Time Immemorial Pt. 5/7
Disclaimer: I am in no way benefiting from using characters in the series Kindred: The Embraced or the role-playing game on which it was based. I am also not benefiting from mentioning or alluding to famous individuals. The song by Journey was taken from the Album Raised on Radio. I’ve taken some liberties with a few characters in this story but I believe their redefined personalities are true to their identities, based solely on my continuing story of Daedalus and Elaine, a.k.a., Steven and Lainey.

Note:  The beginning for Daedalus was a very long time ago and in a far away place, Crete in Greece.  He was thought to be only a part of Greek folk lore but this was an erroneous assumption on the part of Historians.  Daedalus and Icarus were truly alive, at least in my story.

New Beginning

"Lainey, come look at this."

"Lainey? Who is Lainey? Your other woman?"

"It is my new name for you. I think it sounds soft and sweet, like you."

Elaine was puzzled but she didn’t object to the name. Was this part of the new man? "I suppose I should come up with a new name for you. Think up a play on your name." She poked her chin out at him a little and elicited a grin from her husband. He was so handsome when he wore the wig and the colored glasses. She was reminded of the second time she met him and she thought he looked sexy. Of course he only wore them in public, but she liked the look and told him so.

"You like me this way?"

"I could get used to it but I’m afraid other women would like you this way too. Remember that night a couple of years ago when those two women back stage were hitting on you? I could totally see why. It was a real turn on."

Daedalus shook his head a little. "I do not see why but it must be a look women like. I did not know it or I might have found a different look, but it is too late now."

"You sort of look like a celeb, no-a rock star! Yes that’s it! Why didn’t I see it before."

"Oh now you are exaggerating. Me? Look like a rock icon?"

"Excu-use me! I didn’t say icon, but now that you mention it, I have heard him referred to that way. The man drives women wild and I just bet that’s who those two women thought you were. That guy struts and shrieks like a mad man and the women just go wild!"

"I can not believe what I am hearing."

"That’s it! I’m going to call you Steven from now on."

"Steven???" Daedalus was confused. "That is not a play on my name."

"No, but it’s his name." She grinned wide and ran off toward the yacht."

Daedalus caught up with her and said "You may call me whatever your heart desires. I will come to you no matter what you call me."

Looking around he continued, "I believe we are ready to board the yacht. All of our belongings are packed away on it so we can lock up the apartment and I will return the keys to the alcove."

~~~~~~~~~~~~

They were aboard the Athena for a few hours when Elaine found some CD’s and decided to find out if the CD player worked. She put one in and heard the rich sound of Journey singing "Happy to Give." Daedalus heard it too and memorized it, hearing it only once. As they sailed toward their secret island of Delos in anticipation of recapturing one last time the fantasy they experienced earlier there, the moon was high in the sky, and to Elaine’s unspeakable joy he put the CD in again and began to sing it to her.

~I was born a believer, played the fool-lonely dreamer, left to choose.~

~I don’t know where the love is, there’s a promise undone~

~Someone’s cryin’ in a room all alone~

~shadows fall after the hurt is gone~

~Through it all we love and we lose.~

~Where is the one someone who’s happy (happy to give)~

~happy to give you love?~

~A song for the singer, one book of dreams~

~take this heart ache away from me~

~A page in a story-romance untold~

~sharing secrets we call our own~

~Shadows fall after the hurt is gone~

~Through it all we love and we lose~

~Where is the one someone who’s happy (happy to give)~

~happy to give you love?~

~It’s where you belong-with someone who’s happy (happy to give)~
~happy to give you love. Someone’s happy to give you love.~

Elaine didn’t listen to the words so much as she did his voice. It was like a prayer, deep and loving. Daedalus started out softly and lifted her with a crescendo and then softly he finished. This was poetic and beautiful. She had never heard him sing this way. He would hum a little under his breath once in a while and she liked that, but to hear his voice resonate over the water this way overwhelmed her.

Elaine curled herself in his embrace, like her body was one with his and the world outside of theirs disappeared. It was safe and quiet out on the ocean with Daedalus. It was the perfect night for lovers so these two stood very quietly peering into each other’s eyes a long time, seeing years of pain, doubt and fear pass for the last time.

Daedalus pulled the yacht into the backside of Delos with the horizon just beginning to turn gray. "Do we dare take this plunge now? We fly home in three days and if we wait until tonight we will not see as much and we will get to Athens while it is daylight. That would not do, so what do you say?"

"I agree with you. We may have a couple of hours before the sun starts to come up so let’s go for it." Elaine was giddy with the prospect of reliving what she had experienced last time.

Without another word they both dove into the water and found the sea full of enchanting creatures. The most striking array of tropical fish greeted them as though they were waiting for them to return and the dolphins were back. This again proved to be too much for Elaine and this time Daedalus joined her in swimming and playing with them. Several times the dolphins surfaced but Daedalus and Elaine were careful to fall away when they did, and in time the dolphins caught on, and instead of surfacing with them, they began to dive with them on their backs or holding onto their flippers.

The time spent under water was like a dream and like all dreams the time came to wake up. They needed to make it back to the yacht before the sun came up so back to the spot where they left the Athena. They timed it just about right with the first rays barely peaking through the clouds, making them dash to their cabin. It had been a whole day and a half since they had fed so this was no time to be taking foolish chances.

"It seems hard to believe we spent two hours playing with those dolphins but it was worth it."

"Still, we have had the adventure of a lifetime and now would be a terrible time to lose each other because we let time slip away. Icarus came too close to the sun and I lost him. I cannot lose you the same way. I have lived for thousands of years and yet last night began a new life for me. I feel like a young man again, it is because of you Lainey."

"Well young man, I feel like a young woman this morning and I’m not ready to sleep yet."

It was all she had to say and Daedalus responded like a young man, full of romance and vigor.

