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(RAE LOOK LIVE)
(NAT FROM TORNADO FILE)
(SOT- Natacha Thompson/Storm Victim)

SHOW DAMAGE

(ANCHOR)
      TONIGHT AN INVESTIGATION BY OUR PARTNERS AT THE SUN-SENTINEL….
      THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY'S BUNGLING OF HURRICANE
KATRINA MAY BE JUST ITS LATEST MISSTEP.
      LAST YEAR THE PAPER REVEALED MILLIONS IN FEMA AID WENT INTO MIAMI-DADE
COUNTY EVEN THOUGH THE HURRICANES HIT A HUNDRED MILES AWAY. 
      NOW THE NEWSPAPER HAS TRACKED MORE THAN 330 MILLION DOLLARS IN
DISASTER ASSISTANCE GIVEN OUT IN COMMUNITIES ALL ACROSS THE UNITED STATES THAT WEREN'T HIT BY DISASTERS.  
       SUN-SENTINEL REPORTER RAELIN STOREY EXPLAINS.
___________________________________
      THE SUN-SENTINEL'S INVESTIGATION’S TEAM EXAMINED RECORDS FROM 20
DECLARED DISASTERS DATING BACK TO 1999.   
       WE FOUND OF THE 1.2 BILLION FEMA PAID OUT... NEARLY A THIRD OF THE
MONEY WAS DOLED OUT IN AREAS WHERE OFFICIALS REPORTED ONLY MINOR DAMAGE OR NO DAMAGE AT ALL.

IT STRUCK SUDDENLY... A DEVASTATING F2 TORNADO... RIPPING THROUGH A 20
BLOCK STRIP OF MIAMI'S LIBERTY CITY BACK IN MARCH OF 2003.   NATACHA
THOMPSON STILL REMEMBERS IT.
____________________________

”We were just trying to get the kids inside the house because it was really terrifying with them.”
_______________________________
THE TWISTER TORE UP THE CARPORT AND THE ROOF.  AROUND THE CORNER 

(SOT-Annie Lee Gibson/Storm Victim)
DAMAGE AERIALS

(MAP GRAPHIC-FULL SCREEN)
(SOT-Annie Lee Gibson )
(SOT- Barbara Carey-Shuler)
(SOT:

Barbara Carey-Shuler/ Miami-Dade Co. Commissioner)
JOE AND ANNIE LEE GIBSON ARE STILL TRYING TO GET THEIR HOME FULLY REPAIRED.

“My wall water come down my wall that’s what I’m doing now is putting my wall back in my bedroom now.”

___________________________________


BOTH FAMILIES GOT HELP FROM FEMA... SO DID THOUSANDS OF OTHERS...  BUT A  SUN-SENTINEL ANALYSIS OF FEDERAL RECORDS FOUND MOST OF THEM LIVED MILES FROM TWISTER'S PATH.
MORE THAN 2 MILLION TO PEOPLE IN OPALOCKA… ANOTHER MILLION PLUS TO PEOPLE NORTH OF THE TORNADO’S PATH… 2 MILLION TO NEIGHBORHOODS SOUTH OF THE STRIKE ZONE AND 1.9 MILLION TO PEOPLE MORE THAN
10 MILES AWAY.
________________________

“I don’t know why it’d go down to homestead.  I don’t know why they’d pay people down in homestead.  I don’t understand.”
NEITHER DOES MIAMI DADE COUNTY COMMISSIONER BARBARA CAREY-SHULER. 

_________________________

“They just gave money away like it was free.”
CAREY-SHULER FOUGHT HARD TO GET HELP FOR THE PEOPLE OF HER DISTRICT WHO REALLY NEEDED IT

“I’m appalled because it says that the FEMA Administration was not very careful in looking at the kinds of claims or the kinds of damage we looked at when we went out to see the damage from the tornado.”

(COULD USE FILE OF STORM FOR FIRST LINE)
(SHOTS OF INVESTIGATIVE TEAM)
(COMPUTER DATABASE SHOTS)
(SOT Sally Kestin/Senior Investigations Writer)
(COMPUTER DATABASE SHOT DISOLVING INTO MAP GRAPHIC)

(Statement Pre-Pro)

THE 2003 TORNADO WAS JUST ONE OF 20 DISASTERS THE SUN-SENTINEL ANALYZED.

THE INVESTIGATIONS TEAM COMPARED INFORMATION FROM FEMA ABOUT WHERE AID WENT WITH DATA FROM THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE, STATE AND LOCAL EMERGENCY OFFICIALS.  

WE FOUND HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS GIVEN TO PEOPLE WHO WEREN'T
VICTIMS OF FIRES, FLOODS OR STORMS.
"We heard in every city that we traveled to the same stories coming out about ‘free money’.  Everyone considers FEMA money ‘free money’… ‘easy money’”
___________________________________

FEDERAL RECORDS SHOW IN 2003, PEOPLE IN BLIGHTED NEIGHBORHOODS OF LOS
ANGELES COLLECTED 5.2 MILLION FOR DAMAGE FROM WILDFIRES THAT BURNED MORE THAN 25 MILES AWAY. IN 2000, PEOPLE IN DETROIT RAKED IN OVER 168 MILLION FOR A STORM THAT STRUCK OUTSIDE THE CITY.  A 2003 STORM THAT UNLEASHED FLASH FLOODS AND TORNADOS IN NORTHEASTERN OHIO SENT MORE THAN 41 MILLION FLOODING INTO THE CLEVELAND AREA WHERE IT RAINED LESS THAN 2 INCHES.

FACED WITH THE SUN-SENTINEL’S FINDINGS OF WIDESPREAD WASTE IN DISASTER AFTER DISASTER, FEMA RELEASED THIS STATEMENT SAYING THE AGENCY IS “CONSTANTLY EVALUATING” ITS PROGRAMS AND THAT WHILE IT’S QUOTE “ALWAYS MINDFUL OF THE GENEROSITY OF THE NATION’S TAXPAYERS, FEMA’S FIRST PRIORITY REMAINS THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF DISASTER VICTIMS.”

(RAE LOOK LIVE TAG)
    NOW THE AGENCY IS FACED WITH A NATURAL DISASTER LIKE WE’VE NEVER SEEN. THE NEED IS UNPRECEDENTED, AND SO IS THE OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF A TROUBLED SYSTEM.
ALREADY 2 BILLION DOLLARS A DAY IS FLOWING INTO THE RELIEF EFFORT.  SOME ESTIMATE THE BILL JUST TO HELP PEOPLE COULD REACH 200 BILLION, THAT DOESN’T INCLUDE THE COST OF REBUILDING.   YOU CAN READ THE SUN-SENTINEL’S TWO-PART INVESTIGATION INTO FEMA—A NATIONAL DISASTER BEGINNING IN TOMORROW’S SUN-SENTINEL.  RAELIN STOREY, WB 39 NEWS AT TEN. 

