TIPS ON RAISING PHEASANTS

Pheasants require a brooder temperature of approximately 95 degrees F for the first week, dropping approximately 5 degrees every 3 days or so until the end of the brooding period.  They will feather out quickly, so do not require as much heat as chickens and turkeys.  Watch them closely to see if they are comfortable--if they cluster under the lamp, they are too cold; if they stay far away, drop their wings and pant, they are too hot; and if they range all over the brooder, they are comfortable.  Make sure they always have enough space to get away from the heat.  They are usually fairly quiet when they are happy, and lots of crying and peeping means they are either too cold, too hot or ill.  They should be able to go in outside by about 4 weeks for ringnecks and 6 weeks for golden pheasants.  You may want to still give them heat at night if the weather is chilly.

Pheasants require a high-protein starter feed, approximately 28%-30% protein (Gamebird Starter is good).  Grind their feed fine in a blender for the first week or so, as the crumbles can be too large for them to pick up with their little beaks.  Feed them a starter feed for approximately 6-8 weeks, then gradually change over to a grower or all-purpose ration (approximately 18%-20% protein).  After the first couple of weeks, you can sprinkle a little chick grit on their feed, like you would salt your food.

Never give pheasant chicks cold water, or they may become chilled and die.  Use lukewarm water, and it is a good idea to put vitamins and electrolytes in the water.  Use a no-drown waterer with a small gamebird base, or if you must use a chick waterer, place marbles into the water to keep them from getting into it, but they will still be able to drink.  You may also want to place marbles in their feed to attract them and get them eating.

Gamebirds have a tendency to be cannibalistic, and if picking is not stopped quickly, you may lose them.  Blood feathers and toes are especially enticing to them.  Putting leafy alfalfa hay in the bottom of the brooder will discourage toe picking and give them something to do.   Using red or blue heat lamps also helps.  You can also clip just the tip of the beak off to keep them from getting a good grip.  When all else fails, there are bits and blinders you can order.  We find that bits work best for the youngest birds, and blinders are better once they are approximately 6 weeks old.  We always put metal anti-pick bits on the ringnecks when we first put them in outside pens, because they seem to have a hard time finding food and water with blinders, but are extremely prone to picking tail feathers.  We then change them over to the blinders within a couple of weeks, as they seem to work best to reduce picking.  We also give them greens and alfalfa hay to keep them busy.  Crowding and lack of cover to hide seem to exacerbate this problem.  Picking is very difficult to discourage in ringnecks, but is much less of a problem with ornamentals like the Goldens.  We prefer not to use peepers on them, as their beaks can become damaged if they get them caught in the fence or netting.

Ringnecks take approximately 20 weeks to reach butchering age.  They get their full colors quickly, while the Golden pheasants do not get their colors until their second year.  They will both lay and be fertile in the first year after they hatch. 

