Business Education

Classroom Management

1. What do you do in the first weeks of school?

a. Classroom rules and expectations

b. Issue books, seating charts

c. Investigate student ability background

d. Learn student names, personality and learning style

2. What are your class rules?
a. See website
3. What is your routine to start class each day?
a. Students come in and begin working on assignments immediately.  On days that I am starting a new chapter, they begin writing vocabulary words and defining them in their notebooks and outlining chapter.  If it is a test day, they come in and immediately go through online study guide.
4. How do you maximize your instructional time?
a. Students know exactly what is expected of them at the beginning of each period and for each chapter.  Time is not taken away from lessons for any classroom management issues unless absolutely necessary.  I spend each Tuesday after school in my classroom until 4:00 p.m. for any students to come in and catch up on any missed work.  This is by appointment only.
5. What are some activities or strategies you use at the end of class to maximize time on task for the period?
a. I keep an organized and structured classroom as well as letting the students know what is expected of them so that they can utilize each and every minute they can.
6. How do you handle homework?
a. Due to the nature of most my classes, I rarely give homework.  In the few instances that I do, it is due in the tray by the time I finish taking roll or it is considered late and docked points.
7. How do you handle late work?
a. I dock points, usually 5 points per day it is late.
8. How do you grade your daily assignments?
a. Depending on the assignment.  I use proofreading marks as well as rubrics.  I also use peer evaluations for group work and figure this as a percentage of the total grade.
9. Describe your grading process, including how you allocate points for homework, tests, projects, etc.?
a. Based on the difficulty of the assignment.
10. How would you describe your classroom management style?
a. It depends on the class.  I can range from casual to very strict depending on the maturity level of the overall class.
11. What techniques do you use to manage disruptive students?
a. Morning detention, peer pressure and on occasion sentences.

12. What area of your subject do you feel is your strongest?  Why?  

a. I feel stronger in the management area of my subject area because that is where I have received the most training and that is the area I am most interested in.

13. What is the best thing that you do in your classroom?

a. I have been told I was able to reach and empower students that most other teachers overlook.  I require students seek a higher level of accuracy in their work by the way I grade my papers.
Classroom Management

1. How do you incorporate writing activities?

a. I have students write article reports using articles from technology or business magazines each week.  

b. I have a few writing projects that the students use during class that involves researching ideas and theories and preparing PowerPoint presentations as well.
2. How do you get students to remember vocabulary words?

a. I use them in my lectures and PowerPoint.

3. How do you choose standards:  To match lesson or vise versa?

a. I make correlation guides to match my frameworks to my books unless I am writing my own curriculum, and then I write my curriculum based on my frameworks.

4. What supplementary computer programs do you use to enhance lessons?

a. It depends on the course; most of my courses have required software.  I also show students how to achieve the same outcome using other programs as well if I have time.
5. What types of cooperative units do you teach with other teachers?

a. None

6. What do you do to bring in higher order thinking skills into your lesson plans?

a. Our frameworks give us upper level skills to achieve as well as the foundation skills.  I make sure by using my correlation guides that my students reach those upper levels.  I also create projects that help the students to take their learning to “the next level” and utilize the skills in a manner that is relevant to them.

7. How do you choose standards:  To match lesson or vise versa?

a. See question 3.

8. How do you use technology in your non-computer based classes.

a. I am not teaching any non-computer based courses this year.

9. What kind of projects/activities do you use throughout the year?

a. See website for examples.

Benchmark/EOC/Testing

1. How do you incorporate EOC items in your instruction?

a. Covering frameworks and emphasizing vocabulary.
2. What strategies work best in preparing students for the End of course exam?

a. I find that teaching the frameworks gives the students enough of the information necessary to do well on our EOC exams.  I also prepare study guides and games.

3. What timetable for preparation do you have in place?

a. Semester or year of teaching the frameworks and a few days of study guides before hand.

4. How do you help students prepare for the Benchmark?

a. Give them writing prompts and math problems whenever applicable or possible.
Student Knowledge

1. What should a student know and/or be able to do when they begin your class/subject?

a. CBA – Students should have a basic knowledge of computers as covered in Computer Technology:  Introduction

b. Web Design – Students should have a basic knowledge of spreadsheets and database management as well as word processing and some sort of publishing program.

2. What should a student know and/or be able to do when they leave your class/subject?

a. CBA – Introductory knowledge of business applications that are necessary to live and work in a technological society with emphasis given to hardware, concepts and business uses of applications.

b. Web Design – Basic Web design and the dynamics of networking/internetworking, Web hosting and Web design in e-commerce.  

Student Achievement

1. How do you remediate for slow learners?

a. Depends on their IEP.  I can lessen assignments and allow extra time for projects.

2. How do you handle Academic Improvement Plans?

a. We have a HAWKS period that is for remediation for students who need help.

3. How do you handle advanced students?

a. Extra projects or allow students to create projects if they would like.

4. How do you get students to learn and remember vocabulary words?

a. See #2 under Classroom Management.

5. What is the most difficult concept for your students to grasp?

a. That they need to retain this information after they graduate and that the world is a competitive place and cares little about excuses and more about results.

6. What record keeping system do you use to track progression of skills longitudinally for individual students?

a. Gradequick

7. What do you use besides unit tests to assess student progress?

a. Projects, and peer evaluation.

Parental Involvement

1. How do you communicate with parents about a student’s progress?

a. Email, gradequick and notes home.

2. How do you handle parent teacher conferences?

a. By appointment is better, one on one without other parents “waiting in line”.

3. What techniques do you use to handle upset parents?

a. Tactfulness and understanding.

Professional Development

1. What professional development workshops would you like to have presented?

a. More that are subject specific in smaller groups.

2. What can be done to make this summit more productive?

a. Allow us to do this on our own time so that we can be in our rooms.  I would gladly meet on a Saturday after school starts.
