HELMETED GUINEAFOWL
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Native to Africa, helmeted guineafowl are noisy, pugnacious and interesting birds.  They are strong fliers and very fast runners.  Guineas are noted for their bug-eating abilities, and many people keep them for tick control.  Their feathers are popular with fly fishermen and crafters, and their meat is delicious--similar to pheasant.  Their eggs are small and very pointed on one end, with very hard shells.  They are especially good for baking purposes.


Guineas make wonderful watchdogs.  They will advance on anything unsual or out-of-place, giving their loud call and surrounding the intruder.   Females make a two-syllable "buckwheat" call, and both sexes make a loud, single syllable alarm call.  Females are also slightly smaller in size, and their gills (or wattles) are small and triangular in shape.  The males have large, cup-shaped gills and slightly larger helmets.


Guineas come in a variety of colors.  Our flock is a mixed flock of regular pearls, lavenders, buff dundottes, browns, opaline, sky blue, royal purple, and pied in all the colors.


Guinea young are called keets. They are very active birds right from the start. They are smaller than full size chicks and precautions should be taken to contain them as they will go right through 1" poultry mesh. We recommend placing keets on 1/4" or 3/8" hardware cloth because the small holes allow the birds to get traction, but do not let them fall through. 1/2" wire is too large and the birds will get their legs caught quite often. 


Guinea keets need a higher protein feed than chickens.  A good ration is turkey and gamebird starter (28% protein).  It is best if the feed is ground fine in a blender for the first few weeks, until they are large enough to handle the normal crumble size.  Place colorful marbles in the feeders to get them interested in the feed.  Keets also need special gamebird-size waterer bases, as they will get in the water and drown.  If gamebird waterer bases are not available, normal chick waterer bases can be filled with clean marbles or gravel, so that the keets can drink but not get into the water itself. Being native to dry areas of Africa, the keets do not tolerate being wet.  Guinea keets are also strong fliers, so the brooder should be covered after they reach approximately one week of age.  They will fly up when startled, so the cover should not be wire, but something soft, like window screen or netting.  If wire is used, they will often scalp themselves or even break their necks.


Adult guineas require very little care and do very well on their own.  When the birds are mature, they will get a 19% protein gamebird ration and grains.  Ours especially enjoy whole wheat, cracked corn and millet.  They do best on crumbles and do not care for pelleted feed.  If your birds are allowed to roam freely, they will eat very little during the summer months. If you have plenty of bugs and seeds you will start wondering if they are even touching their feed at all!


 























