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Desktop Publishing


Photo Cube Project

(DTP I Frameworks Reinforced: 2.3.1, 3.8.1, 4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.2.4, 4.3.1, 5.2.1)
(DTP II Frameworks Reinforced: 1.4.1, 1.4.2, 1.4.3)
Mother’s Day is coming soon, and you know Mom would love a photo cube of pictures of her baby—YOU! In this project you’ll make a photo cube made up of designer paper that you’ve designed and photos you’ve cropped to just the right size. There’s even room for a little gift inside if you want.

PART 1—The Photos

You’ll need to collect six pictures to use in creating your cube. Or, if that’s too hard, find four pictures, and two short poems or sayings. You could say things like, “Happy Mother’s Day!” or “World’s Greatest Mom”. Note: If you don’t have a “Mom” in your life, feel free to make it for a grandmother or some other significant person in your life.

1.
Create a portrait document (8 ½” x 11”).


2.
Draw a box. 



a.
Resize the box to exactly 2.25” square.


b.
Make sure the box has no fill.



c.
Depending on the colors in your photo, you may want to change the color of the box so that you’ll be able to see it over the photo. I found a yellow or gold color worked best on my dark photos. 


d.
Draw a diamond shape that fits the borders of the rectangle on all four sides.



e.
Group the two objects together.

3.
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Insert your pictures one at a time into the document. 



a.
Resize the picture if necessary.


b.
Use the rectangle and diamond you created in step 2 to help you decide how you want to crop the photo to the correct size. Place the rectangle/diamond to frame the part of the photo you want. (NOTE: You’ll need to adjust the order of the objects by bringing the rectangle/diamond to the front.)


c.
Use the crop tool, to crop the photo to fit the rectangle. The diamond gives you an idea of what will actually show on the cube. It will show a bit more than the diamond, but the diamond helps.



d.
Move the cropped photo to the upper left corner of the page.



e.
Repeat the process with the remaining photos. If you’ve chosen to include a quote, or saying, you’ll need to be sure it fits within the diamond, but include a box the size of the rectangle around it so you’ll know where to cut.

4.
You should be able to fit all six on a single sheet of paper. When you have all six, print one copy on the color printer. We’ll laminate them before you cut them to the right sizes to fit in your photo cube.
PART 2—The Box

In this part of the project, you’ll create designer paper similar to what we did in the unit on Custom Colors that will be printed and folded to create the photo cube.


1.
Create a portrait document (8 ½” x 11”).


2.
Set the following guides: (NOTE: This will give you two 5” by 5” boxes of your paper on one page.



a.
Layout guides: Left 1.75”, Right 1.75”, Top 0.5”, Bottom 0.5”.



b.
Horizontal ruler guide at 5.5”


3.
Design your paper. Remember this is two sheets of the paper on the page. I suggest a small repetitive pattern. Unlike the designer paper we made before, you will not be required to limit yourself to shades of one spot color. You may use as many colors as you like. However, be sure you use good desktop publishing techniques in your design and color choices.

4.
When you are satisfied with your design, print 3 copies of it on plain paper on the color printer. 

5.
Use the paper trimmer to remove the margins and cut each page into two 5” X 5” squares.


6.
You will also need 12  2-1/2” square squares of the same color as your background in your designer paper. These will be used as joiners for the walls of your cube. You can fit four rows of three on a portrait document with 0.5” margins on all sides. If you didn’t make a background, you can simply cut the squares from a sheet of white card stock.

PART 3—Assembly

In this part of the project, you’ll assemble the photo cube.


1.
You should have the following: 



6  5 x 5” squares of your designer paper for the walls



12  2-1/2 x 2-1/2” squares of your background color for joiners



6 cropped photos



Glue



Bone folder (optional)


2.
Start with the designer paper. Fold all six exactly the same:



a.
Fold a sheet in half. Unfold.


b.
Fold again, up to the center crease.



c.
Fold the other side up to the center crease. Unfold.

[image: image20.png]


 [image: image2.jpg]


 [image: image3.jpg]





d.
Repeat the steps going in the other directions so that you end up with creases dividing the paper into 16 squares. Unfold.


e.
Turn the paper over with the blank side face down. Fold one corner up to the center.


f.
Fold the remaining corners up to the center. Unfold.
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g.
Turn over the paper and fold all four outermost corners to the closest intersection.



h.
Collapse the paper toward the center to make the picture frame shape.
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i.
Insert the photos inside the frames and set aside..
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3.
Make 12 joiners


a.
Take one of the twelve  2-1/2” squares, and fold it in half. Unfold.


b.
Fold all four corners to the center. Do NOT unfold.


c.
Fold in half at the crease you made in step a.
[image: image13.jpg]


 [image: image14.jpg]


 [image: image15.jpg]


 

4.
Assemble the six square frames and twelve joiners in the form of a dice. Glue to secure.
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