TIPS ON RAISING COTURNIX QUAIL

Quail require a brooder temperature of approximately 95 degrees F for the first week, dropping approximately 5 degrees every 3 days or so until the end of the brooding period.  They will feather out quickly, so do not require as much heat as chickens and turkeys.  Watch them closely to see if they are comfortable--if they cluster under the lamp, they are too cold; if they stay far away, drop their wings and pant, they are too hot; and if they range all over the brooder, they are comfortable.  Make sure they always have enough space to get away from the heat.  They are usually fairly quiet when they are happy, and lots of crying and peeping means they are either too cold, too hot or ill. 

It is best to start Coturnix chicks on rough paper towels, which are changed once or twice daily, depending upon the number of birds and how quickly they get soiled.  Coturnix chicks need a higher protein feed than chickens.  A good ration is turkey and gamebird starter (28% protein).  It is best if the feed is ground fine in a blender for the first few weeks, until they are large enough to handle the normal crumble size.  Begin by scattering a small amount of ground feed on the paper towels.  As the chicks get older and you are sure they are eating well, you can put out shallow, open feeders for them.  Place colorful marbles in the feeders to get them interested in the feed.  Quail chicks also need special gamebird-size waterer bases, as they will get in the water and drown.  If gamebird waterer bases are not available, normal chick waterer bases can be filled with clean marbles or gravel, so that the quail can drink but not get into the water itself. Never give quail chicks cold water, or they may become chilled and die.  Use lukewarm water, and it is a good idea to put vitamins and electrolytes in the water. 

Quail chicks are also strong fliers, so the brooder should be covered after they reach approximately one week of age.  They will fly up when startled, so the cover should not be wire, but something soft, like window screen or netting.  If wire is used, they will often scalp themselves or even break their necks.

When the birds are mature, they will get a 19% protein gamebird ration. They also must have oyster shell when they begin laying, as the hens usually lay an egg per day and will need plenty of calcium.  Pigeon grit works well, as it is small enough for the quail and also contains vitamins, minerals and oyster shell.  Fresh water should be provided at all times.

Quail have a tendency to be cannibalistic, and if picking is not stopped quickly, you may lose them.  Blood feathers and toes are especially enticing to them.  Putting leafy alfalfa hay in the bottom of the brooder will discourage toe picking and give them something to do.   Using red or blue heat lamps also helps.  You can also clip just the tip of the beak off to keep them from getting a good grip. 

Coturnix quail grow and mature quickly.  You will probably be getting eggs from the hens at 3 months of age.  Males will begin to crow and will secrete small balls of white foam, which means they are in breeding condition.  Coturnix quail will be large enough to butcher when they reach sexual maturity.

