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THE COASTS OF HIGH BARBARY

Collected by CECIL J. SHARP
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Look ahead, look a-starn, look the weather and the lee.1
(Chorus Line) Blow high! Blow low! and so sail-ed we.
I see an wreck to windward and a lofty ship to lee.
(Chorus Line) A-sailing down all on the coasts of High Barbary.

For broadside for broadside, they fought all on the main;6
Until at last the frigate shot the pirate's mast away.

"Then hail her," our captain he call-ed o'er the side;2
"O, are you a pirate or a man-'o-war?" he cried.

"For quarters! for quarters!" the saucy pirate cried.7
The quarters that we show'd them was to sink them in the tide.

"O are you a pirate or a man-'o-war," cried we.3
"Oh no! I'm not a pirate but a man-'o-war," cried he.

With cutlass and gun O we fought for hours three;8
The ship it was their coffin, and their grave it was the sea.

"Then back up your top-sails, and heave your vessel to,4
For we have got some letters to be carried home by you."

But O it was a cruel sight and griev-ed us full sore,9
To see them all a-drowning as they tried to swim ashore.

"We'll back up our top-sails and heave our vessel to;5
But only in some harbour not along the side of you."
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NOTE

A version of this song, which the Rev. S. Baring-Gould collected in Devonshire, is published in 'English Folk Songs for Schools.'
I have collected only one other version, the first stanza of which runs thus:

"Two lofty ships from old England set sail;
Blow high, blow low, and so sailed we,
One was the Princess Charlotte and the other the Prince of Wales,
A-coming down along the coasts of Barbary."

The ballad is evidently related to an old broadside sea-song, which Mr. Ashton reproduces in his 'Real Sailor Songs.' It is headed
"The Sailor's onely Delight, shewing the brave fight between the George-Aloe, the Sweepstake, and certain Frenchmen at sea," and
consists of twenty-three stanzas, the first of which runs:

"The George-Aloe and the Sweepstake, too,
With hey, with hoe, for and a nony no,
O, they were Merchant men, and bound for Safee,
And alongst the Coast of Barbary."

Mr. Ashton thinks that the "ballad was probably written in the latter part of the sixteenth century," and he points out that it is quoted
in a play, "The Two Noble Kinsmen," written by "the Memorable Worthies, Mr. John Fletcher and Mr. William Shakespeare."

To the six verses which the singer sang to me I have added three others; two from the Devon version (with Mr. Baring-Gould's kind
permission), and one  - the last one in the text - from the broadside above mentioned.

The third phrase of the tune, which is in the Aeolian mode, is not unlike the corresponding phrase of "When Johnny comes Marching
Home Again." Compare, also, "Whistle, Daughter, Whistle" (No. 59).
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