Critiquing a Research Paper

Name & Student Number: Faisal Ahmed Siddiqui (M-9671)
Title of Research Paper: Invisible participants: How Cultural capital relates to lurking behaviour
Is the Hypothesis clearly stated, and does it relate to the question?

Comments:
Yes, hypothesis was clearly stated in the abstract 

“The main hypothesis states that a user’s cultural capital effects his/her level of activity in a community and decision to de-lurk and cease to exist in a very active communities because of information overload”
Does the introduction give relevant background information?

Comments:
Yes, In-fact introduction section not alone but related work provides the relevant information in order to understand the hypothesis and problem statements 
Is the procedure method clearly stated?

Comments:

Yes, as the research nature of this paper was co-relation, authors clearly defined two major variables virtual cultural capital and lurking and de-lurking behavior. Some other variables also used in the paper like activity level, number of user links & number of forum links. Then they used the Social communication Network Approach to gather the data.
Are all graphs and tables labeled correctly, and do they clearly explain the results?

Comments:
Yes, but what I feel missing or remain un-known to me were the formulae they used in mentioned table. No reference even mentioned or no words written in this regard in the paper that what B/Beta means. Data is used to prove the hypothesis but the meaning of data was missing, at least reference should be mentioned so that one can go through it.
Does the data relate to the hypothesis/ question

Comments:
Since the definition of data is missing I am unable to get convinced that data relates to the hypothesis. But at high level it seems relevant to the hypothesis.
Do the result support or disprove the question or hypothesis?

Comments:
Result supports the questions or hypothesis mentioned in the paper in the result and discussion section.
Did they address any problems in their research?

Comments:

No problems are mentioned for the research, but in my opinion since the research paper was on social sciences so the social and cultural difference will impact on the results.
Overall comments

Comments:

This research paper was social sciences paper rather Computer Science but they used the university forums and ReachOut IBM’s tool for community building. So the CS researchers and can research on the tools to make this hypothesis more authenticated and convincing. 

In my opinion orkut is one of the famous tool for social network building.

