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Desktop Publishing


Polygon Pop-Up Card Project

(DTP I Frameworks Covered: 3.8.1, 4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.2.4, 4.5.1, 5.2.1)
(DTP II Frameworks Covered: 3.3.1)
So many occasions arrive when we need to send a card of some kind to a friend or loved one. Here’s an unusual card that is sure to bring a smile to the recipient!
PART 1—The Template
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1. Start with a blank landscape document with 0.75” left and right margins and 0.6” top and bottom margins.
2. Save the file as a template with the filename Polygon Card.

3. Using the screenshot to the right and the instructions below, create the drawing to the right.

a. Hexagon (center) is 2.675” tall by 3.063” wide. It also needs to be rotated 90(.

b. Trapezoids (sides) are 1.75” tall by 2.447” wide. They will need to be rotated appropriately to fit the center hexagon.

c. Trapezoids (flaps) are 0.579” tall by 2.459” wide. They will need to be rotated appropriately to fit the ends of the sides as shown in the screenshot.
d. Semi-ovals (flaps). These were made with 2.395” tall by 1.925” wide ovals. The ovals have been moved behind the trapezoid to which they appear to be attached. You may need to give the trapezoids a white fill to cover up the part of the ovals that we do not want to show.
e. Small circles (hole punch) are 0.323” tall by 0.323” wide. Holes will be punched here to attach the rubber bands which make the card pop.

4. Save early, save often, save all the time! Now would be a great time to save.
5. Group all the objects on the page.

6. Insert a second page.

7. Copy the grouped object from the first page and paste it to the second page.

8. Ungroup the object. 

9. Using the screenshot to the right and the instructions below, create the drawing to the right. 
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Delete the small circles.
b. Delete the trapezoid-shaped flaps.

c. Add the four new trapezoids. They are 1.688” tall by 2.241” wide. These will be cut out and glued to the sides with the semi-oval flaps as reinforcement, so their placement does not have to be exact. The locations shown in the screenshot, seemed to fit best.
10. Save early, save often, save all the time! Be sure to save your document at this point. You’ve now created a template that can be used any time you want to make a card of this kind.
11. Save the document again—this time with the filename My Polygon Card.

12. Now comes the fun part! Create fills for all but the small circles and reinforcement trapezoids. Also include WordArt on each of the sides and the centers. When I created my card, I put encouraging words and phrases on mine, but you might make yours for a birthday or some other occasion. Take care to think about how the text should be placed so that it will be readable. Here’s a screenshot of mine to show as an example. 
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13. Once you are satisfied with the card, print one copy of each page on card stock paper using the color printer.

14. Cut out the pieces. Use a single-hold punch to punch holes where the small circles are.
15. Using a bone folder and ruler, score the fold lines on both pieces.
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16. Use the bone folder again to crease the folds. It will give them a sharper crease.

17. Pull a rubber band through the hole in the curved flap, and then run it back through the other end of the rubber band. Pull it tight so that it is now attached. Repeat with other curved flap.

18. Tie the two rubber bands together in the middle with a strong knot. Although you want the knot to be tight, leave some give between the two flaps so that they won’t pull the card sides together when they pop up.
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19. Using a glue stick or two-sided tape, connect one set of the semi-oval tabs together by gluing them back-to back. 

20. Glue the next flap on page 1 to the back of the next side panel on page 2. Continue this process until you have glued or taped all the flaps. I found it easiest to mash it down flat as I glued the flaps together. Then I held them together with clippies until it dried well. 
21. Flat, it will fit into a 9.5” X 4.5” envelope. When the recipient opens it and sets it down, it will pop up.
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