A Mere Handful, They Would Overcome the World 

I. Introduction

Since the 1994 implementation of the so-called Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy, more than 8,500 members of the United States armed forces have been discharged under its provisions, at a cost which in strictly financial terms alone has exceeded 230 million dollars.  These expulsions have been, and are continuing to be, carried out on the sole ground that their sexual orientation renders gay and lesbian individuals unfit for military service.  There is an element of appalling humor to this situation, for about 2,400 years ago, an exclusive band of openly homosexual lovers comprised the greatest army the ancient world had ever seen.  Their raison d’etre lay explicitly in the homoerotic bonds they shared, from whence they derived the unprecedented unit cohesion and unyielding ferocity in battle which rendered their exploits a subject of undying legend, and which led them to their gallant end on the blood-drenched field of Chaeronea, in 338 B.C.E.  

II. Homoeroticism Throughout Greek Warrior/Athlete Culture

A. Segregated Society

B. Eromeonos and Erastes; the Development of Men

C. Homosexual Heroes

D. Homoeroticism in Sports and Martial Education of Youth

E. Homoerotic Bonds in the Spartan Army

F. The Hoplite Phalanx

III. First Conceptions of a Sacred Band: A Few Examples of Warrior Companions 

A. Harmodius and Aristogeiton

B. Cratinus and Aristodemus

C. Cleomachus and his lover

D. Chariton and Melanippus

E. Socrates and Alcibiades

F. Epaminondas and Pelopidas 

G. Leonidas’ 300 Heroes Stand at the Pass of Thermopylae

IV. Conception of the Sacred Band


A. Advice of Soldiers and Thinkers


B. Gorgidas forms first version of Sacred Band


C. Background of conflict between Sparta and Thebes


D. First Battle of the Sacred Band at Tegyra under Epimondias (375 B.C.)

V. Maturation of the Sacred Band

A. Pelopidas consolidates them

B. Second Great Battle of the Sacred Band: Leuctra (371 B.C.)

C. Aftermath of victory at Leuctra

VI. Final Battle of the Sacred Band: Chaeronea (338 B.C.)

A. Background of the conflict between Macedon and the Boeotian League

B. The Battle

C. Brief summary of homosexual elements in Philip II’s and Alexander’s backgrounds

D. Tribute Paid the Sacred Band by their Slayers

VII. Modern Times I

A. Excavation of the Common Grave and the Lion of Chaeronea (1818 A.D.)

B. Discovery of weapons hidden within the base of the Lion

VIII. Modern Times II: Questioning the Legend: David Laitao

A. writes paper with intent not of disproving sacred band but of showing strength of legend persists in spite of, in his opinion, insufficient supporting evidence

B. details the eleven ancient sources, 5 non-erotic and 6 erotic

C. attempt to discredit plutarch’s reliability

D. regards other sources as questionable

E. particularly questioning chaeronea

F. regards Xenophon’s lack of mention of sacred band as proof they didn’t exist

Conclusion: 

A. A different kind of gay role model 

B. Meanings for modern military?

C. Realities of war and death prove power and sancity of love

