Constitution

Of the

Tri-County Fermenters Homebrewing and Winemaking Club

Article I: Name & Objectives
We, the people of the borderline counties of Northeastern Wisconsin and Upper Michigan, do hereby form the Tri- County Fermenters, a club for creation and enjoyment of beer, mead, wine, and cider, herein referred to as “the club”. 

The objects of the club shall be:

· Provide for business meetings and social activities for its members,

· Provide education to its members and the public about beer, mead, wine, and cider: how to mash it, brew it, vint it, and most importantly drink it!

· Hold annual competitions to allow members and non-members alike to have their creations evaluated by an esteemed panel of judges.

Article II: Qualifications for Membership 

Membership in the club shall be open to anyone who is interested in making or consuming beer, mead, wine, or cider. Membership shall in no way be restricted based upon race, creed, color, religious beliefs, political beliefs, gender, or sexual orientation.

Section A. Membership Classifications
1.  Active Member. Active members shall be members in good standing in accordance with any bylaws or policies. They shall have the right to vote, hold office, and have full benefits and privileges of membership as are instituted by the club.  Spouses shall be included in this membership.  

Article III: Officers, Elections, and Duties
Section 1: Officers
The officers of the club shall consist of the Czar and the Grand Duke. Additional offices may be added by majority vote of the club at any regular business meeting.

Section 2: Elections
Officers shall be elected annually by the membership in the manner prescribed in the club bylaws.

Section 3: Duties of Officers
a.  Czar.  The Czar shall:

· Preside over club meetings

· Appoint interim presiding officials in the event of his/her absence

· Appoint brewmasters for the club brews

· Appoint committees and chairmen as necessary

· Manage the club website until which time that this duty it turned over to another club member

· Manage the club newsletter.

b.  Grand Duke. The Grand Duke shall:

· Maintain all club records

· Issue club membership cards

· Handle all club funds and maintain the club checkbook

· Prepare an annual financial report for the membership

· Pay all club bills upon their approval

Article IV: Meetings
The club shall meet on a regular basis as prescribed in the bylaws. Special meetings may be called as necessary by the Czar.

Article V: Amendments
This constitution can only be amended by ¾ majority vote of the membership at any club meeting provided that electronic correspondence  to members is sent at least one week prior to the meeting.

Adopted this 21th day of June 2008 by majority vote of the membership present and attested to by the undersigned officers.

_________________________________ 

_________________________

Edward Mathis, Czar




Gary Lindow, Grand Duke

Bylaws

Of the

Tri-County Fermenters
Section 1. Parliamentary Authority

Robert’s Rules of Order (10th ed.)  shall serve as the parliamentary authority for the club except where it is in conflict with the bylaws or the standing rules of the club.  No person shall be forced to read this book against his/her own will.

Section 2. Quorum
A total of 2 members other than the presiding officer shall be necessary to conduct business. There shall be no quorum necessary to conduct a club brewing session.

Section 3. Meetings
Meetings shall occur on a monthly basis.

Special Meetings. The president at the request of any member may call special meetings.

Section 4. Dues
Dues shall be assessed annually in an amount determined by vote of the membership. Dues shall not be pro-rated. New members who pay dues in the last quarter of the fiscal year shall be given free membership during that remaining quarter of the year.   The webmaster is free from paying dues as he shall pay for the website fees.

Section 5. Elections
Elections for officers shall occur at the December business meeting. Nominations from the floor and self-nominations are allowed. Election will be by secret ballot in the event there are contested offices.

Section 6. Filling officer vacancies.
1. Czar. In the event the president is unable to complete his/her term, the club Grand Duke shall inform the membership of the vacancy. The club Grand Duke shall have the authority to act in the Czar’s role until the next regular meeting. The club shall hold nominations and election at its next regularly scheduled meeting. 

2. Grand Duke. In the event the secretary is unable to complete his/her term of office, the president shall appoint an interim Grand Duke. The club shall hold nominations and elections for a new Grand Duke at its next regularly scheduled business meeting.
Section 7. Terms
The term of office shall be from January 1st through December 31st of the calendar year. There will be no limit to the number of terms an officer may serve.

Section 8. Committees
The club officers shall form committees for club events as warranted.

Section 9.  Amendments
These bylaws may be amended by 2/3 vote of the membership at any regularly meeting without advance notice except as permitted within the bylaws themselves.
Section 10. Dissolution

In the event of dissolution of the club, all club assets shall be liquidated. Liquid assets shall be donated to the Spring Lake Animal Shelter or its successor organization.

Adopted this 21th day of June 2008 by the membership.

_________________________________ 

_________________________

Edward Mathis, Czar




Gary Lindow, Grand Duke




