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The Lacombe, Georgia,  Police Department received an 

"unknown trouble"  call at 12:05 p.m. Monday, and sent an 

officer  to 763 Oak Street.

Officer Dave Jones responded to the call.   He has been a 

policeman for 12 years and is married to Mary Jones, a school 

teacher and daughter of the man who owns a Texaco gas station 

in Lacombe.    

Officer Jones exited his vehicle at 763 Oak Street at 12:13 

p.m. Monday and was met by a woman,   Molly Adams,  who lives 

in the house next to 763 Oak Street.  She told Jones that new 

neighbors had moved into the house at 763 Oak Street  about a 

week earlier.    She didn't know their names but had said 

hello to them a couple times.  She was worried because she 

had not seen them come or go since the first day or two.   

Jones  knocked on the door.   There was no answer.   He 

looked through  a window  and saw what appeared to be bodies 

lying on the floor.

Jones forced the front door open and went in.   He found a 

man shot to death on the living room floor.   He was Jim 

Smith, 35, who lived at that address.    He also found a 

woman, Jan Smith, 34, shot  to death, lying next to him.   

Both of them were found with their hands tied behind their 

backs.

The house had been ransacked.  Jim  Smith's empty wallet  and 

Jan Smith's empty purse were found on the living room floor 

near their bodies.   It was later determined that several 

items were missing, including jewelry, two TV sets, a VCR and 

a video camera.

Upon making queries to next-of-kin, police determined that 

Jim Smith and his wife, Jan, had been living in New York City 

for more than 10 years and had moved to Lacombe about a 

week ago.

Police obtained the following statement from a relative:

"They were tired of  the high crime rate in New York," said 

Sue Miller, Jan Smith's sister.     "In New York, their car 

had been broken into three times, their house had been 

burglarized twice and Jim had been robbed at gunpoint on the 

subway.   They had passed through Lacombe last year on 

vacation and decided to come back and start a new life there.  

They thought it would be safer.   They were especially  eager  

to find a safe place to live because Jan was pregnant with 

their first child."

Jack Thomas, Lacombe Police Chief,  said robbery was the 

apparent motive for the murders but that there were no 

witnesses or suspects.   He said there had not been a murder 

or robbery in Lacombe since 1971 and there were only two 

burglaries last year.   Lacombe, population 1,700, is more 

than 150 miles from the nearest large city.     

