SELF-BLUE (AKA LAVENDER) TURKEY
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The Self-Blue (aka Lavender) turkey is one of the most unusual and beautiful turkeys.  They are a rare heritage breed, able to mate naturally and hatch and raise their own young.  Heritage turkeys are an excellent choice for free-ranging, as they are hardy and disease resistant, unlike their broad-breasted cousins.  They are also less prone to leg and other problems associated with fast growth.


Lavender turkeys are usually quite calm and friendly.  Their life expectancy is approximately 10 years.   Mature weights are 16# for hens and 30# for toms.  They grow more slowly than a broad-breasted turkey, taking 6-8 months to mature to meat size, approximately 9-10# hens and 15-18# toms, dressed out.


 	Hens lay white eggs with reddish-brown speckles, usually beginning in their first spring after hatch.  They begin laying daily in approximately mid-April and continue into early Fall, if eggs are collected daily and they are not allowed to set.  Turkey eggs require 28 days to hatch, and a hen will set a clutch of approximately 14 eggs.  The hens make wonderful mothers, and most will raise a brood successfully on their own.


Self-Blue/Lavender turkeys are the only turkeys that carry a double-blue gene (homozygous), meaning that they will breed true (always produce Self-Blue/Lavender offspring); unlike Blue Slates, which produce either slates, splashes or blues, or Lilacs, which produce several different color variations.  We imported our first Lavender turkeys from Deb Swanson, of Swan's Nest in Tennessee, in 2000, and we now have the largest flock in the United States.  We breed only the finest birds, to assure you of quality stock.  These birds are NPIP and our flock is tested free of mycoplasma, which is a great problem in turkey flocks throughout the world.


Turkey poults need special care for the first 3 weeks.  They should be kept warm and dry, out of drafts.  They can be fed a 28% turkey and gamebird starter until approximately 6-8 weeks of age, when they can be changed over to All-In-One ration.  Vitamins in the water are helpful, and the water should always be lukewarm, not cold.   Once they are fully feathered, turkeys are quite weatherproof and will often prefer to sleep outside, rather than inside on their perches.

















