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Diversity and the World 

By Sharrilane Barnhart 

 
Diversity:   The practice or quality of being different.  Different could be socioeconomic - 
poor versus rich.  Different could be cultural, religious, age, gender, disability, education 
level, race, and just about any characteristic that could be compared between two 
items. 
 
Diversity is all around us every day.  Are we respectful of others differences? 
 
Today we have three candidates running for president.  We have a woman, a black man 
and a war veteran that meets the age difference.  At no time in history have we had 
such differences, such diversity for options in choosing the next president. 
 
Quote:  We are committee to celebrate our differences and to respect individuals each 
with their own personalities, backgrounds, beliefs and ideas.  The strength of our 
diversity combined with a dedication to common purpose leads us to tremendous 
success. Types of Diversity:   
Capabilities, disabilities, socioeconomic, background, sexual orientation, religion, 
ethnicity, race, gender, and age. 
When I was little I remember asking my mom, "why am I different"?  Now, as a little girl 
wanting to be picked for volleyball, I always seemed to get picked last.  I always asked 
why I can't be picked first.  Why am I different? 
Then when I became a teen-ager I felt different in such a clique environment.  I never 
felt like I fit in.  Sure I made the honor roll and read a lot.  But when the other girls sat 
together they had pretty clothes and money for lunch.  My socioeconomic environment 
was definitely different.  I came from a single family parent and no money for extra 
luxuries.  I felt different and was treated different. 
Once I graduated from high school, I started working and also got married after my 
beau came home from Vietnam.  This time was different.  People protested against the 
war.  When my beau came home he was labeled a "baby killer".  Men had long hair and 
from the back side you never knew if it was a girl or a boy.  I wanted to be like my 
friends who were getting married because at that time - women got married, had the 
white picket fence with 2.5 kids and lived happily ever after.  I was different.  I did not 
have any kids and also did not have the white picket fence.  I wanted to fit the box but I 
found out I was different. 
 
My life experience always seemed to make me feel I was different.  I never quite 
measured up to expectations, to capabilities, to race, to gender and now to age.  I just 
wanted to fit, to be normal, to be accepted, to count and then.......I began to understand 
what different and being diverse meant. 
Maybe just maybe it was okay to be different.  Maybe if the world was more accepting of 
being different, allowing diversity in all walks of life, the world would be a place for 
exciting opportunities, colors, cultural differences, ethnics and we could share the 
differences among us to better educate and support each other. 
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I have been educated in the subject of diversity and having the diverse opportunities to 
choose in life has made my life journey so much more exciting.  If I travel I can pick from 
lots of different cultures, religions, people of ethnic background, educational level, etc.  I 
can talk to a farmer and at the same time in a different area may be able to discuss a 
subject with a CEO of a company.  I can work to get my doctorate or settle for a 
master's degree.  I can exchange ideas for promoting diversity in the workplace with 
others that could share from a diverse array of talent, experience, or education. 
 
I am glad I am different as I feel that I have experience a great amount of knowledge in 
the subject of diversity.  Diversity is limitless in its descriptive words.  Diversity could be 
well-rounded in conversation topics. Diversity in the markets offer a wide selection of 
interesting, around-the-world products.  Diversity in education could be offering classes 
from various languages to speak, cultures to study and understand, sharing values and 
ethics that are different but could be agreed and understood as  monumental 
accomplishment in the acceptance for better global relationships. 
Diversity is what we want to in our experiences.  Share your differences with others and 
watch the gifts come to fruition.  We can learn from each other, share with each other, 
and build a better world for all to walk down their path in life journey.  Thank goodness 
for differences between us - diversity among us, it would be a very bland world if we all 
fit out of the box. 
 

Regional Training Program Photos 
Taken by Marianne Gronstal 
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