Ferret Castration

John R. Dinsdale, BVMS MRCVS

Castration in the ferret as in other pet species is a simple procedure with very few problems surgically or anaesthetically to any modern veterinary surgery equipped to deal with small pets. The operation itself is simple and the pet ferret can return home the same day to the owner with minimal aftercare. One or maybe two sutures will need to be taken out about ten days later.

Once the ferret has been castrated he will generally be even more amenable as a pet than he was before, he will of course not be able to get any female ferrets pregnant and will have fewer male tendencies, which is all to the good in the pet situation.

From the disease point of view there will be fewer bouts of fighting and aggression between neutered animals and thus less injuries and stress associated with establishing a pecking order. The ferret should therefore require less attention from your veterinary surgeon and should remain healthier for longer. 

There is some suggestion that neutered males also have a less pungent odour to them than entire males perhaps another good reason, however, ferrets kept in a clean environment and having the occasional bath really do not have an offensive smell anyway in our experience. 

Certainly we would recommend that all male pet ferrets be neutered early on in life to ensure that they have the longest and happiest life available to them. It generally seems to be the male owners of male ferrets that are least keen to have the operation, it is up to them to put their ferret first and give them the advantage of a happier life as a pet. If anyone requires further information on the procedure they should contact their local veterinary surgeon or have a chat to one of the senior members of the well established and well run Ferret clubs or Welfare groups who full endorse the procedure and will have first hand experience of it and its beneficial effects on their pets.
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