Brewer/winemaker profile

Hi. My name is Gary Lindow. I have been a home brewer since December 2001. I originally got into home brewing because I couldn’t find my favorite brew (Augsburger Dark) at my local liquor store. (Or any liquor store for that matter). It is now being brewed by Point Brewery but is not the same as what Hans Kessler brewed at the Joseph Huber Brewing Company in Monroe, Wisconsin.

Currently I extract brew but have also brewed some partial mashes. I would like to get into all grain eventually.  (Gary has since done some all-grain brewing)

I also enjoy the hobby of winemaking. I have my own vineyard so I control every facet of the winemaking process from the grape to the bottle. Last year I received a third place ribbon for my King of the North wine at the Wisconsin State Fair. This year I also received a third for my King of the North. Currently I have in my wine cellar some 2006 and 2007 King of the North, a dry red; a 2007 Edelweiss, a semi-sweet white; and a blended 2007 Cherry (Montmorency and Balaton), a sweet red.

I especially enjoy dark beers. The roasted grains and dark malts are extremely tasty so it’s porters and stouts for me. (Coal Porter from the Keweenaw Brewing Company is awesome). I am not a hophead so IPA’s just don’t do it for me. 

Every time I brew I think it’s a great accomplishment. The wonder of fermentation is awesome. The sights, the sounds, the smells. I really enjoy everything about brew day, but mostly tasting and sharing with good friends. The biggest mishap I’ve ever had has not been with beer or wine but with soda. I had made some cream soda for the kids and after a couple of weeks in the bottle a bunch of them started exploding. What a sticky mess.

I enjoy many beer quotes but my favorite humorist is W.C. Fields so I’ll go with his quote “A woman drove me to drink and I didn’t even have the decency to thank her”. I also like Ben Franklins quote “Beer is proof that God loves us and wants us to be happy”.

I am married to Jane. We have two children: Aaron (16) and Brianna (14). They put up with me although Brianna hates the smell of brew day.

Bless, O Lord, this creature beer, that Thou has been pleased to bring forth from the sweetness of the grain: that it might be a salutary remedy for the human race: and grant by the invocation of Thy holy name, that, whosoever drinks of it may obtain health of body and a sure safeguard for the soul. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

-Rituale Romanum (no. 58)

