascends the mountains and looks down upon the African village where he learned the Xhosa language and first had sex with a black girl.

Part Three

1. Downstairs the mourners are eating and gossiping, a couple of women agreeing that Van Tonder is sure to take in another woman after a month's time.

2. Van Tonder calls his son a killer in front of Ester and drops his wedding picture to the floor, awakening the child.

3. Van Tonder is just about to commit suicide when Xipu, who thereby saves the white man's life a second time, stops him.

4. Her recollections remind Ester of the unwritten Eleventh Commandment that she herself will never transgress.

5. While Ester is soothing baby Sarel, his father goes to the bedroom and drinks brandy for the first time since he married, then collapses in tears on the bed.

6. He returns home in a bad spirit, and Ester watches his every move.

7. Listening to the gossip of the mourners, Ester recollects how Joost Du Plooy, Annetta's father, together with a black woman, was charged under the Immorality Act, and how she eavesdropped on the ensuing police interview of Kristina, his wife.

Part Four

1. Kristina, who was deeply in love with her husband, too, had a car accident on her way to bail him out whereupon Du Plooy hanged himself.

2. Toon Pietersen spoiled his lastborn child, and upon his death in World War 2, Ester made his grave into a place of pilgrimage for the man she loved.

3. Then she recalls her childhood years in Pearston where her father Toon Pietersen, a Jack-of-all-trades, enjoyed the respect of most of the townspeople, blacks and whites alike. 

4. Annetta, born two nights after the accident with a clubbed foot as a direct result, was adopted by Anne Scheepers, a neighbour of the Timmermans, and raised by Ester, and crying at the thought of the tragedies that had befallen the Du Plooys, she wonders what the future will bring.

5. Ester went to work for the Timmermans, Kristina's parents, and wondering what makes black bodies so attractive to white people, remembers how once she was ready to surrender her own to an advancing Joost Du Plooy, feeling an incomprehensible attraction.

Part Five
1. Looking down the path upon his recovery from the fall, Xipu realises that he fell over Van Tonder's lifeless hand.

2. Xipu wakes up and while eating a piece of stale bread thinks of the long journey to Du Toit's farm where he has been offered a job.

3. As Xipo mourns the death of his former master, Ester sings a lullaby to little Sarel, rubbing her cheeks against his skin.

4. Despite fast and sturdy legs, Xipu trips and falls on his back when approaching the cleft leading to his favourite mountain.

Then come up with subtitles for the five parts and construct an even shorter summary on the basis hereof:
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