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In order to show that this is a

generally known and accepted fact in religious circles of varied kinds we

want first to relate to you the traditional story of the "torii" or the

gateway to a Shinto shrine here in Japan.

The torii dates as far back in history as the pre-historic days of Japan.

The Goddess Amatarasu, ancestress of the Imperial Family, had a rude

brother by the name of Prince Susanoo. According to the oldest record of

the country, the prince laid waste his sister's gardens, defiled her new

palace, threw a horse's hide over her loom, and proved himself wicked and

unruly in many other ways. Disgusted by the repeated misconduct of her

brother, the Sun Goddess hid herself behind the Ame-no-lwato (or Celestial

rock door), and it is recorded that in consequence the world was thrown

into utter darkness. The Eight-Million Gods sat in council at the

Yasukawara (or Fields of Peace). It was decided, among other things, that

TokoyoNaganaki-dori (or Perpetual-daylight-long-singing-bird), as the

long-crowing cock was called, should proclaim the break of day at the

entrance to the cave. The torii is therefore an imitation of the gateway

on which the mythical cock perched. The gods then made music and danced

before the cave, so that the inquisitive Goddess peeped out to see what

all the noise was about. Tajikarao (or Prince Mighty-Power) seized this

opportunity to open the rock-door. The Goddess Amatarasu was now out of

the cave and sunshine began to reign again over the country.

Now, the Japanese cock has been known, from time immemorial, to herald

dawn. He is such a good timekeeper that he crows or thrice announces the

time regularly early in the morning. Three torii before a Shinto shrine

represent the three crowing or announcements of the cock. As the cock is

an announcer of the passing of night and the coming of day, so do the

three torii prepare the heart of the pious worshipper for his purified

appearance before the god. His passing under the god-gate expels the

darkness from his heart as darkness is lifted at dawn. The torii is

therefore the purifier of an unclean body and soul. When the Japanese

worships at a shrine, he clasps his hands three times or sometimes twice,

making a rather loud sound. Then he reverently bends his head over his

hands in adoration. This clapping of the hands is called "Kashiwade"

meaning "clapping of clean palms" but phonetically the hands are clapped

in imitation of the young cock which flaps its wings when he crows or

announces the time.

