	TORII GATES


some time ago some one asked about torii gate,at time I did 
not have any answer for it.recently I have found a book " nihon jinjya ko" by Iwasaburo Okino 1951 It is very intresting book.according the book, orignaly torii was not gate at all and torii can be anywhere in the shrine. 
people devote foods, fishs, shells, crops,febrics to shrine. 
some one can not offer exotic foods or things they brought 
chikens for feast. kept chiken around shrine but not in cage, some time fox feast chikens befor people. in order to protect chikens ,build a today' torii so that fox can not reach to chiken. toti= bird ,chiken and i = standing 
basic torii has two vertical posts and two horizonal board . top horizonal board is called "Kasa gi" a roof to give chiken a shelter. second board was torii chiken can rest and protected from predator, mainly fox. 
shrine is one of many gods sprits stay/live there and only 
shinto priest can go inside of shrine. meiji jingu is worship Meiji Emperor, another name is" mutsuhito no mikoto" and he was 
138 th of living god. placing torii in your oriental garden, you are worshiping one of shinto god or all of shinto gods like Amaterasu oomikami to meiji emperor. 
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