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Desktop Publishing

Children’s Storybook Project

(DTP I Frameworks Covered: 2.3.1, 3.5.2, 4.4.1, 5.3.1)

In this project you will create a page dummy and use it to create a children’s storybook that is printed in booklet form using the color printer.

PART 1—The Page Dummy
The page dummy will help you layout your story in the proper number of pages to make a booklet. It will be used to plan out your story before you begin to enter it into the computer.

1. Fold three landscape sheets of paper in half from left to right to resemble a booklet.
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Using the paper as your guide, write a children’s storybook that could be read to children in kindergarten through third grade. Certain pages are required to contain specific information. Take care of these first, then write your story on the remaining pages.
a. The first page will be the cover. It must include a title, appropriate graphic, and your name. See the photo at the top of this page for an example.
b. The inside cover page should include something similar to “This book belongs to:” with a place for the child to write his/her name. Decorate it. An example is shown to the right.
c. [image: image3.png]Mary Mushroom is 3 nice litle gir who has the
same kinds of joys and the same kinds of
problerns as any child her age. She and her best
iend, Martha Toadstool, share these joys and
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bestiend, Martha that" Stealing is Wrong."
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“The Mary Mushoor series s an inspirational
sauce of morallessons for childben, The seriss
offersstories to einforce Bible lessons in tems
that childben can wderstand and exjoy.”

Bob Cuatis, Ministerof Education
Piscimont Aveme Chuxch of Christ
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The next page should be a title page. This page can be similar to the cover page but must include the words “PRHS Desktop Publishing, 20--” on one line. (NOTE: Replace the 20-- with the current year.) With “Pea Ridge, Arkansas” on the next line. These two lines should be centered at the bottom of the page.

d. The back page must include a description of the book in one paragraph.  A “quote” from a reader promoting your book, and the words “PRHS Desktop Publishing, 20--”.  (NOTE: Again replace 20-- with the current year.) You must also include a graphic divider between the three sections. An example is shown to the right. 

3. Additional Requirements and Suggestions:

a. The story must have a minimum of one graphic per page and the graphic must be as appropriate as possible. If you can draw and want to draw your own pictures, you may use the scanner to scan them in for use in your storybook.

b. You should begin the first paragraph of each page with a Drop or Raised Cap. Be consistent from page to page.
c. Always remember your audience (grades K through 3). Be sure that your plot is something this age group would understand. Don’t use big words and do NOT hyphenate. 
d. Have a student in the class to read over your rough draft and initial it then give it to Mrs. Cotton for approval.
PART 2—The Book
1. Start with a blank Publisher document. 

2. Use the File Menu, Page Setup dialog box to make the following settings: Special Fold, Landscape. 
3. You will need to set it up for 12 pages, with all margins set to ½ inch.
4. FOLLOW your page dummy (rough draft) to create your story on the computer.  

5. Print one black and white copy for approval.  When this is approved you may print in color. (See Mrs. Cotton for help with getting it to do front and back). It is very important that you NOT send anything to the color printer without checking with your classmates first. In order to print front/back on these projects we have to reinsert the paper in the printer. You don’t want your project to come out on the back of someone else’s project. 
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