GOLDEN PHEASANT
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Native to China, golden pheasants are very hardy and beautiful birds, well-suited to living outside. Like other pheasants, they are ground dwellers and will remain on the ground for the most part, constantly scratching in search of food. Despite this preference, they are good flyers and are perfectly able to maintain flight. They will also perch in trees and bushes. 


Pheasant chicks need a higher protein feed than chickens.  A good ration is turkey and gamebird starter (28% protein).  It is best if the feed is ground fine in a blender for the first few weeks, until they are large enough to handle the normal crumble size.  Place colorful marbles in the feeders to get them interested in the feed.  Pheasant chicks also need special gamebird-size waterer bases, as they will get in the water and drown.  If gamebird waterer bases are not available, normal chick waterer bases can be filled with clean marbles or gravel, so that the chicks can drink but not get into the water itself.  Pheasant chicks are also strong fliers, so the brooder should be covered after they reach approximately one week of age.  They will fly up when startled, so the cover should not be wire, but something soft, like window screen or netting.  If wire is used, they will often scalp themselves or even break their necks.


When the birds are mature, they will get a 19% protein gamebird ration and grains, adding more grains in the wintertime. They also must have grit since they swallow seeds whole and need grit to help grind up the seeds. Because they swallow their food whole, it must be a small size.


These birds will live easily with many species of wild birds. Some of the most common species are pigeons, doves, quails and ducks.  They cannot live with a more aggressive species, as they are quiet and docile.


Male and female adult golden pheasants are very easy to recognize. The female is always completely brown, but can range from a light to a dark shade. The male adult pheasant is very brightly colored with red, orange and yellow markings. Their average body weight is 1 to 2 pounds for both sexes. 


Immature golden pheasants cannot be easily sexed. The male's plumage will not be colorful until the male bird matures at about 5 months and receives its first coloring.  The males eyes will then be a yellow color, while the females remain brown.


 











