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Tara Parkingon of Harrisville practices jumping with her dog Sallie during Jack Russell Terrier fun day at Farr West Kennels.
Jack Russell terriers fro'lick' in the sun

Dogs, owners run track in Farr West

By CATHY McKITRICK
Standard-Examiner staff 

FARR WEST -- Looking for a cheerful companion who"s energetic, hard-working, loyal, sweet, confident, intelligent . . . and loves long walks on the beach? 

Forget the dating service. Come out to Farr West Kennels and let Jim and Sally Parcher line you up with a Jack Russell terrier (think Eddie from the television show "Frasier"). 

Several of the Parcher pups, placed in good homes, came back to frolic Saturday at the third annual Russell Terrier Fun Day. 

After taking first place in conformation, a competition based on appearance, movement and temperament, 7-month-old Chief cooled off in one of the two wading pools set up by the Parchers. 

"He"s really excited with all the dogs and people here," said Chief"s owner, Shannon Stewart. 

Stewart"s previous dog was a yellow lab, which suffered a lot of hip problems. "Chief"s personality is similar. He"s very loving and very protective," Stewart said. 

David and Jeannette Smith of Washington Terrace brought Dart, their 1-year-old Jack Russell terrier, along with their four kids, to enjoy the day"s festivities. Dart also came from a Parcher litter. 

"I fell in love with these dogs because of their personalities," David said. "Dart thinks he"s about 65 pounds, but plays really well with the kids." 

Dart shied away from the entrance to the 30-foot tunnel used to simulate hunting in the Go-To-Ground competition. But Molly, a 1-year-old Jack Russell owned by Lisa Rajigah of Ogden, did the GTG her first time in 10 seconds. 

The GTG has two 90-degree turns and a caged rat at the end, which inspires the dog to navigate the tunnel as fast as possible. While the rat remains unharmed, the dog emerges happily, having exercised some of its natural hunting instincts. 

Sally Parcher said their dog, Star, did the GTG in 3 1/2 seconds once. This year, Star is pregnant and sitting out the competition. 

Jack Russell terriers were originally bred to hunt foxes, but also do well keeping farms clear of rodents. The dogs are generally described as feisty and having a big need for regular exercise. 

"We bought a radar gun and clocked our dogs running 14 to 19 miles per hour," Sally Parcher said. 

The Parchers moved from California to their 2 1/2 acre home in Farr West four years ago, bringing eight terriers with them. 

"This was our dream," Sally Parcher said. "Our lives have gone to the dogs. Everything we do is for them." 

In a covered kennel area, 20 tail-wagging dogs greet Sally Parcher eagerly; she knows them each by name and rattles off their history and personality traits with ease. 

The Parcher dogs bear three to four litters a year, and each pup sells for about $500. They currently have a waiting list. 

"I can"t fathom having more litters a year. I couldn"t do the puppies justice if I did," Sally said. "And these dogs aren"t puppy mills." 

Jezebel, a 5-year-old Russell terrier, lounges in the kennel area. She gave birth to pups six weeks ago; they will spend the next three weeks acclimating to the Parchers before going off to new homes. 

Jezebel is one of four females the Parchers "retired" from breeding. "I need to find them homes, but it"s so hard to part with them," Sally Parcher said. 

Karen Raduziner, who breeds Parson Russell terriers in West Haven, judged the various events Saturday. 

"This isn"t work. I do it for fun," said Raduziner, who works a regular full-time job in addition to raising dogs on the side. 

"Anyone who does this for love knows you"re not in it to make money. It"s for the love of the breed, the companionship," Raduziner said. 

You can reach reporter Cathy McKitrick at 625-4252 or cmckitrick@standard.net. 
