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Chapter 3

model account

Summary

Jack is having a nightmare when his mother wakes him up and warns him that masturbating is damaging to his body. Then he relates how his relationship with his sisters has changed: they stopped playing their sex games after their father died, and Julie reacts to his lack of self-maintenance with scorn. In return, Jack tickles Julie, but that comes to an end when he tickles her wearing a pair of his father’s filthy garden gloves, and Julie pees her pants from laughing.  


About that time their mother gets increasingly tired, leaving Julie in charge of supper and bedtime, much to Tom’s regret, as she will not let him fool around anymore. Jack spends more time with Sue now, mostly talking about family and friends.


One day Julie listens in on a conversation they have about their parents; she tries to join in and ends up by criticising their lack of attention towards their mother. Thus, the next day, Jack offers to walk down to the shops with his mother. She gets her pills and, on their way home, suggests they invite friends from school for his birthday. Jack asks not to have friends over, recalling previous birthday parties in the family with his father terrorising the guests. 


Two days before his birthday, his mother takes to her bed, so it is Tom who wakes him up on the very day. He gets a comb and a pair of scissors from Julie and a science fiction novel from Sue and then takes a tray to his mother’s room. Then he spends all morning reading his new novel and finally washing his face and combing his hair on Julie’s command before they all go to their mother’s bedroom and have cake round her bedside.


They try to entertain each other in various ways, Sue telling a joke, Tom executing cartwheels and Julie resting on her hands with her legs in the air. Her knickers shows, and after this Jack suddenly finds himself singing a song he initially refused to sing, and then the little party ends.

Questions

1. What do you think of Jack’s mother’s warning against masturbation?

2. How and why has the family changed after the father’s death?

3. How do you predict their mother’s future?

4. How might the birthday gifts from Julie and Sue be said to link with their personalities?

5. Why does Jack find himself singing against his own will on his birthday? 

Jeanette Vindbjerg Nissen

jeanette_nissen@hotmail.com


