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          Through the conflict myth between Susanoo and Amaterasu, it is easy to 

realize that the sun-goddess is closely related to Japanese culture, and more 

specifically, to agriculture and silk weaving.  Amaterasu’s origins of 

agriculture and silk weaving go back to a story concerning the Japanese food 

goddess Uke-mochi no Kami.  One day, Amaterasu sent a messenger to see Uke-mochi 

no Kami and when he saw her, he was so disgusted by how she provided food for 

the world, for she vomited it.  When the food goddess turned toward the land, 

rice came from her mouth.  When she turned toward the waters, fish swam from her 

mouth, and when she looked toward the mountains, game creatures came out.  The 

messenger, not being able to stand the sight, quickly killed her.  Amaterasu, 

upon hearing this, sent another messenger to confirm her death and he found her 

corpse with a variety of foods and animals that had been produced from her body. 

 There had been produced millet, beans, rice, wheat, and silkworms.  The second 

messenger gave these items to Amaterasu and she planted the millet, wheat, and 

bean seeds in dry fields and planted the rice in wet fields.  Then she took the 

silk worms and put them in her mouth and began to reel silk from them.  Thus, 

the art of silkworm rearing and weaving came to be.           

The Institution of the Imperial Line 

          Years later, when Amaterasu’s eldest son finally had a son of his own, 

she decided to se nd her grandson Ninigi down to earth to where he and his 

lineage would rule as emperors. Ninigi went down to earth to southern Kyushu and 

brought with him the three regalia: the sacred mirror, the sacred sword, and the 

sacred jewels given to him by his grandmother.  With these three sacred regalia, 

Ninigi was to make sure they got transmitted to the emperorship, generation to 

generation.  After Kyushu, he journeyed eastward to Yamato where he founded the 

imperial line and took the throne as Jimmu, the first emperor, in 660 B.C.  

Amaterasu is connected to the imperial line in another way for she is seen as an 

ever-present model for the emperors and some believe that she lives within the 

emperor.  He is to act and rule as she does in heaven following her mandate.  

The Imperial Regalia 

          As mentioned before, the three imperial regalia given to Ninigi are 

the mirror, the sword, and the jewels.  Of the three of these, the sacred mirror 

that was put outside Amaterasu’s cave by the other gods and goddesses, is by far 

the most significant.  The mirror is believed to be Amaterasu’s nature: bright 

and clear.  It reflects qualities of brightness and honesty.  It is believed in 

Japanese tradition that when a mirror is dirty, so is the soul and like the 

samurai’s soul is his sword, so is the mirror the sould of a woman.  Even when 

Amaterasu was a child, Izanagi gave her a polished disc to kneel in front of 

each day.  He told her to hold in her passions so that the disc could reflect 

only a pure spirit.  The second regalia is the sword given to Amaterasu by 

Susanoo as a peace offering.  After Susanoo was banished, he journeyed and came 

across a girl being chased by an eight-headed serpent.  To help her, he changed 

her into a comb and made sake for the eight heads of the snake.  When they 

became drunk, he chopped the serpent into pieces and in the snake’s tail, found 

a sword.  He then gave it to Amaterasu.  The sword is seen as a symbol of 

strength, resolution, and  wisdom.  It represents the emperor’s role as a 

defender and Amaterasu’s role as a national guardian.  The last regalia is the 

jewels that the other gods and goddesses used to lure Amaterasu out of her cave. 

 The jewels are characterized by gentleness and yielding and are the source of 

compassion.                  
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