Something More Than Love

Disclaimer: This story is my attempt at creating, not an ending, but a continuation to the love story between Daedalus and Elaine Robb.  I am in no way benefiting from this story. The characters were borrowed from Kindred: The Embraced and I am not infringing on the rights of Aaron Spelling or Mark Rein Hagen, creator of Vampires the Masquerade. 

Love Endures All Things

"I wondered when you would come." It was a simple statement but it caught Julian off guard. He was a little jumpy because suddenly he felt like he was somewhere he ought not to be. "It is alright Julian. I have been expecting you since earlier this evening and in fact I had thought you might come here when the business of the meeting was over with but you disappeared, . ., with Lillie." 

The words made Julian burn with shame and yet Daedalus could not have known what had happened. Julian noticed that Daedalus had left almost as quickly as Cameron had but the inflection in Daedalus’ voice made him wonder. 

"I have come here the last two nights to talk and you were gone. I was simply not going to leave tonight without talking. I’ve missed our conversations" Julian said with no shame this time.

"I too have missed your company Julian and I apologize for my absences" Daedalus said and then opened a bottle of wine and handed Julian a glass. He said no more about it, which made Julian a little, agitated again. The last real conversation they had was the night he saved Elaine’s life and he had no desire to bring it up now out of regard for his friend’s feelings but he didn’t know of any other way to get into it so he said again he missed talking to Daedalus and wondered if things would ever be the same between them since that fateful night. 

He half expected Daedalus to turn on him in rage for reminding him of the greatest pain he had ever felt, but Daedalus didn’t display any rage. He was calm and as he approached Julian, he repeated a gesture he had made that night. He kissed Julian’s hand and said that he hoped they would always be as they were but some things had changed in his life that made him take his leave more often than he would normally. 

Here it comes, thought Julian. "I’m listening Daedalus" said Julian coolly. He didn’t want to seem overly anxious but Daedalus was not fooled. 

"As I said when I came in, I wondered when you would come. I was walking a thin line between life and the abyss lately and I think it is time you knew what has been happening." Daedalus was strangely calm and the words he had just spoken made Julian uneasy. 

“What did he mean ‘between life and the abyss?’” Julian wondered. 

As if reading his mind, Daedalus said "Julian, I was at the Haven these last two nights."

This was the last thing Julian expected to hear. His eyes were wide and his disbelief was unmistakable.

"You are shocked by this. I would have been too considering that the two nights I visited the Haven are the same nights that Elaine sang there." 

Now Julian was totally baffled! "I-I, I’m speechless!" Julian uttered in almost a whisper.

"This will take some time to explain so you might as well get comfortable because you will be up quite late listening to the most unbelievable story you have ever heard" Daedalus told him, pouring him more wine.

"There had been reports of violence at the Haven recently and whether I had any business trying to help was, I felt, totally up to me so I offered my assistance and to give Lillie some peace of mind" Daedalus said with no emotion at all in his voice. 

“Why didn’t I hear of this violence?" Julian demanded. 

"Perhaps you were too busy with other business and could not be reached." 

Julian began to protest but Daedalus interrupted him "sometimes it is too painful to share things with the one you love when that one is in love with someone else." 

Julian felt cut to the heart and his anger fled out of remorse for what he had done earlier. There was no justification for his actions toward Lillie or Caitlin this night so he sat quietly while Daedalus shared the events that led up to tonight. He carefully left out the part where Lillie introduced the idea to him and for Julian’s part he never suspected her. Daedalus was no liar. He was simply a reasonable and sensible man who had no reason to betray Lillie’s confidence. As far as Julian knew, this was completely Daedalus’ idea and when told of the surprise entrance at the door of Lillie’s upstairs chamber at the Haven Julian even chuckled. He could see how the disguise would fool even Lillie. So the elimination of one tiny detail helped carve the story in stone. 

"How do you handle it?" Julian asked "I mean, seeing Elaine and not letting her see you?" 

"Ah, but I do not have to handle it. She has seen me and we have even spoken." 

Julian was at once on his feet when Daedalus told him it was all right. 

"Elaine saw through my disguise and knew me as the man who made love to her one night and fled her apartment the next morning. She was told I was a new member of Lillie’s security team and she saw right through it. She has been waiting for me to return all these months and had no idea how to tell me.  She does not know what I really am but for the first time in years she feels safe and loved. It is more than she or I ever thought possible and yet it is true" explained Daedalus. 

"I don’t understand why Cash didn’t tell me there was a security problem at the Haven" Julian said. 

"I asked him not to mention it to you because it in no way threatened the masquerade and I felt I needed time to know whether or not this would work before I told you myself. He respected my choice to be the one to tell you so long as I did not wait too long. He told me that he felt you might suspect something after Cameron’s outburst at the meeting tonight and out of loyalty to you he insisted that you be told. I put him in a difficult position by invading his turf and asking him not to tell you so I would appreciate your not being angry with Cash. He has done me a great service in allowing me to take over some of his responsibilities at the club" Daedalus said. 

"Oh I’m sure he was willing, given the fact that this would allow him the opportunity to give Sasha more attention" Julian said with a slight smile. He saw the sense in it but also the humor and humanness of the situation. Yes he wanted to be kept informed but he also respected his Primogen’s rights and needs.

"Alright, I won’t chew Cash out for keeping his word to you and I can see why you wanted time to see how events would turn out before telling me about it. So now I know what’s going on. I’ll allow it to continue as long as the masquerade is not endangered and you are available when I need you. And, if you need me, I’m here for you Daedalus" Julian said with kindness and concern for his closest friend. 

Daedalus thanked Julian and as they parted Julian asked if Daedalus had gone to the Haven tonight after the meeting. 

"Yes I was there and now that the threat to Elaine is over I felt I could return to talk to you. Now I must take my leave and find her." They shared a look that said they knew now that things would be all right.

Julian found his way back to his mansion, alone, and Daedalus flew to Elaine as she was preparing to leave the club. 

She didn’t hear him but knew he was there as he asked "Leaving alone at this time of the night? It is not safe on the streets for a young woman to be out alone." 

A smile crossed her lips, and as they parted, his lips met hers so softly that they barely touched, yet the intensity from the pain replaced by the sheer joy they now felt was tenderly conveyed to each other. They felt a tremor coursing through them that made them feel the earth was opening up beneath their feet and they had only each other to cling to.

Elaine felt like a helpless, weightless creature in his arms and Daedalus felt such strength that he would hold onto her forever and keep her safe from harm. It was the sweetest pleasure either had ever experienced and as she leaned into his chest and felt his arms encircle her protectively she could not keep from smiling knowing that if anyone had ever told her, and she was sure they had, that you can’t turn back time or that you can’t go back and change things, she knew that it was possible. The time they had together now would not be wasted because something told her that it was to be safeguarded at all cost. It was the most precious thing in her life and nothing could come between them or threaten their happiness. 

While neither of them knew how long this would last, Daedalus and Elaine both knew there was something more than love here.

