Learner Educational Acceleration Program
LEAP Academy

Description – LEAP Academy is a computer-based instructional initiative providing students who have been retained in grades 1-8 an opportunity to make up for earlier retention.  Using computer-based instruction, older than average students will have the opportunity to earn two high school credits during the summer between 8th and 9th grade.  Successful completion of LEAP Academy would allow students to graduate in 3 years, with the completion of two additional courses taken outside the regular school day (Nova Net, online summer school, or community college credit), if graduation requirements are not changed.

Goals for Students attending LEAP Academy

· Earn 2 credits toward high school graduation
· Develop School Appropriate Behaviors and Attitudes

· Display Positive Social Skills

Philosophy – LEAP Academy is intended to motivate and encourage over-age students to succeed in high school by providing tangible academic progress toward their high school diploma and by reducing the time required to obtain a diploma. An essential component of the LEAP Academy is personnel to nurture students and instill appropriate school behavior.  Students who complete the program will not only earn academic credit, but will also develop new attitudes and behaviors to enhance high school learning.

Format – LEAP Academy will run during the summer from 8:30 until 2:30 with a 30 minute lunch break.  Lunch can be furnished by the Child Nutrition Office.  Successful completion of all modules assigned for 120 hours of instruction with an 80 average is required to earn each unit of credit on the Nova Net system.  
Criteria for Invitation to Participate – Students eligible for promotion from grade 8 to grade 9 who have been previously retained at least once in grades 1-8 are eligible.  Priority is placed on providing service to the oldest students. Parents and students must sign a contract to participate in LEAP Academy.

Nurture and Support – Program success is dependent on employing personnel who will accept responsibility for the success of all participants, in academic and attitudinal improvement.  Emphasis is placed on developing study skills for student success upon continuation in high school and on instilling positive attitudes to enhance student receptivity to the education process.

Franklinton High School

LEAP Academy Contract

Student Responsibilities 

· Attend each day – 3 lawful absences are permitted per course

Doctor or court notes are required to continue in LEAP after 3 lawful absences.  3 tardies equal 1 absence, including arrival at school, returning from scheduled breaks and lunch.
· Follow the Franklin County Schools Dress Code and Code of Conduct – Students who are suspended will be removed from the LEAP Academy.  Students who violate teacher, class, or school rules also risk removal from the LEAP Academy.
· Follow the rules for the appropriate school-related use of the Internet.
· Complete a Leap Academy Graduation Plan.

· Display a sincere interest in graduating in 3 years.
Parent Responsibilities 

· Encourage your child to take full advantage of the educational opportunity and support the facilitator in developing appropriate learning behavior.
· Abide by the established schedule and ensure students are on time in the morning and picked up promptly in the afternoon.
· Respect instructional time by scheduling an appointment to see the facilitator.
· Be available for teacher conferences on a regular basis. 

Facilitator Responsibilities

· Provide a positive and encouraging learning environment.
· Teach school appropriate learning behaviors.
· Provide weekly progress reports.

Student Signature _______________________________________

Parent Signature ________________________________________

Facilitator Signature _____________________________________
