Something More Than Love

Disclaimer: This story is my attempt at creating, not an ending, but a continuation to the love story between Daedalus and Elaine Robb.  I am in no way benefiting from this story. The characters were borrowed from Kindred: The Embraced and I am not infringing on the rights of Aaron Spelling or Mark Rein Hagen, creator of Vampires the Masquerade. 

A Well Executed Plan

As Daedalus reached the back stage area, there were two men he recognized from his upstairs vantage point throwing punches but their voices were low enough that they were not heard over Elaine’s music. For a minute she did not even know they were there. When the music stopped and the crowd’s applause and cheering diminished, she heard the scuffle behind her. Not knowing where to go, she froze for an instant and then saw Lillie at the side curtain beckoning her to follow her. She hoped this was the safe course to follow. Lillie was the owner of this club and would not lead her into a dangerous situation so she left the stage to follow her employer.

When Lillie realized Daedalus was not in her chambers she knew he had flown to the area behind the stage and she must be the one to lead Elaine away to safety and to the waiting arms of the one she longed for. The one who would save her life. 

As they made their way down the dark passage between the stage area and Elaine’s dressing room Elaine felt another presence she could not see but for some reason was not alarmed by. 

For a moment she forgot about the flowers and the prospect of seeing the man she dreamed of ever since she sent him from her in shame and disgust. 

While on stage, Elaine had scanned the crowd just as Daedalus had done but for a very different reason. She hoped to catch a glimpse of her suitor. Now she only thought of leaving danger behind and getting safely to her dressing room. Once safely out of harm’s way she and Lillie stopped in the passage way before entering her dressing room. Lillie stopped to make sure Elaine was quite all right and not suffering any hysteria from the second near miss in a short period of time.

~~~~~~~~~~~~

As Daedalus was flying to the back stage area he saw that Cash had also seen the two men and was headed in the same direction. Daedalus, with the strength that belied his frame, held the two bikers as they struggled in vane. He handed them over to Cash who had taken both Jayce and the biker Jayce had accosted the night before out another exit but not before Elaine became aware of their fight behind her. 

Before Daedalus would be able to appear to Elaine, Lillie needed to be sure of her state of mind, be sure Elaine could handle another meeting with the love she wanted desperately to find again. 

Lillie had dispatched one of her employees to fetch a bottle of wine and three glasses "pronto" and put them in Elaine’s dressing room and to do it before they arrived. This having been done, they entered Elaine’s little room with only two chairs, a dressing table, a screen and a mirror. 

At once Elaine noticed the wine and three glasses. Then it came back to her. The suitor! Was he going to be here too? Oh it was too wild even for her imagination but he had sent her flowers and he probably knew she sang at the Haven so maybe he set it up with Lillie. What was going on? She was whisked back here because there was a fight going on back stage but how could Lillie have known and who was the other person in the passageway? Her mind was moving like lightening and the answers weren’t coming as fast as the questions. 

Lillie could see the confusion on Elaine’s face so she sat her down in one of the chairs and told Elaine she wanted her to meet someone. 

“Oh! This is it,” Elaine thought with her heart in her throat. “Lillie was behind it after all.”  A figure stepped out from behind the partition. The man wore a dark suit and had tinted lenses in his glasses. Elaine’s heart raced as she slowly raised her eyes upward towards the man she had waited so long to see again. He looked different and yet somehow familiar. She tried to take it all in and as she tried to get out a Hello, she had to fight the impulse to jump up and throw her arms about his neck. Sensing this, Lillie put her hands on Elaine’s shoulders and introduced him as the newest member of her security team. 

"His name is Daedalus. He’s from Crete and is an old family friend. He was the one who saw those two men go back stage and got there in time to break up the fight." 

"I, I’m grateful th-that, grateful that you, . . ." she stopped breathless and gave Daedalus the opportunity to tell her he was happy to have been able to help. 

"Those two will not be . . . bothering you . . . again" he got this out with some hesitation but his voice did not falter. He was able to speak to her without giving up his secret desire for her as well as his fear that she had come so close to being hurt. 

"Your voice, I’m sure I’ve heard it before." Elaine said with some hope and yet some disbelief. She really didn’t know for sure if he was her night visitor. 

Lillie poured some wine and handed a glass to Elaine and one to Daedalus who declined saying he shouldn’t while he was on the job. 

"Of course, I quite agree" Lillie said retracting the glass "Those two meant to harm Elaine, I’m sure, and I feel so much better with you here" said Lillie, trying to put urgency in her voice and hoping Daedalus wouldn’t see through her deception. He didn’t seem to even hear her and as she slipped out of the room neither he nor Elaine noticed the door close so quietly that it was as if she had slipped through the crack in it.

For several seconds Daedalus and Elaine were locked in a gaze as he realized she was wearing the necklace he had given her the first night they had spoken in her apartment. It was such a shock to him because he felt she must have been so repulsed by him that she would never have worn the gift he had given her. Was it possible that she-- 

His thoughts were answered when Elaine spoke. "It’s a beautiful necklace and I wear it always. Someone I met only once gave it to me but he left such an impression on me that I have never forgotten him. It may sound odd that meeting someone only once could change a person’s life so much but it happened to me and I would give anything to have the opportunity to show him how much his love has meant to me." 

How was she able to get these words out? She was barely able to utter a phrase let alone a complete sentence just a minute ago so how could she have said all of this to Daedalus? She saw the look of disbelief on his face when he noticed she was wearing the necklace he had given her and all her fears vanished as she realized this was her opportunity and felt emboldened to tell him that he meant more to her than he ever imagined.

All the weeks and months were unfolding before them as she stood before him and he came toward her removing only his hat. As he came nearer to her he stood so close that she removed the tinted glasses to see the deep black eyes she had seen that morning and while Daedalus feared the worst, Elaine looked into them and was lost in the power of their gaze. He knew she was different this time. She knew who he was and what he really looked like and he was the one she wanted. 

He could not have believed it yet that she loved him and desired him but he could not deny the look in her eyes and the way she let him take her into his arms and hold her so close to him that his heart actually seemed to beat. In fact his heart pounded in his chest which was a sensation he had not felt for centuries.

Now things seemed to move in slow motion for Daedalus. He cradled her head in one hand and found the small of her back with his other and as their faces came very close they felt the other’s breath. She tilted her head up just until her lashes touched his cheek and lightly brushed it sending a wave of electricity through Daedalus that gave him the strength and courage to tell her he had loved her for a long time.

Elaine nodded and then tears welled up in her eyes.  “I’ve regretted the way I reacted that morning and I’ve lived with the torment ever since fearing the worst, that I had hurt you so deeply that you-that-” having convulsions, she tried but she could not go on. Her tears were choking her and her pain caused her heart to feel that pang again making her chest heave so hard she was gasping for air and trying to gulp back her tears. Though it was alarming, Daedalus put his hand over her heart and it began to beat easier. He kissed her brow and sat in the chair holding her as her spasms abated. This was what she had held in for so long and it was now time to let it out. 

When she was calmer she knew he had a power that was beyond that of mere men and while she was not anxious to know what that power was she softly told him she knew she was safe with him and would always want to be with him. All of this was so different from what Daedalus had expected and now he held the world in his hands and his world just increased by one. Elaine sat on his lap with his arms sheltering her and providing the peace her life had been missing.

Daedalus sat with her on his lap feeling the love and grace of this gentle and caring woman feeding his need for peace in his life. 

This was the purest form of true love between a man and a woman. They had suffered great losses over the years and now their losses were fading away as they sat clutching the very thing that brought them this peace and love, each other.

A knock came at the door and broke their reverie. For the first time they realized Lillie wasn’t there with them. It had not even occurred to them that she would have slipped away discreetly leaving them alone to find each other again. 

Daedalus put his index finger over his lips as he gently lifted Elaine from his lap and stepped over to the door. He asked who was there and Cash answered. He relaxed and opened the door to his friend and said everything was fine. He asked if he had any idea who those two were.

“One is an ‘old acquaintance’ of Ms. Robb’s named Jayce who had tried to get better acquainted with her a couple of weeks ago but I don’t know the other guy. The police have them both now and I doubt they’ll not be bothering Ms Robb again because Lillie was filing a restraining order against Jayce right now.”

Elaine jumped a little as she realized now that it was Jayce who had sent her the flowers. She had forgotten until then that the name on the card was Jayce. Now she knew why he said he wanted a second chance to make a better impression. Her first impression of Jayce was pretty bad. Well her second impression of him was no better. He was still taken down by Cash and hauled away by the police. 

“I’m very relieved that the danger is over and things can get back to normal.  Thank you both.  I feel much safer now.”  Elaine shook Cash’s hand.

Cash took note of the change in Daedalus’ appearance and that Elaine had obviously been crying. He was going to ask if everything was ok when Daedalus gave him "the look" that meant things were fine, in fact, they were better than fine and if Cash were smart he would take his leave now.

Taking his cue from that "look" Cash gave them both a quizzical grin and made his way back to the club and to Sasha. 

As the door closed behind Cash, Elaine came to Daedalus and did the most remarkable thing. Although she had done it in his dreams many times, he almost fainted from the suddenness of her movements and she had to fight the urge to laugh. Elaine simply looked up into those black eyes and carefully removed his wig and then told him the words he had heard so many times that he could have repeated them with her.

It was true! Her love for him transcended any horrible feature of his physiognomy. The joy in her heart had finally chased away the pang that twisted it’s gnarled, wicked fingers around it and true love for Daedalus had replaced it. Their joy overreached their memories of the past encounter and as they became lost in this new experience the people outside of their little world of two ceased to exist. They began their first time over that night and never looked back at the sad ending of their previous meeting. Though they didn’t realize it, thanks to Lillie, life was worth living again.
