The Great Depression, New Deal and World War II

It is time for us as a class to take a virtual field trip to a time in American history that was characterized by poverty, hope, hard work, determination and courage.  We will be analyzing the period from the Great Depression to the New Deal Policy and on through World War II.  Remember, you must think in an historical context in order to fully understand the various ideas, actions, and beliefs of this era.

The Great Depression started at the end of 1929 and lasted a decade.  By 1933, fifteen-million people were unemployed and hundreds of thousands were both hungry and homeless.  There is only so much the imagination can do in order for one to visualize the anguish of millions while reading from your book. Let us go examine pictures from the Depression to help us understand more thoroughly the impact it had on the country and its citizens; after all, a picture is worth a thousand words.  Choose three pictures that you think define the Depression and write your reasons down.

With the election of a new president in 1933, the American people were hoping for a solution to their current situation.  President Franklin Roosevelt took office and quickly enacted the New Deal Policy, programs that worked toward economic recovery and social reform.  It was these government programs that helped the nation slowly rebuild economically, socially and spiritually.  Write down what you think the most significant programs were and why. 


As the Great Depression came to an end between 1939-1940, the United States was forced into World War II.  On December 7, 1941, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor leaving 2,403 Americans dead, resulting in Congress signing a declaration of war against Japan.  Here, I want to focus on the American home front during the war, the role of woman in the war effort, and how the United Stated emerged globally as a political and economic power as a result of the war.  Write down your findings on the role women played during the war and how the U.S. became a superpower afterward.
I hope you enjoyed your virtual field trip through this influential era of American history.  Let us not forget the courage, sacrifice and commitment that paved the way for us. 

