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A New Life

Returning to the mansion in the wee hours Julian quietly peeked in to see Lillie asleep and looking beautiful as the moonlight shone on her through the lace curtains that shrouded her windows. The sun would not be coming up for a few hours yet but he stole into her room and closed the drapes so the servants carrying out their duties would not awaken her.

Julian would wait until later to pay a visit to Daedalus and Elaine but they were not far from his thoughts. He knew the objective in Camilla’s plan was to bring him to his senses in spite of the fact that it cost Lillie, Daedalus and Elaine dearly. Somehow he was not angry with her, in fact, he was grateful and he would show her soon.

The business with Caitlin was over and though it had taken it’s toll on them she finally said she had been ready to end their relationship because she could not live this way anymore. He shut her out of his personal life and after being with each other for at least a year she still knew next to nothing about him. She had tried to accept this but she needed more and if he would not or could not let her in, then it was time to end it. It was not real love. Julian went to her ready to end the relationship himself but found Caitlin was on the offensive and just let her rant until she was finished.

Caitlin laid it all out before him and pointed out things he could not deny. He was still so much closer to Lillie than he was to her and yet they both had told her they were not lovers any more. This didn’t add up and she doubted she would get an honest answer from him so she would not even ask. If Julian could live in the same home with Lillie and yet come to her bed, it was not right and she felt like an outsider. He had been shutting her out lately and she was beginning to feel as though he was breaking away from her anyway so she was ending it all tonight. Then she handed him a letter she had prepared before he had even called her asking to meet with her. The letter was her resignation. This he really didn’t want because he was considering selling the paper but her mind was made up and he would just have to accept it.

Julian said he would give her the best recommendation but Caitlin said she would rather let her work speak for her and he needn’t bother.

He had really expected a rain of tears from her but found she was more resolute than hurt. He was sure she was hurt but tonight she was not going to show it. That would wait until he had left. There was nothing else for him to do but accept this from her and leave. He had done the right thing and in time they would both heal and go on to a new life.

Now it was time to return to his and start it anew with the vow burned into his heart that he made to Lillie as he held her at dawn the day before.

~~~~~~~~~~~~

When Lillie woke up, she saw Julian sitting in her overstuffed chair. He had fallen asleep there after closing her drapes. He only planned to sit there for a few minutes while he reviewed the events that took place at Caitlin’s house. It was not pleasant but it was over and he was now ready to start over with Lillie, if she would have him.

Lillie rose, feeling much stronger and surprisingly full of life. She went to Julian and lightly kissed his cheek bringing him around. A smile immediately came over his lips as he gathered her into his arms and she gratefully found herself on his lap being told how much she meant to him and how beautiful she was and all that was in his heart this morning. For the first time in ages they both wished they could go out in the broad daylight and pronounce their love for each other to the world. Instead, they changed and made a call on Daedalus and Elaine.

Entering the sanctuary below Julian and Lillie found them in much the same condition they themselves were. Happy to be alive and ready to go on and face the new day.

Wanting to know what happened last night with Caitlin but not wanting to pry they hedged a little saying they had asked Lillie to stay in their home last night but she was determined to sleep in her bed so one of the servants assisted her home.

"We hope you slept well last night Lillie. You look as though you have recovered nicely. You look wonderful this morning. How did you sleep Julian?" Daedalus wasn’t going to let it go by. He wanted it out in the open right away since Julian was not willing to wait until today to visit Caitlin.

"I came home in the early hours while it was still dark and found Lillie asleep in her own room. The moonlight was shining in on her and she looked like a vision. I closed the drapes so the servants wouldn’t wake her up coming in to close them and then I sat in her overstuffed chair just for a few minutes to think over what I had done last night and I must have fallen asleep because I was still there when Lillie woke me up today."

Julian looked at them and saw they were expecting to hear more. It was natural they would want to know because of their feeling for Lillie and he did intend to tell them so he put up his hand and said he would explain all but first he wanted to know that they were both well and suffered no more ill effects from Camilla’s blood.

"Julian, we are both fine now. Elaine is under the impression that she needs to hover about me and-" he reached for her hand and squeezed it gently, "and I could not be in better hands. A good wife is irreplaceable and I am grateful to Camilla for restoring our family to its natural order. Yes we want to know about your meeting with the human woman but more than that, we want to know what you will do about Lillie." Daedalus was honest and forthright. He had suffered much for the question he was asking and it was a little thing for Julian to answer.

"You are exactly right to ask. Last night I went to Caitlin to break up with her and she was prepared to end our relationship before I arrived. This made it a little less difficult for me. She even handed me her resignation from the paper but I plan to sell it so she need not quit. I will find someone else to stand in for me on the job until it is sold. I should never have bought it in the first place and Lillie warned me I would get too close to Caitlin. She knew what I was up to and called me on it, just like you did a moment ago."

Daedalus looked surprised but Julian said he knew what was in Daedalus’ heart and there was no need hide it. His friend was an honorable man and Julian had learned some hard lessons from him.

"So, you are not going to see Caitlin Byrne again?" asked an anxious Elaine.

“No. From now on I am concentrating on forging a new relationship with your Sire." He said as he kissed Elaine softly on the forehead. He then took Lillie’s hand and said it was like dating all over again. He felt like a young man seeking the love of the prettiest girl in school. This brought a broad smile from Lillie and leaving Elaine and Daedalus, they walked back to the mansion hand in hand. Just like it would have been if they were teenagers.
