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Valentine Project

(DTP I Frameworks Reinforced: 3.2.1, 3.7.1, 3.8.1, 4.2.4, 4.3.1, 5.2.1)
Remember back in elementary school how you decorated and hung little paper bags on the wall for all your classmates to fill with valentine cards? In this project, you’ll not only create the little bags, you’ll also design your own Valentine cards. 

PART 1—The Bag

The bag will be similar to the bag you created for the Halloween project. However, be sure to follow ALL the directions below, and pay particular attention to the NOTE.

1. Create a portrait document (8 ½” x 11”), with 2 pages.

2. Move to the second page, and set the following margins: left 2”, right 2”, top 3”, bottom 2”. 

3. Draw a light gray (25%) dotted line that goes from the left edge of the page to the right edge of the page and lines up with the bottom margin. Do the same for the top margin, left margin and right margin. These lines will help you fold and cut in the proper places when you put your bag together. This is the back of the bag.

4. Move to the first page and change the margins as follows: left 1.9”, right 1.9”, top 3”, bottom 1.9”.

NOTE:  Fills are NOT permitted in the background. It uses too much ink!

5. Choose an appropriate graphic as your focal point then you can add complimentary graphics to the layout. 

6. Add your name using WordArt and an appropriate font that compliments the holiday.

7. Use the entire page within the margins for your design.

8. When you have completed your design for the front of the bag, draw a light gray (25%) dotted line that goes from the left edge of the page to the right edge of the page and lines up with the bottom margin. Do the same for the top margin, left margin and right margin. These lines will help you fold and cut in the proper places when you put your bag together.

9. Print one copy in color. Remember: you will have two pages.

10. Fold both pages back, along the dotted lines down both sides of the pages.

11. Unfold the sides and fold the bottom up along the dotted line.

12. Using the scissors, make a slit along the bottom line from the edge of the paper to the vertical dotted line on both side. 

13. Cut the top margin completely off of both pages.

14. Use tape or glue to put the bag together. You can use Mrs. Cotton’s bag as a guide.

15. Display on the bulletin board in the classroom.

PART 2—The Cards

Your Valentine cards will be similar to a post card. You’ll be able to put 4 cards on a single sheet of card stock paper. You can create one design then group the objects and copy and paste it in the other four locations on the page.

1. Create a landscape document (11” x 8.5”).

2. Set 0.75” margins all the way around. 

3. Set a horizontal ruler guide at 3.5” and another at 5”.

4. Set vertical ruler guides at 4.75” and 6.25”. 

5. The ruler and layout guides mark the areas for the design of your cards. Be sure to stay within this area.

6. You will create 4 different cards, one in each area.

7. Create your design. Be sure to include on the card, who it is from. You may use the Internet to find appropriate graphics. An example is shown at the bottom of the page.
NOTE:  Fills are NOT permitted in the background. It uses too much ink!

8. When you have completed your project, be sure to proofread carefully.

9. When you’re ready to print, ask Mrs. Cotton to help you with the printer. You will print 4 copies (to give you one for each member of our class plus one to turn in and two to give to friends.) Hopefully, we’ll be printing on card stock paper. 

10. Mrs. Cotton will show you how to set up the paper cutter to cut out your cards.

11. Between now and Valentine’s day (February 14), you may bring a treat for each person in the class to put in their Valentine bag (Optional). The cards are NOT optional—one copy of your card will go into each person’s bag.

12. You may not take your bag down or take anything out of your bag until Mrs. Cotton has given you permission!  (-10 penalty)

