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Chapter 4

verb game

Please insert the correct forms of the verbs in parentheses:
Summary

One day, when Jack (to be) __________ in a burned down prefab up the road (to wonder) __________ about the people who once (to live) __________ there, he finds a sledgehammer and brings it home. He (to begin) __________ hammering on the cement path in their garden, but Julie (to tell) __________ him to stop because their mother (to have) __________ a headache. She is now bedridden, and her room has become the centre of the house. Julie (to give) __________ orders instead, and Jack (to suspect) __________ that she (to exploit) __________ the situation. 

(To come) __________ round to the back garden where Julie (to lie) __________ in her bikini sunbathing, he (to ask) __________ her how she (to get) __________ the order if she never (to go) __________ inside. She (to do) __________ not reply, but have him (to rub) __________ lotion on her back and legs. This (to disturb) __________ Jack to the extent that he finally (to hurry) __________ to the bathroom, presumably to masturbate, and later that evening he (to throw) __________ the sledgehammer down into the cellar.

Then Jack (to relate) __________ how one of the every third mornings he has to walk Tom to his school, Tom (to point) __________ out another boy who is (to bully) __________ him. Jack (to grip) __________ the boy round his throat and tells him not to touch Tom again. 

Tom, however, gets beaten up badly by the boy's friend, and eager not to let their mother know, his three siblings (to carry) __________ him to the downstairs bathroom and (to clean) __________ him up. Still, the mother must have (to hear) __________ his howls as she is ready to come down when they come to her room to put Tom next to her in bed, drink tea and talk about the incident.

One evening after supper, Sue (to reveal) __________ Tom's secret dream of (to become) __________ a girl in order not to get bullied, and they have a discussion about the sexes and their respective dress codes. Apparently, Tom does not live out his dream because soon their mother (to receive) __________ a praising letter from his schoolteacher. 

Later Tom is left alone with his mother (to sleep) __________. She (to wake) __________ up, (to call) __________ him to her bedside and tells him that she is (to go) __________ to be admitted to the hospital. Meanwhile, she (to want) __________ him to be in charge of things together with Julie, ensuring that Tom and perhaps Sue are not put in care, and that the house is not (to leave) __________ empty for vandals to smash. She (to inform) __________ him of the practicalities, and he leaves the room.

Three days later she is dead, and Jack (to ask) __________ Julie to see her, but she tells him no, and laughing blasphemously he (to follow) __________ her downstairs to talk things over before Sue and Tom (to return) __________.        

Questions

1. How do you understand Jack's thoughts when in the burned down prefab? 

2. Whom do you side with in their discussion of dress codes and the sexes?

3. Do you think the mother is telling the truth about entering hospital?

4. How do you imagine life in the old house with no parents left?
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