Date:  3/23/04

Kirin’s diary

Topic:  Reaction to sparring defeat with Benedict

It is frustrating really.  I seem to get better, but it never matters.  He’s just so damnably good!!  I love it when we are at war together, of course.  Ahhh!! The great battle against chaos, now that was a war worth fighting.  I fought creatures I could never have imagined and always by father’s side.  But still, I would like one day to present a challenge to him.  I suppose I need to begin incorporating my power words, although in sparring it seems, well, unsporting.  Had I used burst of speed today I would have been able to avoid Ford’s flight and perhaps executed my maneuver.  A lot of good that would do, it’s clearly a one shot move.  Once I use it I won’t have it to use ever again, he will see it coming every time.

Kirin’s diary

Topic:  Reaction to news of the visiting chaos lords

Wow!  My first real duties on behalf of Amber!  I must check out the entire route of course.  But there is so much more.  I need to consider troop dispositions.  Political considerations must play a part.  I shall visit Aunt Florimel before making final decisions on the composition of the honor guard.  Wouldn’t do to make it too grandiose, or worse yet, too little, causing affront.  This hot-headed duke has me worried, although frankly, a duchess in full possession of her wiles is probably a more dangerous foe for me.

Date:  4/5/04

Kirin’s Diary

Topic:  Journey to Arden

It is difficult to sleep.  Tomorrow I shall lead a contingent of soldiers into Amber, facing who knows what kind of difficulties.  Julian is unreachable, his trump lifeless as a playing card.  What shall we find there?  This could be very important.  Indeed all of Amber might be depending upon the success, or admittedly, the failure of this endeavor.  What were the possibilities Fiona had mentioned?  Death, locating one’s self in a shadow that trump can’t reach, or developing the power to block a trump.  None of those seemed all that good, especially in light of the timing involved.  

Topic:  Meeting Fiona

My first real personal contact with Fiona today.  Considering the way the contact occurred, I must admit it went quite well.  Talk about one confident woman!  Very capable and, naturally quite attractive.  Indeed, dangerously beautiful.  Of course she is much more subtle about it than Florimel, but that is to be expected I suppose.  Florimel is in her element in all this social stuff, Fiona seems to be more comfortable within herself.  I really don’t think Fiona would have taken offense to the king’s decision to pass primary responsibility for an area of her expertise the way Florimel did at lunch.  Father warned me that they were more charming and attractive in many ways than any woman I’d ever met and he was correct.  Of course it’s not like that was a tough call since I’ve been basically at war since the age of 15.  Somehow the camp followers never had any attraction, but some of the ladies of the court here are another matter entirely.

Date:  4/12/04

Kirin’s Diary

Topic:  Defense of Amber

Someone is out to get Amber that much is certain.  The odd disappearance of so many important figures at such a critical time does not bode well.  I’ve prepared the defenses as best I can at the moment.  I shall have to see the queen and Prince Cadmael immediately to get their blessing on my temporarily handling the leadership role of the Amberite forces.  I see little option at this time.  For all their abilities most of the generals do not possess the qualities most important for leading such a force.  For one thing they are not related to the royal family in any direct sense.  No overall someone of the family must be placed in control and given my current status as chief of security for the visiting dignitaries it would seem natural for me to take over that role.  Besides it offers us a chance to control the story concerning the disappearing elders a bit better.  ‘Benedict had important matters to attend and decided his son could handle things for a bit’ would make a perfectly good story.  Relatively believable too, provided not too many rumors concerning recent events get out.  I shall call for a council with the general staff tonight and present the generals with the fait accompli.  At least I have Robard.  If this plays out right for him he will likely be getting another well-deserved promotion.  The man is the perfect chief of staff.  Somehow I have no doubt I will need every bit of his talent and more to help Amber weather this storm.  

